



















































STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



•FROM 


SUBJECT; 


Director, FBI 

SA-C, New York 

0 

AGNBS SMEDIEY, was? 

(THE RICHA® SORGS CASE) 
INTERNAL SECURITY « R 
(Bureau file 61”6488) 


Augvist 26, 1949 


Reurlet July 29, 1949© 

Inquiry a t Curtis Brovm^ Ltd «. New York *^ity, reflects that I _ 

current address i8 | , Santa Monica, California© 

For the information of the Los Angeles office, it is noted that 
letter of March 23, 1949, the Bureau forwarded to the ^ office an item recei-ved 
from lALTER WINCHfflLLj original source not disclosed, quotir^ from ’’Journey 
To A War " by W. h\ AUDEN and CHRISTCPH^msHERBroOD, published in 1939, as 
follows s . ^ ^ . 


’’The Red Ariry, one sees, is AGNES SMEDLEY'S whole life - her husband 
and her child.” It was noted that ISIISKWOCD was writing for Holl ywood and ha d b7C 
discontinued his leftist affiliations,© The Bureau suggested that | 
interviewed concerning his knowledge of SIIEDLEY. 

The Los Angeles office is requested to handle this inter'viewo Nety 
York is office of origin in this casei “ 


2cc Los Angeles 


JTOsHJG 

100-68282 




ti/: 

'' ' ^ 





X 








J 


''k-: 

AV" : 






April 15> 1949 


• SAC, New York ■ . V" 

director, FBI • . 

HICHABD SQEGE CASE ' • _ '■ •' r' 

espionage -R . 

" ■ ■ . J 4 ... rnemorsindam of March 24, 1949* 

• Refei^nce is nade^ to Bureau memo^u^ 

- ^ ^ ^ 4. „ Wference, there were ti^smtted to 

• With the Bureau maaoraiKium oJ-^^®2es of folders in this matter 
' you photostatic copies of thesecon^ . -their Far East Canmand, and 

?eoei«a by the Infomatloh. 

thereafter made available to the first, fifth, sixth, and 

the Depaiiment of the A^my has n from the Far East Command, single 

^ent?oi this series of £“W“=^S^/^SeSx for yoar„ii>fomation. 

photostatic =°Pf = SfS^floh contained in this inaterial has 

It is noted that;the hulk ^ different form. ' 

been made available previously to you m a oui 


Enclosures 


EMGsEfT. 






:'-Q. 





QKI0 l)lAh FILED 






AROIENT W AM 
3 . St,aif£s> Vnited States Army 
. Washington. 25, D* C, 




Honorable J* Edgar Hoover • 

Director, Federal Bireau of Investigation 
Department of Justice : 

Wasli,^gtan 25, D*C, 

Dear Hoover: \ 


On 9 March, 1949 one folder tras,ifoftaarded to you containing 
docuiftsntary evidmce on the Sdrge case, primarily pertaining to 
Agne»^5medley«'‘ iiiis folder was the second of a series of ship- . 
ments receiyed from the Far East',CQmmand on. the subject* Addl-r'"' 
tional shipments are expected in''the 

y ■ ' . V:’ 

The first folder in the series has not been previously for 
•warded tp you because "the contents are known ■to be in your files* 

In order -to give you a complete consecu-tive file to date, the 
first and the last 'three folders received are being foimarded 
herewi'th,, ' 


Sincerely yours. 


S* LeROl IBflN, . 

Major General, GSC 
Director of Inti^ligehce 


4 enclss■' 

4 folders of Documentary E'vidence 


A-LL PB-1 INEjORMATIOM COMTAIIstED ' . 

HEREil^I.'Ig'-UNCLASSIFIED . - 

DAT E.' - i2 T 0'Sc 2-p. 0 4 BY 602 5 0 AUC./_B CE / MLT / vt- a 














7,.v- 'i^: 

y'’ X ■■ Sir©ot»ri,-:,PBI '.; { .," •■/■' 

■'■. AQSSS. ®ae» , '■■•.•■ 

V/-' ■ ; sse^'w- - &::■: :. 

■ ;■ ' Bi^eau PilG-. 62-0^80 ' 


,;.. S<3gt®iib^.-9a:'';1949 ’ 


\ : yv]E©f©renee Is Eiad© Y^^ 'm.o&stf&Bd'm 'oS September'^ ' 


;'■■■•• ■■: ■ ■. •', Transmitted;fa©r©aMh’ for yonr iafomatloa Is a: fisrthar ■ 

:■. . .a®^'.oP.;a ,'EaEihlagt©a Field dated, juijr \82,' I9a9». • 




• Mr. ToIso n ■ 

■Mr, Cleg g 
Ur. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. NlchoTs 7 
Mr,. Rosen ' ’ 

Mr• Trac y _ 

Mr, Sgai i -- -■ 

Ur', Ournoa 

Mr., HarLo . ^ ~ 

.^. MTi Mohr ■ . , 

y Mr. penning ton' 

VMr,y Quinn Taaimy? 

. Tele.- Ropni_^ 

•Mr. .Nease 
M’les Gand y 


MQidhb 




'5y;{0,ptu3©'t:i}^:y ,:.y^ 


■' '' -'c^AvSi-'-f^fyw ’ 
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STA^p/^I^ORM NO. 64 


, I 

Office' Memorandum 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Neva York 

AOJES^IEDLEY, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bufile 61-6^80) 

Reurlet dated August 8, 19^9• 


DATE: September 1, 19li9 


No enclosure to this letter has been received by this office. 
It is requested that a copy be made available. 














ALL INFORMATION. CONTAINS 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 12-08-2004 BY 60290 





\dd^ lo-H 


ID 

AU C/BCE/MLT/vt a 




bOPIESDEJSTROYED 


FILE NO. 100 ** 173 d 2 


FoxmNo. 1 ' ; 

THIS cAse originated at 


ICEK 


. REPORT MADE AT 


WASHIHGfqj, i)#G, 


tJATE WHEN MADE 

; ■ Vr-_ 


PERIOD FOR 
WKUCH MADS / 

7/20t9/6/49 


REPORT MADE BY 


LTOtJO 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


•AGIJE^'^SMEDUer^'was 


lUmSIAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF F 




a ■writer, ..(si.dvased that for - 
abou't fivo months ia 1938 she z^sidod; at 
Hwikbsf, ^ina aa SIffiDI«Eir ofh^ -ther® 
bat ka^ of no lussiaa or 6(3mBnxQi8t 
eoniieotloBS oa SMEDIffl‘‘S part TJTl^ 
f": 


that as a ■writer She -raas ia Hahkows Shiaa in |9S8* She explained that she ' 
had resided in Hankow for about foar or fiTe 'months and daring ■ihis time she 
visited frequently mlth AGHBS SMBDI^ another wri:ter, was then in Hankow* 
MISS ,HTIiEY S'bated ■t&at she had broken frcaa ■the Gcnmunlst party in 1931 and 
that AGS^S SIfEDlHlr ■was'getting but of the Odmaunist ]^rty in 1938 but 
ap^ared pro^hinese eoifflnranist*- stated -that SUIED^T was active in ' 

Ohij^aA-Hed;Cross; and literary work is Hankow and had very little money® 

SheYaisb stated that SMEDjQB3f believed the iaeriban OoMunistb did not like 
her beoause.;they had oondemned ^e of her books® ; 


^ctAu Agent- • 
^ IN Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



































* ’ !( j ^ ' \ t ■*' V. .;'^ >. t‘ 

■••JifcN,' ■' • ■,. :;v ' -’--'C'Va.;-^ .^■ ■■.•'. ■•: 


iKr-ioo«fi:7so2;y;4^^^^^^ ■; ;4c:.,fv;/.-T ''■ '-f'i; ■^^ : . - ‘''' 

^Mi3S'-TJfI^^’'g'^at©d was'um1>le^ to reii^it 8Uiy-4^ 

>:mQOOTmb of SMEDliBY^S liLfe ii» ®hi^. an^ the tJaited!-State8 and has. not'been aj ’ 
olbse aoguaihtanoe* :^© ‘lsa®w 'of no Japanese assooiat^^ SBJSDI^it hM ' 

did RICHftRp^CHSBV' CfLET knew of hb pbsstble or active i •' •'; : 

partieUpatibn in a%; Sotilet Intelligence q»ete.tipn8 ahd bf ;' ,!;, 

no.'oontaet'-Mtl|.'any -Russianh 'or CoralI&ai8taJ^■’'^:•^ ■ 

. i(jti©y: ^dfnot, know SMEDIjgY’i^^the Hiadh, and had 
no inforB^tipn tb-pr he wag purged by the Soviets* She also.r 

believed that SHESliSY did hot acthslly knoic' i^ her second husband was so 

.purged,. c.;VW:, ; . ■ -, ' , 'v-’ 


TJPOR CO®»lSiI0Sr TO: THE OPiTCCE .OP, (SllGIB- 


.v*' • 

/ 4/- *'■ 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


0 - -- ' 10 

0 ^ C 6 ISAsfnOfcmduin • united states government 


TO 

OM 
SUBJECT; 



Director, MI 
SAC, New 

O' 

AGNNS SMNDXjN? , W£i3 
INTERNAI. SECDIITT - R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 

ReBulet 9/15/49. 

A report was submitted to the Bureau 9/19/49, 


DATE: September 20, 1949 


iJ 






r RBI»ORT MADE AT • ■ - ^ “ 

DATE WHEN MADE 

, NEW, YORK: " 

9/19/49 


AC^£5,'BIIEDLE£.-Das 


NT PILK 1^' 100«68282 


REPORT MAC« Br 


JAMES.;t. O'BRIM. 


OHARAeTKIOPCAfiS 


INTERNAL SEGtiRIT? W 


§ CQ \ 
^ m K 

O O, Cs 


SYNOPSIS GF FAGTSs 


F: •/ 


Subject made speeches At the’Cultural and Scientific, ^ 
Conference'for World Peace on 3/27/49 and at a 
meeting sponsored by the Ccnmiittee for a Democratic ^oTc 

Far Eastern Policy on 6/15/49* She attacked IB' ^ 3 ^ S ® 

support of CHI/^G KAl«SHEK in China and hailed the « 

successes of the Chinese insurgents^* She tos coneented" !, 
to become a sponsor of a CQntinental Congress for. Peace 
to be held w ssibly in Mexico City at the invitation of 

I an organizer, working at the Office .of the Nations 
uouncii or the Arts,, Sciences and. Professions ■ Investi- 
gation at 1917«1918 addresses of.S mEDLET negative* ' 

Former contacts identified^x^h^..^ 

'•0a-2Qa4'. ■ . ' ■ ' ' ■ /\ '"’(U) ' ■ ■ ■ ' 

D ■ BY . 602 9 0-"AUC/ BCE/MLT? vt a ' ‘ ■ . • - ' ‘ ^ ^ 

y'oM: ‘zBX 3.3(1, B) 12-08-2&29 • p ^ ' 

3A letter 3/23/05 _ 


^ . ‘ Forffier contacts idehtii 

^.DhTE: 12--D8™2Qa4-- ■ ■- ' ' ' ‘ 

- CL AS SIFI E.D; B Y. 602 9 0-" AUC / BCE / M LT? vt a 

. . .- declassify' OM: 'CBX 3.3(1, 6) 12-08-20 


No deletion per OGA letter 3/23/05 .I ,;' -- ' - di 

REPEREJJCEs Bureau File #61*^580*.' , • 

: Report d^ 

. 1 New York, 7/18/49* ?fg|s 


DETAII^s 


CURRENT ACT.IVITIES' 


CT 




,/confidential Inforaant of known reliability, advised t hat; 

at a plenary sessionvdrrna Cultural and Scientific, Conferenee 
b7D for Worl d Peac e, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. New York 

wot’paYEB City, on BSaroh 27, 1949, was introduced by HARLOW 

COPIES DBSr_ . SHAPLBY* According to the informant, SMEDLEY spoke abottt ' 

■ APB 19®^' . ■ >1- I; ' 


COPfBB or THIS RBPOfTT 

5*^Bureau' 

Ydrk - 







MEi 


7i 



K i J M. 




















V.. 





, M 100-68281; 


o;■ '^’''' ''' 

/-■ '. ■' ...a •' ' *' ?y ' v' ’ *■' '•* 

.., -•-r -r;vH;vc"*' • .: . 

’ -■.'■■" ■■ 7. .j ■■-. ■ 

■' .’ f\.--‘' . ..<V 1 '.•; .t,t,,.>J'^. ;;»' v- i ■^. *■ '.'■ 


'• Hhe^awakgmiig of of the Oriani'^a^ it; isas. 'to tell the 

,' ...iniaii^^-^peoplevtfaa=;tiuthi abottt l^e^li'ascistic 08^ If the: 

' so-caiied nationalist gotenaBeht of. OI^^ i«nts 

them'pajrvthe^ goimiiiment officials hS^ 

dollars bn 4e^sit iii the Q^t otter‘Cbahtriea^S. r^^^ . v 

• their own money# The .^apeiiban .people'I^^^ their gpWrianent that ^ 

wnt, gi'^a Phe' cbnt- to. tl^ coiihipt g CHIANQ’’ # - ^ : ’ r ;^ 

■-i./ ■The’'June^ 9 ,' I949-,’. is8iie;,pf the‘':%pJ^er-”* an 'Bast coast-.,"';■•■'■ ■ 
.pc^aunist daily hewS|api^, contains entitled, ”caEascp«S Phophe<^ .- 

f True .Two years After His Death'*#: The-articie mentibhep;; that the yictbriee '^ 

of the Peppleis liberation kx^ in China ’ ^nd the :2nd anniversary bi {' ’ }: 

:. Brigapier O^eral BViiWS F# CARiS0N*S . debth ,#0^14 ,be.' honbred at a mass meeting. 

■ ‘ hailing thp New C)^ 1949# .at thb*^ Gasind* ' 1®IES' . , ; 

/ .’Sli^LBly^abttbr#,;was li^ .': ■, - 

' •' '•■"■■: :■■■■''tThe--.’'igorkert,.-J\me. 12',;'1949 an/idver'^^ement.for 

t^ns m^ it was under' the aus|Abes^^.b^ '^e Cc^d-ttee fpr a ; • 

. Jfeppcratic ^r'' Babtbrn-Policy., and'listing 

as the ^spbalcerf# .; This sponspring coH^ is carried bn tteV ^ \ V.' 

Attpiney Oeneiaife;;li;st/of■'subversive ^pngh'ni'zati^^ 


advised that/the celebration 

mentioned above waa^helci on binie 15; ^49, at the :GS5^ Center:.in'" ■ 

Hew Tork City#. . This informant, repoited; that SMB0LEI was the last personv|' ■ 
on; the program.: and made; aJlbng spebbh describing the composition and r . " 

workings of the Chinese fied Axffliy * Because; pf the late hour the ahdibttce: ' ■ ■ .• 
began to leave While .she, was'-^'^^^ at which she- be<^ insulted 'and 

to break ofi: her. speech*' ■ Howevei'^^V^^^ at the urging of tl® bhairman 

and seveini: psi'spns^^-M audibdce* ' 

The June lb, 1949, 'issutj bf. thb ^Worker"- carried-an item■v ' 
headed *'i; 06 b at rall^; toil Ghii^ Peopieis yietpry'*,,. which inclt^ 

’■fprvnatipn that SJMEDI^ addressed^ihls-meeting; and ^declared ttet the 
Chinese situatiott came about, because'pf; the identity of the People* s Ubethtiph 
Army'with the'Chinese.'^peopleid/-^^ : ■* 

■■"■■■."■ , the:'Art'icle';'Aisp;nbtSd:'.thatt:'VshA^ :the' ;.e.yents:; iia/Chihaf^-; 

a' people'■'s,-bbvpihti.pn-.whib_h''bhht^red' :feudalism,'whi 9 h .will, hAve ■'■■;"<; 'v. 
.tremeiwious:;-rb|^.rCu8Siohs :nil ■■bvbr:''',j^e\Wbrld-#.'f.^ThbvJ®^,^' .people' -have.;; j 
^BWich, toiea'rh :frbm.-the ,Chinese»s,.V.':';_-'..;,;’:.:';..-;'f..'';,li^ ■V,^.:.-': . 









-j r . .c 

■ V-;*: 


■■ -'.V-T'--‘‘-i s’j'J,''''/ •'’;' Vv-;- v ■* ■, :’■' r 




V' i .”■ ■/• \’. '• ■ ■ ■•-.'■» i^ ■!,•’. ■• '.*>''iV* 

V‘ •■ S*'- .'. M- 





- 'C.oftf'id'etiti^l'Jn^ .^d^s'fd;;^h&t-,^ 'b 7 D 

I .iftrgharge of rj?i*eparaticnsb^^i?7% Gonltnental doligress f .Pbacb 

^ tate p^ . Mea^ooiCity ia fdtvfcTe.y iShe uses' b7C 

/ the' tteadquari#^ York' City of the itetib'hqi/jpciuhciV d . > 

, . and Cultural and Sciwtific: Cortference for ■ ; 

'/'World 7 Peace;,'ih 7 Neitf'$ 6 fkr'City;^ ■''This\ldtt©r‘co,nfe?enc 6 ,.l^ ^■^■ 

7 terued ?'a. s:dM^!^dg7;boar^ for Communist propaganda" 7by the 'tJnitbd States St4t®-:''7;. ^ 

77 ' Bepartment»^^::7,,ttTf'.::;ob7'‘7A.'^x .v ■ .• '..:7:.-;‘,77;/Vb.:.„; 


■t:rb7C 


■ 'r/,J7;;7-_^;"7,|p^a.yit^pi:^pt;adyised;that\bd^^ ^d^bbj^i'hed^r,'', 

7 the.•cOB^dfe^dfSMECii^)^| 8 ponsor sucb'/d^c^gress«JJj" 7 •^^ : 7 ''-,7\/-v7 


liWVl^TlQATlCN OF PMf ,AC?i\rifl^ 


■7 '/j'- j;;;7v7' '''/:.ittfdniBtion..has''pre'9d.oi^ly/^^ ;S|^LBY,fds.|d^4'I. ■■'b/-'''.’ 

... from;No:^ml^r'72§,,''71917,'’to '!fecejiber,26>^''iql^>.'.'.at7i56AWaterl^^ ''<Na^-...York';.-7bv;;:''7, 

;G;^^;^und0r;th#^:'d3^S^df^ '■ 7 ^ ‘; .• ■/•■'7v77;'7b=74-i-' 

.',.7.,'' •’ b'-. 7_7 ;;■;, •; ____premises, advised;'- 

that |)urchdsed thisbproperty^^i^^ 

through the^ -tdty Bank;- Farmers Tiupt\(k>j^ny; as tlustees. He statdd, that, all .7 
of the predant teh^hoies , of .156 ,^a^riy*p[ll^oe- dnte subsequent to h ^ '7 b, ' : 

; chase# ■ ■7.':-777.7^,b7;;;,.vy . ,- ■ } "7 /7''' • ,7. ■ ; '/ .; '7/7. '.;/:' ‘ ■ /.: : 

7./’^e Gity /Ba^^ Far^rS :f.%St .Cj:^an'yiadyised that all" r^ ■. 

7 ■ peftainltig to tbi^cies in 191??: h^^ by 1^151*77.7i;0 ; b v 

b '.KC^,; the: then7):wi^r^^ ■ 7. ' 7'’7 -"vb'-'U bb. ■' 

77 .' -'./.■,7../.;' , 7.i'i^?i^a7preyiOusiybe^^pbrted;that’.;i^iEIiOt^-i^ vbb 

, . 9th ^street,;. pinder the idias of BBGNDlIi ^December 27 i 1917 to ^ b' ’' - ■ • 

. February'22-,71918*-' 7' ' b • ' , a. ‘- 


■■:; v‘-b.-J ot Sijig-^liairbpr^_v' 

' Y&rk-/;City, acw 3 sedrlI«[lTi 3 s:organia|tti 6 n 7 is:the 7 preseht dim jb. 

b^dpeity and^^/^^ .in:i918« ■ i|dv¥^^^7hds7.pr8eniza^ no/recb^S :77:7/ 

. relying. to tehandies ;■ ht.- 'that ^ ahdbsl3b ^eSeiat' tenancies. •' hb^'^ been 7-;; 77 

: .snbSequents/tp' th.is: period#.-.‘•b.-y-',.':, by 7,'^' : ’ 7 .-. .. -j-.,''; •‘:b7;7/‘i-:>:';,;yi •.vV-T’V-- 


7i^-7'^b,:7v7:,.. 




53-, .i.;..'.-b:.77 











"' 'is‘^'. ' - . '"‘^i • '■■'■■’■^-'f "r'V.j -. , <!■ ’■ ‘ , V’’'''’y ’’ '■■. 

cV 7 '’---:;>.-... ''-'V•'' .^'^■. 




,Ni ;ioo^8^' ■'' ■•I'.'’:-: 















., r?' ■ 



b2 


b2 . 
b7D 


b7C 


It was also pre^.ou.al^7j?e^3rte^ %M.t SMBDIiEl-; had lived at^ 3^^^^ 
Uniop Spttat.^j^ Ilew fork under osm narae rf^ 191§ 

March, i9l8v ascertained tbiit tfeese |)r®raise^^^ oroed at ti^t^ 

tlfliB by SAMI&i KL&S, now deceased, and; aieip^ owned and s^baged by 

the''E3tate 6f-SAilISt:KLEIN*' ■ :'''7,;"'7/;.oby^.e bv%-' b :;;‘-7'' 


■2b7C 


frustee. df' iiie’^^ there .V 

were .no rehorde., an exis^ace relatljng tb .tens^ period and that ; ■ ;, . 

hot®, .of >the: ii;^sen|i tenants haye resided at this address for more .than ten . >.. 

years«Y'‘'y' '.■.’ vb’.'- ,''. ■ ■ ■■ , '• 

'• ’-'Ity«s■pMv.ib'usly reported;bfet.- ^y invitation' to.,,'a-ihisical^K'- 

sponsored; by the Aj^ricah^^ C^^ for Si^nish Freedom to be held at , 

hone of Mr* ; $• Gramhercy; New York City, was ertended tO”' ’- 

SIAEIILEY ih‘4hg^ by the Awferican Commits for Spanish Freedoitj : :;’ ;. 

32 '^st 42nd; S^ 


: 4. ;< .Y ’^onf^Mentlal l£^ \ [ al gpyernmental ageney^iWidLch , 

conducts sect^ti^^ inyestigatiphs, ao^^SW tlmt%ri S-^^^^^L^ 

l^ Gramercy Place,' New York City, isya. person of -X ^ ■ 

some wealth, whp has been active in' dri^bizatiohs .dominated by CoramuMst 7 * 7 

Party, such as the JUnejlcan Cc^ttee for Itogoslay BBlief and the National' 7 .! 
Oo*tltt*e tOT P8oi^*. Rlgto^ 

' Cbnfi^jeiltlii Sifoy*ialit| | a Teiiabig .Infornjant, , : ' 

that two very-sctiye members of thaVl^^ Of the Communist Party were; . 

planning to meet at^^^h^ home oh January 18, ,1943 • umbieoi 

to state; whether this meet ing' actually 


V^onfidential Infomaittl^^l a reliahte informant,, advlsedithat^ 
on April 24, m9i .SAHCO^ YEBGAN, a fprjasr official pf^hhe ycouisi!^ 

on Afrlcan 'Affairs, to, his honie#' 'formally brokenYwith the Cbmiadnist 

Party a short t ij^ prior,; to this date^^^a^ had W "KBrald: 

Tribaoe" Of April 23i i9%y dSnouhcir^ vh statemBnt'jby^ HCB^ESON that the y - 
. Ame-rib^', Negroes.would' nebeh.fight-Russia* V ;,.'‘-• ■'■' y. '•; ’ ■-, 'y y ■;■ .'Y. 

/ : . -IBhen - IMGAn arriv^-atYBAfec^'S home, it' was reported; that. BAH^^ 

I [ lEfeL IAM BOSE - and others engaged in a he a ted arguineht 


because ; this.hrticle and atti^m^d ,to4have 'hito. change his Ylhwppint*^^ ^ 

'■• \:X:XbX7X7'yY7Yyy7Y'V--Y'',^ 


• 44 :'-% 















;b2 


; . ; .^^o^identiiil infornahts of 'ireiiability, 

"^6/i^ve profesj^ionallLy^. have chairactorlgo^/Mm as 

aon^thing ofin poXibicai" aajweJl^s: artistic matters and cbftsider^ 
it nhlikeiy tbit pi* disiei|>i:i^^; enough to be a ^mbel^ of tbe , I 

:Xk)fl|minist i^rtyi:,2. "2- V' \ ' '■*'■■’'■'--'"'V 2''■ ' 



: '* •;: ,MtSi H&NN^'SIlffl©-LEEj 2100: East 5th Street, Charlotte/ 

Uo^th Garolina, ’adyieed that shS; h^ been a missionary tp China with her.t ^ ;, .V 
husbahd for/Kjenty-.^ years, mbst of the time'ih Hankowj China# •• ” " y ^ • 

•f recail^;>th«t in'^ptember or Gtetober, 193|» • . 

she laat AQKtES 'SJj^^ at a pai%y. at the apartment/o^^ of the- Biitish or . 
Ameiican ponsular officiais. SMBDIiEY.was'^a^^ ibierican AtW ' 

or Nayy officer f-^psa- name^^ S?,I®EriJSE did iiot get, ^ SMEDI^T talted in- 
geseral t’e?^' of her association'the Chinese Cdffimnists and coiapiained^^^^ 
to l&*s, SlMUS^JiEE that if She ;had ^been froitt. t.h© .South and had had, the wonderful 
opportuhity that -ihrs>>5IMMS-LiB; had'ahe ^spu^ hive been . a differeht person*. 

, , Ah'S* ?SIMJS-IiSB stated 

of'.Sltol^T^S •activities j that; there. l»d been manj^^ in Hankow cphcerhlhg ■, 

3MEpiiST*S activitila^ ths .Chinese Cpiojnhist" Aitiy but stated that ;!rnmPfs - 
in China are always pufrent and she cbuid’;,fttfhiah lio ■first*-hahd InfoiOTation^^ '" • 
concerhihg'^^this- mstter*'V' 2 .;.r -•■,.2'^^ ■•:'J' '-. ,•' ■ . ' , 

. ^ Vl^ohfidehtlal IhfcaTi>aht .| [ of. un^ptro reliability« advised^T^^^ 

that for^ about fopr or fiye month's in 1958, .she lived in BankpwifyChiha, aiid^\^ 
saw;SME35LET fragpentl^ during this: perif^,.''f stated that he 

had left thp pon^nist Party and that .jSlffiDLET was^ atsare of this , fact* ;it' V ; 
was the 4hformant*s iipressi^^ that SITOIE^-wasV apparently iri the process ■ - ' b 
of ieavin’g tjte Party and its Work inThe informant ‘Stated : 

that SMEDIiET was aotire. i^^ Chinese Red Cross 'Work , and in llterary.,drorll, i^ ' 
Hankow, and - had very ^it^lp She appeared to be a pro--Chin,esevCo^uhist 

but believed that the'American Craaipnists .did ndt lite, her Iwcaul^^ thay had^^ . 
.■condemed'di^ :.6f;;.^r;;l» ■-’'■•V'- ' '• ■ 

. ,. be :lni6#;9f nb^^R^ or .Gd®^ 

comections on dl^hEl^S part and’kr^d of hb : possible or ^acttye' iiarti^^ 

ih''',any.'Sdviet/:int.eiiigendl;-di^f^ -. -b'y'.'vV ': y y' ' 







:^‘^ ■ ■:‘'®' Si'-'‘ftli'^'S^gl 


closely ^hhira|ft%^ 4r44-K. i» ' .. . r !■ 


• of ^ jj^mcam irel^ 




■ ' to thei# farirtt ^*rtv. cpu^)le lad numerous: visat.ors: -\.y- .b2 ?• > 

had a "son b 1 


r _I was ^ "CoioMast 4 ' 

)rmerl 3 -. ^ f teacher.: and wrotd art ides ^.'fdr -- vX * 

- ; ^^yrlagev'han^ l ' .. 'b7C ;;:- " 

• '■ irtLsited^^e^ Derso^^ ' tev" ■'' •'"">' ;■ 

: ,,. ;The..ihformahb^ddui^>iw ^ 

-, V;5egardl^sSWp3t^5 ' ;^onftationr.. . ...>, _ -:; \ 

■■' /,'■' ■ ■ ,v '- ■ j.'?’»^Pp^^identiai.':inf.ditiiantI a• ^^ .-■• ■ •..:.''¥,■.^,'-> 

: ! J)ef:sons vliving ■ in .New Paltzv ife 



s*-'f '.I ' *- 

'■ ■ '' 


■ ,C’,-^- a.--' ''.V'-• ’ M 






■ -■' -V' '■' ■’".'‘•V-;^ ■'■>'■ ‘ ■' I". 

'■•■W'; ^ .‘f; y V*.' /*'’*'■ I ■■'-..v 

sSilESi 

’■'■• ‘■V'V: .'■‘45’;.^''i, •■' ' ■'‘V';\f^/-'.‘V4/.'’4', 
f'* "bV";- ,,.i' ■ 4,0*' 


® ,;.4:is: 


' ‘■' ,>■■ ■/ '.i; Vv.’'r'.f-r 


. .'-'rV, 


. /-K > 


;, t .#,'■ 


V^.,..." "y -■'• 
















m 'iOO"6i8282 




ADlgNiSTR^i^^^ ■■•v>;'.i.- , ,i 

' ■■■;■ \;"'';;.SJtoi<EY-;is' presenii'y^^ ;hojne,, of 

Sfaeiieh'jg i;,an dlnfe, f^ liaades. NeTr'^i:4£«^^- mmeer i^ie3?nio»t 

is listed io| I ■■ . '•■./.i-vv . 




^;-:y ^ 4 of toil'ciilp 1949, to Auj^st 15> 

-.1949 have, besn olrtaiftied, Thei*e ::are.' ^ telephone caH^s 

listed, none of which dan be cpmected . with; Sip33LSnr, ; . J- 

J In view of this, ^act nhd becaus^ of, the ;great, expenditure ■ 

of. agents' tito! neoeseafy to id^ntif^- all; these listings, they are being ; 
retained, in >his file i^ the. New tork;*^ reference if 

' necessary,Vahd, ho further action ^th-r fesj^ct to t^j^^ is being taken at ^ . 
this til»A 



*lho*s ISho" for 1944-*1^5^' ^OQhtains the fol^wing listings i- 


, • . , j,-/- 'mttoTm (^rs* mmliMipo'mo 

edtldr} bo:^ San Francisco, Qlilifdrrdai, 'May .2, 1896j daughter of GE0It(2: and 
.FilAMCES dRAFFB} A,B# Baihard Cbl ieee. f Coiambia^ '^ 1918; married liEK 

J^ANNdOREN,' 1, 1922; ofailch‘en, | I Assistant .Editor, ; v 

^ Nation’, 1919~i926, Associate Editor 1926-1936j'^th trn3.ted ptates • 
Qoyeriiinent Office of ¥ar Informatipn since •1942, Author; 'Strangers'^' 1926^ 
'Fiowering, ?iUinCe*, 1927, 'Brother arid Bi^her'ii l928,\'Those First.'A^febtiohs* ,, 
1938, 'DaGey- HaiLlton’ , 1942, Mitor, ' 'f^ Lost Art ' , Viiettors’Of Seven ' ^ 
':,¥omen’ , 1929 j .(lath'ALFip -L, yEBNHEiN), ’Labor and The GoVernnent ’, 19354 . • • ' . 
• Contributor of short stories, book ,reviaws, , critica^^ articles to^irtagazines; ' . 

irajuier of^^^^ for bfSt short stpiy ih 'L ifegazine';-1939., 

.. 'Hoitffi, -393 Bieeckeh.Street, New.^^Ipyk.'City*'?- ■■ • 

■ , ’ rponfidentlal infbrmaht f | of uhknoiwi reliability, advihed 

that a -EOROTI^VAN DOHEW was aj s|^akeF''ln~dune, l933ivi)efor8 the Liberal . 
of College.'of: the City of Ifew, the policies of which club .Were alleged^. • 

; to adhere t'd-the-^^Comnunist . party line at 'this 'timeV vA DORO^ DOK^ id ;. ' 

also noted, as a •.contributor to the Associated league for A Declared, War’ which ; io 


seeMt 


7 .' ■ 









"VX*'*T—"^v'^’Vv-‘'''■;^■Vv■^^;;^'•'\|'•■‘*'‘'*v^v'• ■■ v--'''v''W ■'■"* vr ^ 'V.’ , ; V'V ••;• "j|^^‘.'>"v<'‘‘'V "■- ■' ■?"*■<■"'■' -■.■.; '^■'T . ■t'/:*;";-. 


': . ''./-r.-''^^ (C6r*imiedy!fi:^5;/A^V:'7''•■.■'■. 






■;..'.,■'- -was;'f prised 'd;nv juiyy ;'i^i4ij';,,;iiirfih’vtl^ 4hnoun6^dfp^rpdse'’;of'iii- 'li^b^ganda;-, '■ ■., ■•■■.'■ ‘J/ 

.' ' , to' ie4d .t^;:nnitjedi^;S'totes;”^ve'nin5ent .tb;.deci4;re:.ifprjiially''tyat''ya-^^ 

existed,^ba^^eB^-the-'/United^-';^^ _and'' Gerft®n^)/;.ac!_ap^ing'':%6;^a-''sta^ ;f ile13\:''''::v:''' • ' 

;/;;;,y-;;;'Witb.'tte i8E^is;i:^ipbrSecti^;o^ peparimb;^ ..df;':^s^e : 


.■ i" ■'’■■;■'''■ ■ ••■| l.-.l^perinteiMebti^atJ'tbi.s'^dd^;^ adi^^ed.'that',''• ■ 

'tHeJe was no 'perapn or' ^nis;'ftaiDe.,preseJiii(l^?‘^al;?jding:,^-'^.re:.'and''|;]^ of 

the preset resided at thfLs ad^re^ for':niQr& ■hban ^ ot siX 

years,; He-.adVised that a | thad been 

■ the.''bwher'' Sf' 'the'.''house- ■itt'193'7«v ■■;v”a'-; *:" ,':x^''.'i •■'■ ■ ■■ ■" ;•'•■■■. ■■■.• 


;'.'^Attefti^s7 to; ihteiby^ 

absence fr^^ the ei^ yaoatibn* 



;7Jd7C 


were- .uhsuccessfdl due, to ;ihis 


■'■■■'■' Feb][tiaryy.^l937yihsue[bf'''the;”;|d^ytQa^^^^^^^ ■."" , 

,; ;., ..listed va-''33','vft|?^EJ^NBJE)Kry';21.’E,ast;,-'17th;Street'y''';jre|if:ybrfe^ 

■■, Il'-its editoriaXf^sta^^fyy The'-addre'se-^ .thatybf.ti^'--'business'bl^ioeyo^^ : . ' '..' 

‘the jnagazihe»,.yThi'eV^'gd.2'the.'.T^s;.:;desidjAbdd;';.a'e'j.*;ihe'.df,floiai';'^hebreti^ 

^,’ . 0 f ..the Socialist ;^ity/pf.: to USA^vaifld. bo’ntain^ 8 eye^*e/critiois® of the';\.''.•• , ■. 

'■ ■'■/•■•Colonist .Paiit;^7:.ij^y:y'-t.' ,■■;.'.■'.'' •y':,,'"^'*''■:..'7,:4.;'V-.,:''l^•■.''.•> '7-.■■"" ■■’, '■■.', ■ ’ ':•■ .v^''' :■;.;vP.' 

;/ ''' .■■: ■'.. ' 5iie:'fdUne, '1.2*'^.’ i9i$-issue.SMoieni 'Monthly** 'i'pobllshef^PiatPp-i^^ ' '.■• 

Re'w7Tbrk-;'Ca.ty,r'.^ a MTlI)-.:-]p^<^p)®I®il,p6;.as'pan A'sso.ciste;'.,Bdttby.:.‘''This.;., 
p “v ;'pagazine.;.^s described,^ as. ;**an imdpeUient Piournai ' of radical : opiMph’’ ;ahiP:( “' ^ 

■'•TOs. distributed. ..at7'a',.fi»eetihg:;..ih5'NeF'':'Tdtlb;.'Ci^ ,'which'’'hadp:'heen',, ;.-,,,'-^ 

spie.nsored by thepL^Ct^^ihg branch pbf the- SbciUllst ^ity and' theP^ ■ 


-;b7C .. 


r^j.; ^ 


-f,.,. I ...... r 'BrobKLyni'7‘: ...■•7J.. 

New. lorklpadyiSedp that ;;h5 uas' asSoci^ed In 1937 ■ Uiid i938 with the - twi ■' ';':h 
nia gazineS> ^ntibhed abov e, and stated: howeybi’ that :he had never re'sided ' 
at I I or any sisilat' add^ that he did'pnbt p to^ ■. 

SMEHLSY.'perso.naily.andv^ rtee;iyed any co^dinibation frbin'h^ 




*;lV, . 


'‘'S> ''yV* '■■ 






















-w: , . ^ . ■ 


• ' -MY ibp*J^282 






KEHrYORKt:, 


At ifeTw; Yo^k City 


b7c 


Will corttaet f I t^lephonel I 

tpr Any i nfonnat ion which woul^ tend to identify I who. In 1937 « i:; 

resiided a 1 | New York. City,!then owned.byCZUZZ^' :V • '> , 

Wi^ continue: to follo^^^^ adtitities of. siTOlEY through inforraant|; iV * 
'■fatdiiar"-with}7CdiQSui^st actiYitiea ih\t^ area#.;., ’ ' 
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■ -. ■> 'A ; ’- 
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100^8282 


■*,./ ' >i . V ' 


■•■•'■>;, w;- 

' ' v‘.' J* /’-V * *' J • ’ 


fYi- ' 


■’V‘: • 


;■’,/■ : ‘ iv';..;.;;^^. ^'-.. • v.-. ’ confidejttat. t^bmawt».<! 


. Cbrirident ial TnfiftT^ 

b2 


' b7D 


O^i^dentlai Ir^ 


;, Confideiitiai'•& 

b2 ■•■ ' :::;;■ V. :'•; ■■:■;;;->■■ *• 7 -'-V ' ■"' 

b7r ^^^dfidentiai Infoi^nf 


•■ b7D 


b2 ; 
b7D 


Confidential 

Conf ldQnti€a;-inf0i^ 
^o4;fi40n.ttal Informantf 


Gonf identic' Ih^e^ 


b7C 

ponf identiai vin^orflant 

b2 . ’ 3 .'■■■\^ 

b 7 D Confidential, liaforrosint 

i7C :. ,' ' .■•M,-' . b4 /’b: 


: 7-?v 
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iHroHSAI. SSODSIfY - 
Bureau file 61**65eo 


Mvlie status 


Toleon 


Olavln 


Nichols^ 


Rosen 


Harbo_ 


Tele, Room 


Nease 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office -^MLefWVClfldufU • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


M: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Los Angeles 



DATE: September 22, 19^9 


) SUBJECT: AGMES^MEDLBY, was, / 

(THE RICHARD SORGB CASE) '/ 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R " 

(Bureau file ^=^88)^ 

7 “ Re* Report of SA JANIES T, O’BRIEN dated May 27, 19^^ New York 

and captioned '!aGHBS SMEDLBY, was.” 

^ rt.- ■ 

\ This office has been unable to locate any information identifiable 

^b7C y ith P" I Rivera, California, who in refer- b7C 

Sb enoed report is stated to have corresponded with subject on March l6, 19^9* 
However, considerable information has been located, and will be reported 
below, relative to one ERIEST YfALFRED^SEIMDIN, 8 II 4.5 .^(ssons Boulevard, Rivera, 
Cal if orhia Z f i- ■ ^ ^ • 



Cal if orhia 


The records of the Norwalk Substatio n. Log^Aneeles County Sheriff*s 
Office, were checked on August 19, 1949, by SA [ and b7C 

revealed that one ERNEST TiT.-^RUNDIN lives on an orange ranoh located at 
8145 Passons Boulevard, Rivera, California. 

_ I 1 Postmaster. Rivera, ’California, advised ' 

SA I I on August 19. 19L9. that ERNEST WALPRED BRUITOIN has lived at 

8145 Passons Boulevard, Rivera, California for the last five or six years, 

With him at this address are the following persons* , , 

>> , 

Classified 

DECLASSIFIED BY 602 9 0 AUC/BCE/MLT/vta (Son) 

ON 12-08-2004 I_ OecldSSf^^; ^ 

ERNEST ViT, BRUHDIN executed an affidavit of registration at the 
Los Angeles County Registrar of Voters on Iferch 30, 1944, which reflects 
that he then resided at 8l45 Passons Boulevard, Rivera, California, -that 
he was a nurseryman by profession,and that he was born in Sweden, He stated 
that he -was 5* 9i” tall, was a Democrat by preference, and that hp^s a 


(Y/ife) 

(Son) 

(Son) 


P *- 

P S 

P 22 
o 

^ ri 

H CQ 
xn _ 


United States citizen by virtue of the naturalization of PER W.^RUITOIN, 
his father* 

The reco rds of the Los Angeles Retail Merchants Credit Association 
were checked by SE. on September 2, 19^19* sj^d revealed con- hlC 

siderable infonnation regarding ERlffiST YfALFREB BRUHDIN, of which the follow- 


M «£ items may be of interest: 

m V 

RSCW:CEA xHECORDED« 65 
5 a; 100-30912 X 'NOEXEO - 6 ? 

^ cc: New York (100-68282) 


A 19® 

" EX-15 




SEPgeiDi- H 

M ^ 

rfl CLASS, k'i 

^ MBASOH-FC 

BATS OP R 




CT. 

« II, 










LA 100-50912 


I 

I 



BRUNDJ^was 55 years old in 19^41 • He is part ovmer and general 
manager of the'iTliiemibulture Company, 525 North Pof>lar, Montebello, California 
a concern engaged in growing plants hydroponioally. Prior to 19^5 > BRDHDIN 
lived at this address. He is also listed as manager for the last fifteen 
years of thd^"l^deral Petrolevun Company, Bakersfield, California. 


From a review of the Los Angeles indices, the fol lowinr. additional 
information has been revealed: Onef^ [ sub.jeot of a 

loyalty invest igation, listed as a reference. I 1 

I L Montebello. C alifornia (lO yeacrs)I'n an earlier personal 

history statement executed by | | at the Naval Ordnance Test Station, 

Inyokern, California, he lists as a reference, **£. WriS&TJNDIN, nurseryman, 

525 Poplar Street, Montebello.” 

The Zone Intelligence 
this off ice that bn De cember 9* 19i|fi. I I sent a Western Union tele¬ 
gram to 1 Mejtal Shop, N.O.T.S. , Inyokern, Cal ifornia,” 

which read as follows: ”L.A. til Monday. Bring | ] (SP) f or 

week-end. Call me | | .” The telegram is signed f | .” 

I I has been reported to be a member of the Comm unist Party in Seattle 

Washington, and the telephone numberr_| ha s been identified 

as the unlisted telephone nu mber of| | 

Long Beach, California. One. | [ has been identified as a member of 

the Comniunist Party in the Los Angeles area (CND] | | May, 19Ul)’C^ 


'fi^ 




It is interesting to note that the Intelligence Album lists the 
name^"BRUroiH" as an alias of SMEDLEY, and therefore the possibility 

may be^tbRained that SMEDLEY is related to the ERNEST WALFRED BRUNDIN 
family. It is further noted that SMEDLEY is of Swedish extraction as are 
the BRUNDINSJ*^ 

^ (U) 


- PEHDING - 







-.si. 


- October 5> 1949 




' SAC, mv 'ioric'oit# ■ 

Dl?«ctor, JM ' 

; A®!^SyEDiEf, ™ ■ 

IKTEK^Ai. SECtJKETY, r r R ^ 


^ . ..Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Jemee T* . ’ 

. O’Brien, Mew Yox4c, dated May 27, 1949,in this case. 

' It»\i6 noted that on pages 44_ a^ 45 certain leads were set out for 

; the New York Office^ including those euggested in Bureau letter dated 
" ,^rch.'2; ..1949,'■in..'teis case, v.'.'> .. . 

: Puithsr refe3rence is irade to* the reports of Special Agoit Jamee T. • 
0*Brien,\Sfew York, dated Ofuly,lS and SeptOTbor 19, 194.9, in which these 
.'leads we'tiot :'restai:^. 

You are instructed in future reiwrts t^^^ all of the 

undeveloped leads' iii this case for youi’^office and all auxiliary .offices 
until such time as these leads are cdvcifed. ; This will facilitate the 
supervision of this investigation by your office as well as at the 
Seat of Go.yerniaent* v-/■ ^ 




61-6560 








- v, ■ .li. j'f^ 













^ v:v V ' ,:.. 






,V>* :‘'X§Ai5s; 

, ; -^^iDir.QCtor,;:-:®!; -'. ' - '; 7; -", 

■ .' • AdfJES^EDLSla ■^as»;» • ’.- 

■ soRGE cAsjij ■;■>• ■ 

• ■’.:;.;%ITEHfIAE: SECURIft- r' R /.v'? 


'• >’'-V'^x^>•--■'■ -H-/i-'• >■ - .• 

■ ;i'r>v </'■■'•■-S-. >.- .■ .' . . 

■■ • '•'• ■ - 30s’ rl949 ”, 

'i • - ■■ •■•■.. ■■■■■.. :■■-■ ■; 




, „i ■ - ■ , ;■ Pursuant';^ your, request, tiierQ.i;,s're;^Sibsi^;;he^p4^^^ 
photoStAtic'copy'o? &0 iricpmb t^’^rbturn'df 'Agnes dmea|.'eyi:\'I^dp^^': 7 ■ ••• ,' 

■ Batat©, Saratoga S{ffingS:,’;-N^ York,' for :tHe|ye2^ ...^ " .. ■' 

,■: ■ './: . Bor yow Ihforoatdon, Bureau. ima^:'be.M advi^’ed that 

:.- the incemo tas rettu^ for year .1943';is do'^i^ aifa^iabldo , . 

The incdmo tax retur^. .for: the ^years '1942, ■ .1944^?-1946 and 194'? ., .^iv 
' -d-ill ^ be ■siade' available', to. you' upon' .thp. Sur©auv^;|^^ ^ 








Mr, Tolso n ■ - 

Mr. • 

Mr^ Qla^ a 
la* . Laidd : ^ 

Mr; NlcriSl sT"" 
Mr, Rofle n 
Mr." Trac y - 
^MT. Y^sa n 
'Mr. Quriae a•• • 
'Mr/.Harl)o '" ' 

Mr. Moh r-7 -^ 

Mr. Peimlngton_ 
>Mr, Qulm ..Taajni__ 
Tele. Roo m 
Mp; Nease 
MlflF* Gand y* 


■;5: J- 


.% ; }i^V. 4. ' 

.‘■ii'^ .vt >,7j 


"•: ■ neoHifsyEU'’- 


- -y "■ 


, v KtoSfwMsi 

• • ..'iuL-i:’ 


JllPI -£ 


-i^ -i ■« -.,■ 


t u.:‘;A 7 JV-; 












f:'SiSi59‘;XLba 

-' • ’ Director^ jBj" ' 

■•:■ ■/ \ :■ •• V',::''::/'. ■ 

: ■'■ A®3Es mEmM» T3as;>; 

' lEjTEISJAL SECUEifX - B : 

• ~ . Re report Specif Agent 

IJau iork August 4a 1949* 


Oc'tobar 5. 1949 


b7C 


, X She Albaagr and jfeCT Jork are ihstruoted to dslet© the words 

'’^ferred Upon CopiplQtioa To The Of lie© of OrigiaP on pigo two and the words 
'’Administrative Page”.from the top of page three of this report,, and add 
the words ’’Referred Upon Collation To Tho Offie© of Ctelgin” tp the bottom 
of page threQo.■ • .V.; . ^ ‘ 

These correctiOKS are being mad© aihEO the report in its entirely 
eontaists subatantiv© inforiiiation* These, corrections ha^ bGaii'Hiade in this 
report at the Seat of Govenuaent. 7 ‘ >, ».• .. . 


6L-65B0 / ■:; 




Mr. Tolso n‘ 

Mr. Cleg g 
Ur. Glavt n ■ 

Mr. Ladd _ 

Mr.' Nichols *'• - 
Mr. Rose n • • 

Mr. Trac y - ■-•-■ '>♦ „ 

Mf. Sgai t . ••. ■ •• : 

Mr . Gume a 
•Vx. Harbo ■ ^ 

•Mr. Mohr • _j3C^ 
Mr. Pennington • 

. Mr, QuinnvTaci m , 
Tele.’ ■Roo m'' 

Mr. Nease - .v 
-uiflg^Gand y • 


eio'tor^' 'me'pyk 


T=..:. ti4 


. f 

N/kl\ 
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U. Sr TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 25 


COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 




ADDRESS REPUY TO 
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 


The Honorable 


The Attorney General 


ALL - F BI INF ORMAT T OM„, - S'OMT ATNE D '' • ^ ' 

HEREIN IS UMGLASSIEIED 

DA.T E 12™ 0 8-2 cm 4 BY 602 9 0 AUC/ BCE / MLT / vt a • 


J^y dear Mr, Attorney General* 

Further reference is made to a letter dated June 17, 1949, signed 
by former Attorney General, Tom C, Clark addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, requesting uncertified photostatic copies of the income 
tax returns of Agnes Smedley/Yaddo Estate, Saratoga. Springs, New York, 
or Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York, for the years 1942 to 1948, 
inclusive, for use in connection with an official investigation being 
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation of your Department, 

Certain income tax returns for the earlier years have been destroy¬ 
ed under authority of an Act of Congress. Any return that may have 
been filed by Agnes Smedley for the year 1943 is no longer available. 

There is enclosed a photostatic copy of the income tax return of 
Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, New Yor^,^^o r 

Your request for photostaticncopies of the' income tax returns of 
Agnes Smedley for the years 1942, 1944, 1946 and 1947 will be made the 
subject of a separate communication. 

If further correspondence relative to this matter is necessary, Ik 
please refer to ITsRectlTfr-P-KO. . 


Very tri 


^•ours. 



, ENCLOSURE ATTACHED 


COPIES DESTROYED 

V R96 APR 21 1961. 
Enclosure 


Commssioner 


e/22'/. 


,<!■ np'? 4 1949 













A'-r. 


) -"/l -v” 






Okotj0?‘3.3, 1949 


-« o^iD7'iagU L 


.pljjeotor of -'Int^lllgostoo' ■■,'' 

: .Geisej^I st^ff. ., rL .- •• .■ :r- 1. 

^.3cjpart®ent of t!io“-:issi^-- : ■ - . ■• 

■•-•?hft roataeon ■ 

.'’i8hiae*on» B. 5* Attoatloai GJttef : 

'.;. .„ . Secttiflty aad (EpaiMas 


Aj 




'ront iolm Eciijaar Hoovor-« Mreotof * tawakig ition 


ject s 


• S^C?0Ii’'¥,-ya»-'-- 

CBoyeau fllo 61-0580) 


DECLASSIf lEO ^ 
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Ur. Trac y 
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Mr. Harbo s__j_ 
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5fhe following tooted etaaiaohitation bas l)oen iroeelved 
from the Intelllgoat^ Blvlalon of the Aiwyj ;:. ..: ^ - .:,■ ' 

■•’'^'^■''«liifojmtion haa \»ea'*©colTr©d;\'fraQ’Oenenal 
■ Peadtoartens,.Far last Coaaiaad,"to"the’■effect that,’" :- 
P 01^ BMllonoff (110)* a Hasgian Satlonal, now 

hellered to ho a resident of the United States> end - 

formerly an Ina'^ctor of the I I ; , s , 

' i has eonalderahle 

infonaatlon on tte activities of ignee SaBdloyi who 
operated with the Chinese ComsRmlst Party In Shanghai ; 
dnrlng the period 1939-193$, 

*>11 is retuosted that an attempt he made to contact 
the ahove person In an effoci* to obtain any iaformtlon ' 

he asy have on the activities of agues Smedley tdille 
was Operating with, the Chlaose Conmnnist Party In Shanghai 
during the ahove-^ntloaed period, and that the ID,CSUSA „ 

the results of your contact with Siaillanoff*" vL (J^ 

attoi^t it being !^i^e to obtain farther identlfpii^ Inform . 
nation concerning li^lllanoff in order thfit he nay be located and nr^ 

IntervieWdJ la t!» neantlE© it is sw:g£^sted that you cheofe ^our 
office indices and other readily available sources In an afteiapt .to , , 

ascortaia‘hia.presenfwhercaboutB*" ' .^7' . , - : , , •7''.' 
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U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 25 


OFFICE OF 

COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
address reply to 

COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
AND REFER TO 


SEP 27 1949 




The Honorable 

The Attorney (Jeneral 

My dear Mr. Attorney General:. 



aes Sme 



Further reference is made to a letter dated June 17, 1949 ^ 

signed by former Attorney General Tom C. Clark, addressed to ^ 

the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting uncertified photostatic 
copies of the income tax returns of Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, 

Saratoga Springs, New York or Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York, 
for the years 1942 to 1948, inclusive, for use in connection with 
an official investigation being conducted by the Federal Bureau 
‘Of Investigation of your Department. 

The records of the Bureau for the second and fourteenth inter¬ 
nal revenue collection districts of New York do not disclose income 
tax returns for Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, 

New York, Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York, nor in c/o ^ 

A. A. Knopf and Company, New York, New York, for the years 1942, 1944,i^j;( 
1946, 1947 and 1948. . : . ■ -1 


If further correspondence relative to this matter is i»cessary, 
*please refer to IT:Rec;IW:P-KO, 

• Very truly yours, ‘ 



ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date 12“08“2004 BY 602 9 0 AJJC/BCE/MLT/vta 


Adting Commissioner 


Wo rded * 

federal BU, of !N¥o 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Msmorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Directco*, FBI 


^ROM : Los Angelas 


DATE: October 7, 19h9 


SUBJECT: AGNE^MBDLET, was. 

(THE RICHARD SORGE CASS) 

_ INTERNAL SECURITY - R 

^ Bufile 61-61*88 

Re New York letter dated August 26, 191*9, captioned as above. 


Agents 


iwas inx-arviawaa 

on uc-Dooer j* xyny. oy snec: 


at his residence. 



I stated that he had intervievred Miss SMBDLSY about 
five times -while on his journalistic tour of China in 1938, and had no b7C 
inforgiation concerning SMBDLBY not already known to the publi c. According 
to | I while he was in contact with SMEDLBY the question of pro- 

Soviet connections never occurred to him and if such connections existed 
at all, they were obscured by the general public concern over the problem 
of China's defeating Japan, He described SMEBLEY as a non-conformist and 
champion of underprivileged or suppressed groups, bit could not conceive 
of her as a servant of, or an agent provocateur for, the Soviets. He also 
added that in his opinion SMEDLBY was so well known and such an object of 
curiosity that she could hardly have functioned as a clandestine Soviet 
agent. '■ 

I-i b7C 

_I was very friendly and cooperative, but aside from the 

above statement he was unable to furnish any pertinent information con¬ 
cerning SMEDLBY. I 




RSCW:JLD 

100-30912 

CCt New York (100-68282) 











.;SAC, ■'S&w ybrk V 

AtgJES^EDtEy, 
IHTEK 3 AL SECCRrEY - R 



October : 6 » 1949 ; : J 


20, of of pager l 6 and 

^ IS, 1949 / 0 ^ chaSeS S ^leaW 

; inserted in the Bureau?^ co^^ ^ i i C: ; 

to conceal the^^ntity^^S'nSl*SSi changed 

designated as Confidential IhfoTwart*- s ource. This source wap , ]32 

to ao. 
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COHFIDSHTIAL . . ^ 
BY SPECEAL I^SEKGER 


Bate: October]^ 1949 



/ ^ ■ 


From: J6hn Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal ajreau of Invaetigation 


Subject: 


AGSffiS SMEDISr, WAS 
IKTERKAL SECimri - R 


1949. 


Refereiuie Is made to 07 mamorandom of August 5," 


J 


There are transmitted herewith for your infoimation 
single copies of the following investi^tive reports: 

• - • ' ■ ■ ' 

Report of Special Agent dames T. O 'Brian, dated July IB, 

1949* at Hew York, Shw'York. § B 

- ' ■' ■ ■' _ ■ , 


Effort of Special Agent | 
1949, at Albany, New Yoik. 


dated August 4, 


Report of Special ^ent James T. O 'Brien, dated September 19, 
1949, at New York, Hew York. ‘ ^ / . 
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STANDARD FOI^M NO. 64 


Office M^enmandum 



O 




TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



H* B* Fie 


V* P. 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


, pAjE: SeptemTjer 20, 19^9 


AOHES ^BDLBT, with aliases 
'TtMiSfm‘ sIcMiTY - R 


b7C 


[of the Stats Depar tment certaTn liifofma^oa. lcA hCjer h ipg, f 
has iMw_Te^est^V^^S7|^T^eaarTufni^h to toe 


On September l4, 1949, Mr. Je 88 ( 9 , State Department advised 
Special Agen t R« W. Law rence that by letter, dated April 4. 1949 . the Burea u" 
furnished to^ ' 

^nes Sme(U^T° _ 

S^tata^^^a'^ ment all fh Bureau files conc errd .'ng'l^hefe' 

the event the ^ is^ ore toan" was contained in previp^ l®'t|erA ^,^4© 
pGpciF 'tiQ6n‘b» 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

Since the Bureau has conducted extensive investigation In thie case, 
it is suggested this memorandum be routed to Mr. Whitson for the preparation of 
a summary for the State Department. 




y(' 
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RWL;iml 
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SECURITY Dfc 


i 


_Mr. Clelr^f^.. 

-Mr. ., 

-Mr. Harter. Nichoi. . 

■-Mr. _, 

- Mr. Bo S|ar. Tracy.• 

-Mr. Traljar. Harbo .. 

_ Mr. Q . TaranMohr... 

_Mr. Mohj’Tcle. Koom .. 

__ Miss GaflffyNeesa.. 

_Mr . Neal ^andy . . 


--Mr. Winxefrwa ’ 

:_Mr. J. A. Carlson 

_Mr. E. J. McCate 

_Mrs. Henley 

_Miss Jess 


__Mrs. Davidson 

_Chief Clerk's Off. 

_Records Section 

_Personnel Files 

__Mechanical Sec. 

_Ident. Division 

__Technical Lab. 

_Reading Room 


JJr. H. B. Fletcher 
_Mr. Baumgardner 


_Mr. Laughlin 
_Mr. Wall 
-Mr. Keay 
-Mr. Whitson 
M __ 

-Mr. Ferris 
Foreign Service Desk 
-Mr. Callas 

-See Me 
-Call Me 

-Appropriate action 
-Note & return 
-Send file 
-Bring up-to-date 
-Correct 
-Re-date 

-Please initial & return 
-Place on record & return 
-Place on record 



D. M. Ladd - Em. 5736 
Telephone Ext. 555 
































STANDARD POf^^NO. 64 


Office Memofandm 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


E. B. Fletcher 


V, P. Keay 



UNITED STiCTES GOVERNMENT 


DATE; S^temher 20, 1949 


AOEES BMEDLEY, with aliases 
“lOTEStSlrlECUEITY - R 


Information was received from 


b7C 


Ur. Tolson_ 

Ur. Clegg_ 

Ur. Glavin_ 

Ur. Lad d 
Ur. Nichols" 
Ur. Roaen " 

Ur. Tracy_ 

ur. Ega n 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harho 
Mr. Mohr 


Jin the Passport 


Mr. PemiingToiC 
'Mr. Quinn Taina_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ur. Nease^_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gand y 


Division of the State Department on September 12, 1949 that Agnes Smedley is 
presently applying for a new passport for travel to England and possibly to 
Italy or France. The indicated purpose of this travel is research and to 
write a book. The applicatioh is pending at the present time. 

REC0MMEm?ATI0E ; 

It is suggested this memorandum be routed to Mr* ^Oiitson for 
Information, 
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wit*, 

lile« Mrdfi Ftiit&kas 

3i5«dl4ic; ia jpsres<^^l^ »4 

muklMm Q&m^0 Mm t0ss9it ij (61-6580-39) ' 

Qpi iJto* ^ 194i|t irh^tes l I n !*•» Uiiwi wrilar# ««># 

f®r \^m£iklXy lA M* psm^mim a«»i"li»-iti*i jBfiaKwirx^ 

lie- a$»DC',f ■la m Hat of »r»:'.«s 


af A^Kis Ss«ill«(y, 'rsdteOf 5a*«t^3 


«g3 

(100-26731S&..547 p.lT) 


biiW^,br 


wm Uatad i& 1194$# sa'-si^iur;: fetiw^ 

in til* 5«BSi9S. AdB'^ai SofatMClt Sai^n^uraam' 7m- 

Bamtal Mi»m 3 «a»se^ %s ipai&^ n Hsl. aC <ii'||aniseilotR« oUod 19 tfta « 
Att©i ««!7 i]t««iwtl aj^ taitthin l*s« pum«^ ^ ]3BMRit4-wi -ftiar 9^ik.V^« 

(94-A-15 25« section 7> serial 625 
Or 4 S^pii 4 $# 194$# I - - —j r«a«s^ita»> 

tive to ttit ai® f mi«si»«© <*ori'a* 4|Ki ’kiM mait«t«^t. |l 
arrived at. ^rstofi* ^xSii^a Mm 'tmk^ msA mm ler i^aaa saedlajr* « 

Hiay a^re tak^ to Xsci^t gajwt©^ %rin|5St fork* Fr«B. t;ia4 dftt« 2:^ Rh-^ 
«nUJ. t.h« ^i« of tiseir ski|«»feirt <»i Adjust 5#. X9A$$ t**wi« werv;;^ -Cw 

I90UMI. of 4^3 

( 100 - 203581 - 4604 ) \rLHi 

€te Sf|jt«£Nir 2# 1945# ojaodlfiff’ «p|*oaj;«d m a r*ol© pro- ' 

£*foa ia ^«w f#jii <iit/ ii|.anKkr«4 ky **^4oo^ ^emA tattle «f tha 
' iilr** Hiis piai^re® tlM: ^phoM -autaia** i«»iaia» 1 i' 

im %n# Fsr mat ati4 aa «vMfNaa« of Jiaiaia’s gwNi o^wi \ 1 

tl^ tipmty ^ akldk ^kiaaia apvwi iwt to immstarn in / ' 

tfaa affair# 1 ^ aiifi#* m ( 6 I- 658 O-U pi2 & serial 17 ) / 

• ^ %t SiBgtailwr Hf Ml’i.'It int» r ellalaly rm&ttad ti-yifc Aja«» 

in eoatootidltlil ^ ^ I *tfio »»s ©»« of ^ ^^'XJ 

Qii$m^vymmmiM. 4#imnt:i# to tos oan i ?ife;vaa m& 


Rosen NOTEt 


■f' :' ;iVri-’as 2;ia%ilef’-1^^ to »«vo ao-ntrifigstife £tmM to tia 

iatl®ri8l woawiail. 9 $ A/.#ei««ri ;><»rl0t rrl»id#F^ ' itds 

Of^toiwitiioa tma .bam^ eitocl-by tr^e Attoi?^^ ss soal^s tdiisfift 

tfta pttjvto# of Mmmtim Qrstar ^ ' 

(61-65^5-16 p,4 & serial 6l p,14) 

The above summary includes only such information as has been verified 
Bureau through investigation, Ihe memorandtaa has been limited 
to those items pursuant to the Director’s instructions as contained 
in a nemorandum from the ISxecutives Conference to the Director dated 
October 3# 1949, which rested to the dissemination of infoimation in 
Bureau files, 


'•- .■’> *.-'i 

v » ; ; 
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Office Memorafidum 



f\ 


• UNITED GOVERNMEjSfT 


DATE: October 17, 1949 


FROM : 


SUBJECT; 


1^0 



'«r. Nichols 

Mr, Roserf_: 

Mr. Trac y 
Mr« Ega n 

. Mr, Gumea_ 

Mr. Harho^_ 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Penhlngton_ 
Mr. Quinn Tainin_ 
Tele, Roo m 

Ur. Neaso_ 

Miss Holmes^_ 

Miss Gand y 



MR. FLETCH^^^^^’-'’ 

MR. VffllTSOin^ 

AGNESal^es 
Agne^Srudin, A^^gers, 

Alic^^ird, Mrs.^troikas 


The State Department has advised that Agnes 
has applied for a passport for travel to England and po^Lbly 
to Italy or France for the purpose of research and to write a 
book. The application is pending at the present time and the 
State Department has requested information concerning Smedley 
as reflected in the files of this Bureau. 


There is attached hereto a summary memorandum on 
Agnes Smedley, This memorandum nnnt.a-in a only that information v 

which has been verified by the Bureau. Her organizational activities 
are re^ricied to mose organizations cited by the Attorney General 
under Executive Order 9835. The Sorge material is not included since 
it originated from the Army and has not been verified by the au:*eau. 
This material has been furnished to the State Department by the Army. 
RECCMMENDATIOH ; 

It is recommen ded that the attached summary be made 

I “"available to | | of the State Department, who has re¬ 

quested that he'be furnished with information in Bureau files 
concerning Smedley. If you approve, this summary memorandum 
should be delivered to | | by the Liaison Section. 

I k 

Atachment / 


FLJjomr 
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"^ANDARD rO^ NO. 64 






fifS 

!• TO 


Office IA.eWOfafldufU * united states GOVE^R|Tj4ENt 


FROM : 
SUBJECT; 


L. WHITSON 



E. M. 


GHEGG^' 


/ 


r 

(/ 


DATE: October .21,' 1949 


<■> 


AGNES SMEDLEY, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
Bureau file #61-6580 


Attached hereto is a single photostatic copy of an 
article by Agnes Smedl^ which appeared on pages 1 and 3 of 
Volume I, number 52 of the "National Guardian, the progressive 
newsweeklyil.-dated at New York, New York, on October 10, 1949* 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Ur. Ladd 
Mr. NlchoTsI 
Mr. Rosen 

Mr, Tracy_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gumea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tainm_ 
Tele. Roo m 
Mr. N0ase_ 


Recomnendation: 



It is suggested this this be made a part of the case file 
in this matter for possible future reference. 



EM}:omr 

Attachment 
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The epic of 38 years 

From Sun Yat-sen 
to the Chinese 
People's Republic 


By Agnes Smedley 

THIRTY-EIGHT years ago 
■ today, on Oct. 10, 1911, the 
first Chinese Republic was es¬ 
tablished. And now in Peking 
Madame Sun Yat-sen, widow 
of the father and first Presi¬ 
dent of the 1911 Chinese Re¬ 
public, has stood before the 
assembly of patriots of every 
class and station that found¬ 
ed the Chinese People’s Re 
public and stated its objec¬ 
tives in these words: 

''Let us devote ourselves to 
the struggle to prevent the 
destruction of civilization and 
to guarantee the enjoyment 
of life by every person in the 
world. We shall never stop 
working until every cottage is 
rebuilt into a comfortable 
home, . until produce flows 
freely over the good earth, 
until profits of factories are 
fairly distributed. We shall 
not attain our goal until these 
necessities are available to all 
people alike, regardless of 
race, color, belief and areas/' 

Such are the goals of Chi¬ 
na today—the land that our 
own and Chinese reaction¬ 
aries tried to make a major 
battleground in a third World 
^War. The victories of the Chi¬ 
nese revolution have already 
tipped the scales^^ f. ^ig cgl^LV. 


38 YEARS OF STUPIDITY: 
To prevent our people from 
understanding what has hap¬ 
pened, the U.S. press and 
radio and government spokes¬ 
men describe the People’s Re¬ 
public as a calamity. If we 
recognize it, they tell us quite 
baldly, we -will do so only 
with the intention of destroy¬ 
ing it from within. In any 
case we will only recognize 
it after it agrees to assume 
all responsibilities of its pre¬ 
decessor, Its predecessor, 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomin- 
tang dictatorship, was a quis¬ 
ling regime that would sign 
anything for American mo¬ 
ney. 

Our policy and propagan¬ 
da on China sound like a 
w^orn-out phonograph record 
of 1911 Vintage. A study of 
nev/spapers of that period re¬ 
veals the startling fact that 
our press and government 
received the 1911 revolution 
exactly as they are receiving 
the new China of 1949. 

Only the names, dates, and 
terms of opprobrium have 
changed. Dr. Sun Yat-sen and 
his followers were referred to 
as "crackpots, cranks, sore¬ 
heads, Cantonese theorists, 
impractical visionaries, and 
disappointed office-seekers.” 

THE dr. SUN; In 

1911 ^Iso, our 0wn and other 
foreign goveiinments, to¬ 
gether with the great banking 
corporation's which had 
forced -and continuing 

to force—loans on China, re¬ 
fused to recognize the new 
Republic umess^ 
responsibility for all treaties^?' 
and agreements entered into! 


Dy iis predecessor. 'That pre¬ 
decessor— the decrepit and 
corrupt Manchu dynasty — 
had, like the Kuomintang re¬ 
gime, existed by the grace 
and money-bags of foreign 
imperialism. 

Because Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
was an incorruptible patriot 
and a revolutionary democrat, 
foreign bankers and govern¬ 
ments forced him to resign as 
President in favor of their 
own chosen "strong man” 
who, within the n.ext four 
years, destroyed the Republic 
and proclaimed himself Em¬ 
peror. He was overthrown by 
the Chinese people in the 
1915-16 revolution. 

This process of aborting 
the Chinese Revolution was 
repeated time and again from 
1911 onward. Today our gov¬ 
ernment plans to repeat 
history, if possible, though 
history never repeats itself 
exactly. 

THEY WON'T BE MOVED:; 

Chinese revolutionists of 1949'' 
have learned from history^ 
Mao Tze-tung, Chairman of:; 
the new Chinese People’s Re-_ 
public, has repeatedly written 
words that are now engraved 
on the hearts of the new 
China: that the Chinese peo¬ 
ple have carried on a bloody 
struggle for liberation for 100 
years but were beaten down 
time and again. Yet they re¬ 
peatedly arose and "prevent¬ 
ed the whole of China from 
being ove^r-rpn by imperial¬ 
ism. The Chinese people will 
not be subdued.^’ 

The Chinese People’s Liber¬ 
ation Army and the new 
People’s Republic are the 
spiritual heirs of 100 years 
of bloody struggle. Older lead¬ 
ers of the government, in¬ 
cluding Chairman Mao and 
General Chu Teh, com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the army, 
actually fought in the 1911 
revolution and in every liber¬ 
ation strug gle from th at time. 
t<| the^preselirt day. 


Tens of thousands of others 
in the Liberation Army were 
among the founders of the 
old Chinese Red Army, organ¬ 
ized by Mao and Chu Teh 
following Chiang Kai-shek’s 
betrayal of the Revolution in 
1927. That army fought in 
south China for the next 
eight years, always organiz- 
irig, arming, and educating 
{the peasants and workers, and 
introducing the first demo¬ 
cratic institutions among the 
common people — including 
civil rights and equal suffrage. 

22-YEAR EPIC: In October, 
1934, the Chinese Red Army, 
made the epic Long March 
to the northwest, to get 
astride the route of advance 
of Japai>ese imperialism 
which had begun the con- 
I quest of China three years 
before. One hundred thou¬ 
sand men left south China, 
fought almost every step of 
the way over 10,000 miles, 
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From Sun Yat-sen to the new Republic 


(Continued from page 1) 

crossed great rivers and 
mountain ranges covered with 
eternal snow. One year later 
they emerged in the north¬ 
west with 40,000 survivors to 
begin the war of national and 
racial survival. 

These 40,000 veterans be¬ 
came the iron core of the 8th 
Route Army, Another 11,000 
Red guerrillas from south 
China became the core of the 
New 4th Army. Together these 
two armies fought the Jap¬ 
anese for eight long years. 

THE NEW DAY: During the 
second World War, Chiang 
Kai-shek tried to starve 
these revolutionary armies to 
death by a military blockade 
while the Japanese decima¬ 
ted them on the battlefield. 
Instead of letting themselves 
be starved and decimated, 
they rooted themselves in the 
common people and developed 
the greatest production and 
study movement in human 


history. Into vast areas in¬ 
habited by 100,000,000 people 
they introduced democratic 
institutions, industrial and 
consumer cooperatives, and 
schools of every variety. 

In infinite patience they 
educated their people in gen¬ 
eral, cultural, political and 
military subjects. When the 
second World War ended they 
had over 1,000,000 regular 
troops and 3,000,000 civilian 
“Minute Men.’* When Chiang 
Kai-shek, abetted and sup¬ 
ported by America, began the 
civil war to keep his dictator¬ 
ship in power, U. S. and Chi¬ 
nese reactionaries happily 
declared that the “dread Chi¬ 
nese Reds” would be exter¬ 
minated within six months, 

THENEWPEOPLE: Last 
January uncomprehending 
correspondents and other for¬ 
eigners saw the finest army 
in Chinese history—an army 
equipped with American 
weapons captured in battle— 
march into the ancient capi¬ 


tal, Peking, in solemn and 
disciplined ranks like men 
approaching a holy shrine. 

When this army later occu¬ 
pied Shanghai, bastion of 
foreign imperialism for 100 
years, its exhausted, mud- 
covered troops did not even 
occupy empty houses. They 
slept in long exhausted col¬ 
umns along the cement pave¬ 
ments of that cruel city. 

“Fanatics,” our press calls 
this dedicated army. Now^ 
they are moving against Can-* 
ton, one of the few remaining 
strongholds of Chinese and 
foreign reaction, while a Kuo- 
mintang UN delegate defames 
his people and nation by de¬ 
claring that the Chinese Re¬ 
volution is the creation of the 
Soviet Union. 

AGNES SMEDLEY, author of 
four hooks oii China (the last: 
Battle Hymn of China), is notu 
completing another. She spent 
12 years in China as a news¬ 
paper correspondent,^ 



"The finest in China’s hlslery" 

Equipp^ with American arms (captured) these soldiers of, 
China’s army of liberation marched into Peking last winter. 
They were quiet, even solemn — impre^cd with the destiny 
A, ^ they carried with them. 
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SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Albany 


AGNES BMEDLEY, Was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 


DATE:.--^^;ob©r IS, 1949 

(M 


□ ReBulet 10/5/49, v;hich stated that the report of SA I 

at A-lbany, Kev/ York, dated ’August 4, 1949, should be amended so that page 
3 of this report be not considdred an administrative page of the report* 

An examination of page 3 of that report shows information contained 
in the Nev/ York State Income Tax Returns has been set out on page 3* 

The Bureau's attention is called to the fact that in the state of 
Rew York, income tax returns and records are extremely confidential and can 
only be subpoenaed in connection with matters arising over income tax viola¬ 
tions# There are no ’^loopholes’* in the state law v/hich would enable a court 
to subpoena income tax returns for any oiiier purpose* Consequently, this is 
being called to your attention in the event you desire to amend the report 
again* 

( Also, for the future guidance ’of this office, it is requested that 
you advise if the information from the Rew York State Income Tax files is to 
be placed in the regular portion of the report, or if it shoul^ remain in the 
administrative pages of the report* 

An early reply is requested since, this office receives many lea^ds 1/^ 
and the coverage of same in report form will be held in abeyance, pending the 
reply* 
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potober 31, iS4D 


TOO ComiaBoioiior of■ tho Bfroau of Intewial loTonuo, Dnitod Statoa 
Depairtment of the Treasury, has advlBod that a further chock of thoir rocorde 
dlsoloBod an inooBio tax return for Agnes Sandley, Yaddo Bstate, Saratoga Springs, 
Hew York, for the year 1947, A photo static copy of that return is. enolosod 
herewith for your information, " 
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^-or^rREASU RY DEPARTN.cf^T 


WASHINGTON 25 


COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 




Tho Honorable 


ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - 

DA.TE ll”04-2004 BY 60290 AUC/BCE/MLT/Vta 


The Attorney General 


dear Attorney General: 


d) 

Agnes Smedle; 


^ Jr 


Further reference is made to a letter dated J\ine 17, 1949, signed 
by former Attorney General Tom C. Clark, addressed to the Secretary 
of laie Treasury, requesting tmcertifled photostatio copies of the 
income tax returns of Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, 

Nev/ York, or Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York, for the years 1942 
to 1948, inclusiTe, for use in connection with an official imresti- , 
gation being conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation of ^ 

your-Department.*- . .. - • ^ 

i A further check of the records of the Bureau discloses an income 
tax return for Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, New York, 
for the year 1947, filed in the third internal revenue collection 
district of New York* A photostatic copy of the return is enclosed* 

If further correspcaidenoe relative to this matter is necesssiry, 
please refer to IT:Rec:IWsP-KO* 


Very truly yours. 
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Iafo»iMtiO» lowartiir^g'the. associat|»B-of • 

,aiifl y-nBk Dora mb luada araiiabla to/the. Arsiy*.' - 

Intelligence Division of •ttaa Awsy h»a noir advised Ifern serrod ia 

China,radar C-aaer»l ddiaph19M «i. « languaga - 

student and AsAlatant fttlltarii: Attaehiti, dtaring sfeich tj^ ha dalass ta 
have used Agnes ^dlay as a itowta of tafomatioa. the Intelliganos 
Divlsldk of the Any ^s advised no record can he found* oil^r In 
tbs files of that Division or thsl^tlonal Arohiywi* to eo&fini tho 
statement of Colonel Dorn that h#^%sed SWidiey of fiolally as a aoar^ of 
infornatira* hat pointed oat that this should not eenstned «p 
ev5dence that he did not so Ufs her inaWB^h as tl» i^oords 
period ar« not entirely aoctsc^iSta or aoupieto* nor ii; it eerlij^ that 
Colonel Dora would have identified his sonheet in roports sal^ltted hy 

ip4:.:;i-v-■ ■ ■ ■ ' ,’■■■ v'v/---v: 

' C^ies of oii^liiipondeaeo relatlag'to the Ariy inqt^ 
concerning Celiniuel Dom*o oiNfociatioa with A^es 3aedlf^ are tiiansnitted 
herewith for the Infoiwiati^d of your offios . wd officii raceiving 
uopies-of tbi.s\ocwKaaieation..'U 

/fit AtS w (3t<. A<;)u^ ^rt. <*!</ ~<yVW*’ 
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This CASE ORIGINATED AT YORK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

AT MSSir YORK ’ ‘ KY file NO, 100-6828&. DAA 


REPORT MADE AT - 
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PERIOD FOR 
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. JAMBS T.; O'BRIEN 
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AGNES"SMQDLEY, was* 
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CHAI^VCTER OF CASE ' 

•^.INTERNAL. SEGl^TY - a 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


former^ 

5i5=I»acificg 


/ <c 
/ cc 
t CC. 


SMRDLEY jiontin aes to reside at the home of 
|) Palisades, New York. Was 
. adtiVS 6 h behalf of the American Continental 
Congress for WOrld ^ace which took place in L —^ 
Mexico City, 9/5/h9.* 1"“ l^former^ 

CP Organizer and reporter for the Pan-Pacificp « 
Bureau of the Comnmnist Party, states he met ^ ^ • 
SMEDLEY in Shanghai in 1932 or 1933. He beli^vsd-' 
her to be a wtrusted party member”, but at a §5 K 
. later date for an une^lained reason he was ^ c 
^ instruct^ to have no further contact with ^ 

/^jt. /-X om/j An infoxstant familiar with activities of theg ‘S 1;' 

/’Chinese ComnuMsts in the New York area, sta^€ q 
^ • he believes SMSDLET is a lii^son agent for t®^ ** 

/X- Chinese CP and the New York Chinese, Communist 

group, but is imable to furnish any concrete 
"evidence of same* 
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Report of .SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN at New York, 9/l9/k9 
^reau file 61 - 6^80 


DETAILS: /confiden-tial Informan- q | of known reliability, 

^ ^ t Ncd-vised on October 17. i9h9. that the sub.iect ' 


Declas 


tCd-vised on October 17, 1949, th at the sub. 1 ect "Y A ^ 
continues to re side at the home | ~| 

| at Snedens Landing, Palisades,-New ^^2 
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'v • ' ■' ■^ ■" b7C 

New York City, advised 
member oi tde^Goiraimiust karty I’rom 1924 to 1937* He served as 


b7C 


■ 

■> . 

\ 


that he was a 

a paid organizei^ for the vGominuiiist Party ini the United States and part of this 
time he was also employed in,Shanghai'and in Manila, P.I., as a reporter for 
the Pan-Pacific Bureau'of; the. Communist Party. TShen interviewed, he was hazy 
concerning the exact dates ofithe various activities he engaged in, but advised 
thait sometime in 1932 or 1933, he met AGNES SI\fIEi3IEY in Shanghai, China, At 
that time-he considered her , a .“trusted party member". ^ 
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■ uJ^onfidenti^ Informanil_| of known reliabil ity/ •wtho xs famil: 

with the activities of the Chinese section of the CommunistTirty ih the KewbVD 
Tof^ area, 'advised that it was his opinion that SMEllLEr was a liaison agent - 
betvireeh the Chinese Communist Party and ihe Chinese Section of the American 
Communist Party in .New York City, Hoover, he was \uiable, to offer any concrete 
evidence to support this opinion. , (U) 

■ . ^ iTjonfidential- Informant! lof u nknown reliability^.^^^sed that b7 

Tidiile on a journaiistic tour of Chinal | he had interviewed SMSDLEY on several 

occasions. He stated ihat he had acquired no information concerning SEEBLSY 
which was not generally known. He stated that while in contact with SMEDLEY 
the question of ”pro-Soviet'* connections never occurred to him and that if such 
connections, existed at all, they were obscured by the general public concern 
oyer .the problem of China’s defeating Japan. He described. SMEDLEY as a non¬ 
conformist and a champion of groups which.she believed to be underprivileged 
or' suppressed, but he found it hard to think of her as an agent of the Soviets. 
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fonai 


^Colum bia University, 
for. the period 


- ■'.■. The'records-Of the International 

'V ^ew York City,, failed- to reflect any record: pfl 
to the present. It ■will be . recalled ^thisrer 
> in 1944.-. The records of t he -Imi^ gration and Jfaturaljaatipn Ser-vice ■were 
^ negative mrith reference to | | 


b7C 


he was'feported residing here 


■ '<r - 

St 


tto4nisei^t; 


□ 

^ _ 

in 1C 



Superintendent of the 

Street, New York City, reported as tbe.,residence ^ ^_ 

ad^vised that there was ho person of this name prd's^tly Residing at this, address 
and that he had not been superintendent in 1944* 


b7C 


It, N ew York-City, advised. 
that he. had been the o^wner of I "lin 19i^ and 1945. He stated 

that there definitely was no. tenant by the name of I I at that time at this 

address, and tha-fe this person was probably a_roomer in one of the apartments b7C 
since there have been quite a few Chinese persons in. this apartment house in 
that capacity. The r ecords of 'the Immigration and Naturalization Seryice were 
negative in regard to |~ I • 


At 


] 


|advised that she recalled a woman name 
une family .above her b y the name -ofl L Sh^ ' 
apparently relatives o]Q 
University. 


T.png t-ql arid , Ynrkj 

Wio resided with 




statecr/tiiat _ 

Is a teacher , at Colijinbia 
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■ The follimlng is Q uoted" fro< a jBeno, dai^d Jii|^^ i:8# 


aubjaitted by. Sil]_ (U)^ : ' : - ^ ■' : ;■, 

; »Sfted«iis Xandia^ ia a secluded and sbSlLI sdtm^nt located y 

btf .1*6 side of tbs ^^ilisades betneea i^die 9^ and the ^d|da Elver# 3^^; 

' geogra|)hldai iocatiojd'bf'tbe-.| phouse, does -not 'loi^|itself hlc . 

develo|«fi^ of infojndaz^ eoverap# iccdss to Shedens id;^d 

road frod^ute (U t "t-.' 

.^'^??8'0'ctober:l;3|:-;l|Jb^$:i^'.;^e Bureatt'^.M^ 
infpmation h^been leoeiyed fioa the j^ntelllg^ce JDlviaibn'of^^ 

'^; iillXlANOFi'* a 'Busstan natdonal^j now to be'h redlaent of-:the,.v' - = 

laited States and foimeriy an ljisplctori;ijE^ - 

I in Shanghai, had-donsi^tedShle iid;orB,|taph, on aora.-viTa.es 
of WII0iLl^ in ShanghalVV'^e files^dt '^he ?dric Office reflected thO’ folieeing 
information:-^- ■. ' -ST'•'. "'.. 

^ _' 1. ,■■•" .'_1._^_L-_• "" -■ 

—^-- In JannaryA 19ii7, ] 

_ I df th e International iforkere Ord^ and resided h%| I h 

tone Island, according to Confidential Ihf6r|pp|| [ni . . , 
tobwn rellability,^^^. ^U)' . ; ‘i» , ‘b 

Th© same infdrmant adslSed, that in 6ecSmber#fl9]*7> J!DR^WE&i . ' b 

rad KrSET^^hlAKOir, .bom iia 1899 Snd 18^ ^dftddtlvely;^^^ ildre kembSrS of * 
Ihterhatiohai llbrkers Orde,r Lodgeb^69* (V^ YTt^ -i \ .i;'. ■" ...-'i’ \“y 


' 'JS-tt,': . ...Jo 2 


r GopdCident .Jaformarit pt knowa Qd^§0 ttoat 

I das ei^lp 5 ^a in xj/ldi as atofagi^reMst F 

lavisren or cne soviet jrorchasihp^BBiiseidn at Was^hlgtdn^, 
was born on July 15, 1906 in Eussia, and entered th© United. States at Portland* 

0«60»,, 6n 12. 

Confidential Inforeanl|~^ of khoTO rell*^^iV» ®^dvised , 
on September 11, 19idi;V that frem; a rev^^ the literature 
Anas'^e^o Vonsiats)^ it appeared that he was supported’by the U^t©d Eussian , 
National Orgaifdsat iQyi of Am erica, h C o1ubE>us Circle, one of the members of ' ^ 
which was I \ VONSIATSKY was the publisher .of 


bVD i'. 




















f the ot.ber « a resalt of tMs o^l 

<;6vo5f appeaJNtd to to the iinroel4.ga^i©h of t^aobiTttijes v 

of SliSttjir aiid .they am ^cOordirigly' being .handle d in oonhectioRT ^th t|xe caf<^ 
file of f I Hoireveft. a nu^i odyei: bn ] | at heir 

of eiEpboymenti the China Aid. Council, 17^ BmadWi^i is being glaced^S^^ ^u) 


^ '^,,.1|y'letter‘date(i''iCct^ 5,,,19U9f',the-;i^ei»^tnStrab^§5th^ ': 

all tthdeyeioped leads. |n this case begiiming^^ i^^ of SiS^AMES/T* " 

O'BRIEM dated May 27j; 3S>ii?p ai New York, sho^ res-^ed both^pp v 5 
New York Office and all aux^^ tmtil such time as these/leads ) 

were ooyefed. Therefore^ bne copy of this, report hw bsto designate 
the Vashin^bn ^eld Office trith leads for that office whldh lirere ori^niliy 
set out in the report of SA JAMES T. O^*^ dated May ats^ York* 
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SUBJECT: 


M. H. B. FLETC: 


MR. L.^L. lAUGHLIN 

o 

AGl^S SMEDLEY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
Bureau File 61-65SO 



VERNMENT 


DATE: November 21, 1949 




smK 


DATE: Q3™23”2005 

CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BfE/MLT/EHL 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(6) 03-23-2030 


ASAC Belmont of New York advised at 1;45 P.M, today 
that Smedley has been residing with I I 

at Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York. Because of the 
location of this residence the on ly coverage which the New York /' 
Office was able to afford Smedlev l I 

This morning. Mr . Belmont advised, a note was received from the 
I Palisades reporting that Smedley had left t he United 

puates on wvemper 15 • | 1 reported that] 

| had sent a letter to SnBdley on November 15, 1949^ addressed 
to her in care oJfl 


Mr. Belmont stated that immediately upon receiving this 
information the New York Office checked and found that Smedley had 
departed on board the S.S. America on November 15,' 1949> occupying 
Cabin B52, tourist class. She is scheduled to arrive at Southampton, 
England, tomorrow, November 22, 1949* 

Through the office of Cook's Tour through iidiom Smedley»s 
passage was booked. New York learned that Smedley booked a one-way 
passage. The New York Office has not been able to determine thus 
far where Smedley is going. 
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SAC, New York 


November 1 ?* 1949 
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Director,. ?BI 'V'; y ■’ 

AGNSS SMSDLIT, was / . .; ' ‘ 

INTEKNAL SECDRITT ■ R 

^ ' Transmitted herewith for your information is a photoetatic copy of an 

income tax return filed by Agnes Smedley for the year 1946 . 
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OFFICE OF 

COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 



U. S. TREASUftV E^PARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 25 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
AND REFER TO 
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The Honorable, 

Attorney Qenearal 

AexMiT Smedley 
dear ISr* Attorney General: 

Further referenea is made to a letter dated June 17, 1949, 
signed by former Attorney General, Tom C* Clark, addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, requesting uncertified photostatie oopies 
of the income tax returns of Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga 
Springs, New York, or Snedens Landing, Palisades, New York, for the 
years 1942 to 1948, inelasive, for use in connection with an official 
inTestigatlon being conducted by thp^ Federal Bureau of InYsstl^tion 
of your Department* 

A further cheek of the records of the Bureau discloses an income 
tax return for Agnes Smedley, Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, New York, 
for the year 1946, filed in the Third Internal Collection District of 
New York* A photostatie copy of the return is enclosed* . 

If further correspondence relative to this matter is necessary, 
please refer to IT:Hec;IW:P-KO. 
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100-17502 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

WASHINGTOK ARD HASH FIELD 

DiRECTOa AND SAC* MEllCiJl 


^*25 


■mmmi 




^ Vv 

AGKHS SMIDLEY, WAS. 11- 8. SEHfSlP DATED H0VBMBE8 SElfER^reEK. 

HHEBBIM LEADS WERE Rl^tATED fOS AITESnOl OF WFO. ABQSI! STSIP STATED 

KiAT THESE LEADS WERE OSIGIHALLY SET .gWT IN REPORT OP SA JAMES T. O’BRIEN, 

^ __ __ -_... 

S A' DATED MAY TWIKTYSEVIII* LAST. ip PILE OF SUBJECT IN THIS OFFICE DOES NOT 
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SHOW TIAT REPORT OP SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN DATED MAI tWENTYSEVEN, LAST, HAS 


BEEN RECEIVED BY-WFO. WFO FILE IKIS NOT REFLECT RECEIPT OF ANT PRIOR 

DATED 


^‘‘^^ -SKPOSTS FROM NY OFFICE, HOWEVER, REPORT OF SA 

A 

, P 


b7C 


iC RINETEM, PQRTYFIVB AT ALBANY, NY, HAS, BEEN RECEIVED. NY REQUESTED 

TO FORWARD REPORT OP S4t JAMES T. O’BEIKR DATED Mr 

WFO AS SOON AS P088im,E, YDGETHER WITH AHY OmE» SERIALS WHICI NIIRT BE 
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PESTISSNT 10 ffil ISVESTIGA'flOS TO BE CONDUCTED ®f mS OFFIOB. 
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Office M.emwandum • united ^tes government 


TO ! Director, FBI 

FROM s SAC, New York 

SUBJECT! AGaSES' SMEDIEY, was 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


DATE: November 30, 1949 


fO - / 
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Rebxjlet November 25, 1949* 

' ^ - ' ' ' ^ 

A report, dated November 17, 1949, "was submitted to the Bureau in'"^ 
this matter f\ 
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used in a confidential capacity by the Pai*ty. These were his o\m beliefs. 

The Party told him that she was using poison ink and he had to read her 
'C letters vjith gloves to prevent poisoning. 

said that he decided that he wanted to write a book on 
Japan and went there ... sometime after March, 1934 ••• 

)7C made notes on child labor in Japan. He went to Korea 

and gave a speech in high school denouncing the Korean police. The police 
made him return to Japan and forced him to go back to China. Vifhen he 
arrived in Shanghai the Japanese police still followed him. He wrote a 
manuscript entitled "Eyes on Japan." ... 

"Smedley became so keen on the manuscript written by|_pn 

Japan that she wrote to Moscow to help him get it published ... 

"He ... deci ded to go ba ck to Moscow to have his manuscript 
'C on Japan published ...| | went as a passenger aboard the Russian 

ship North Star. The German woman he had previously met at Smedley*s house 
was aboard this ship as well as the Chinese Ambassador to Moscow. 

"When he arrived in Vladivostok he was detained by the Russian 
authorities ... he was involved in difficulty Virith the Russian authorities because 
he had brought a record player and some records from Smedley which were intended 
to be given to a friend of Smedley in Moscow. The Russians suspected that, the 
records contained coded messages from Smedley. At any rate, the Russians 
confiscated the records and a number of personal things he also had with him ..." 

Subsequently returned to the United States and rejoined the 

C Communist Party in 1935. Ht! was given an assignment to work on the American 
Friends of Clilna, organization and publication with headquarters on 23rd Street 
and 8th Avenue, New York City. After being active for six or eight months at 
the Friends of China, he was approached by a responsible official of the Commvinist 
Party at the headquarters in New York City, He was told that they needed someone 
I I the Chinese Communist Party paper. 

_said that he and his wife drove to California. He was 

under instructions to tear up his Communist Party card and all Communist 
)7C identification. He v/as told it was necessary for the Communists to disown 
him completely. He v/as forbidden to attend any Party meetings and was told 
to stay completely away from any Communist acquaintances. He was warned 
never to contact Agnes Smedley as she was reported to be against the Party 
and was said to be using poison ink previously referred to. 


" recalled that either 

woman previously referred to as j 

RECOMMENDATION; 


_I or the 

told him about Smedley." 


matter. 


It is suggested that the above be made a part of the case file in this 
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SUBJECT; 


PURPOSE! 


VJhitson 
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0 

AGNESISiEDIEY, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


UNITED STATES GOYERNMENT 


DATE: November 30, 1949 


All MAT10N CSIAU® 
reK4 1 UHCIASSIFIEO ^ 


To set forth information of inter est -concerning Agnes 
Smedley received through the interrogation of 

former member of the Communist Party, ~T 

BACKGROUND; \C 


Mr. Tolson__ 

Mr. Cleg g 

Mr. Glavln_ 

Mr. 

Mr. Nichols__ 

Mr. Rosen,_ 

Mr. Tracy^_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gumea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr _ 
y Ur. Perilling ton 
^ Mr. Quinn Tamm 

I Tele. Room_ 

' Mr. Nease__ 

Miss HoUaes_ 
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was., was interviewed first on March 30, 1949> 
by Agents of the New York Office, He admitted joining the Comniunist Party in 
1924 or 1925, and in lengthy interviews, related the story of his work in 
Europe, Russia and the Far East as a member of the Communist Party, As set forth 
in the repo rt of SA I ~| dated November 15, 1949, at N ew York Ci ty, 

captioned, | was,, INTERNAL SECURITY - C," I 1 furnished 

the following information concerning Agnes Smedley; 

_I later (apparently in 1933) met Agnes Smedley in Shanghai, 

At that time she was a trusted Party member. She read his poems and wrote 

a o the 'Nation* and the 'New Republic' trying to get them published, 
visited Smedley in the French Concession in Shanghai, Through her 
dam Sun Yat Sen. Sun Yat Sen wanted to celebrate the anniversary of 
the Rus sian Revolu tion but she knew she was being follo wed by the Chinese 
police. through Smedley met two young docto rs,! | who 

is now i n medical pr actice in Brooklyn, Mev/ Yor k, and j j 

I ni ckname wasj |were not Communists, said 

\ but he though ^ j became ver y interes ted in the Communist Party 

later, name later was changed to I l and he became t he only 

American doccor in the red are a in China.I jrecalled that l I 

originally came from Virginia, j [ met Smedley on the anniver¬ 

sary of the Russian Revolution and picked up Madam Sun Yat Sen in a taxi cab 
and they sped to Smedley's house where they celebrated the anniversary. At 
Smedley's home he met a heavy set v/oman whom he described as of^'German descent. 

He later went to Russia on a boat vdth this woman. He believed that this 
woman was in the service of the Comintern. She was an intermediary between 
the Russian Communist Party and the Chinese Comramist Party. Mf could not •— 

furnish anything further concerning this woman. ^ 

__ did not suspect that Smedley was engaged in espionage or 

acted as an agent for the Communist Party in Shanghai. Vvhen he returned to ^ 
China, however, at a later date the Party warned him not to contact Smedley. 

He believed that this might have been for two reasons——one, they did not trust 
Smedley, or, two, they v;anted him to stay away from Smedley-as she was being ,.f. 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 3-43 P 

ilfRECTOR URGENT 


AGNESt^SMEDLEY, WAS., IS-R. RETELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF ASAC BELMONT 
AND INSPECTOR LAUGHLIN AT BUREAU, NOv/ TUENTYONE ^ST. IN ACCORDANCE-d 

cd^HIGAKI WERE IN- 


17 -^—£J 


WITH PREVIOUS BUREAU-AUTHORIZATION, 


TERVIEWED AT NYO LATE YESTERDAY RE THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF 


IN COURSE OF INTERVIEW, THEY ADVISED THE\' WERE ACQUAINTANCES OF SMEDLEY 
AND VERIFIED THAT SHE HAD DEPARTED FOR ENGLAND NOV. FIFTEEN LAST. THEY 

I 3TATED THAT SMEDLEY SAID SHE INTENDED TO RESIDE IN ENGLAND FOR THE NEXT 
FOUR OR FIVE MONTHS TO FINISH A BOOK ON WHICH SHE IS WORKING AND THAT 
RER PLANS AFTER THAT ARE INDEFINITE WITH THE POSSIBILITY THAT SHE WILL 
GO TO CHINA. THE ISHIGAKIS ST ATED THAT SMEDLEY WAS TOO MUCH OF AN 
INDiy^UALIST TO .BE A .COMMUNIST, HAD EXPRESSED CONTEMPT FOR • THE CP OF 
"AFRICA. BUT WAS WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORTER OF CHINESE REDS. COMPLETE 
RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WILL BE SUBMITTED BY RPT IN NEAR FUTURE. 

/ A , SCHEIDT 

^ "> (// / r-/o 

HOLD LW j , uf"' ^ 
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■•, Mt ■ .JSLSif, me*, > ',: ■ ■ .,;•. •' - ,.;;-' ' ‘r\ ‘,. 

•. ;. .-' Coacemlng th» .pi^pose of Asies S.Ttedley»s dopaHure 
from the iJnited States' on 1949*^ ea route to 

Southcu;:^on« Engiai;^, inforjaants have advised that eh© stated 
oh© intended to reside in ’Snglaad i’ca* the next four ’or five 
jaontJho In order to fSnioh a book on 'whiolt she is viorking*, 

. fheso aources’ have rej^rted ttiat hor suboeiitteat J>lans ax« , - 
indefinite^ but tliat she go to China. , . , ' -'' F 

|MG:EAS;1^ - ‘ ^ A;':;/; j./- 'AY' 

. cc.; V legal Attache '■ Fr F ' 4 ' O'. ; 

lohdon, Engiahd^ . ; ' " A 

■^■ .Foreign Service Desk^ ' • . /V' ^ . : • ' ’ ' 
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5, 1949 


lew' 20 ^-V 

.'v'--(9 -■' ' 

■• ' '■■■mm'S&Mm, wam ■ ■■.. 

: mman. * .e ' 

,'■■ :■ Btffnau ^Mie' "' ■ 

■ ■ ,;•,: ^W- Iprv file IQChmSBZ 


- ■ • Eofereaee Is'mi# to Btapeau E:.eaoj*an 0 auia;t 9 ' l#if 2<!»k"<iated - 

October-.13,.:l949j;,co'^ies of wMch-ere'trabseitted'here^tb, ?or .the 
inforaatlpn of t£p'Wa,sMngton';f£eM’".Office. '9'. ^ 

*E2ie:Intelligence f lvlsioa of the An^ has liow advised .that tb.Qlr - ■ 
request for addi tionel inforga tjoa has revealed nothing idAch vrould ^ef^e to . 
fnrther identlfyl | Hoirevcr, they teve reputed their request ^mt ] 

an; attempt be tmke to locete aim in th® Inlted States and interview him cdn**, 
ceriiifflg his possible Icnovledge of Agnse Snedley end her activities, ^ 


It is suggests that the files of the l!Mi.fTation and laturaliaatien tflfV M 
Service and the tnited States 0eoartE ert of State be diecKsd by the Washington A 

Field Offieo in an attempt to idertilfjf l l and eetabliah his nresent 

whereabouts. In this conKQctioa, yow attehtion is also directed to pages. 5 r^f *^*^^**^ 
and 6 of the report, of Special Agent Jaaes f. O^lrfen dated t’ovoaber 17, 1§49, at 
Bow-york-Oity,-<(A'■-V ^ w- 

■ ■ .. ■ .9::;-. ■-v',9,-w- ; . 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 


Office M 


dum • UNIT] 


Mr. 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 


GUY H)TTEL, SAC, Washington Field 


AGUES ^IffiDLEY- 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


GOVERNJvfE^ 


DATE: December 6,n 




Tell*. Hdojut 




Gopdy 


Thi 5 is to advise of information received irr^ 
confidence from | 

_has advised that the | 

SMEDLEY in the near future to answer charges that SMEDLEY andn ® 
others were engaged in a Soviet spy conspiracy in Japan as(^tatOT 
in a release by the Department of the -^rmy. 

Ihis is being furnished for your information and any 
additional information will be furaished promptly. 


RINicl 

100-17502 
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■ Buyeaw ,Flle;'61-6580 •/• ■' 

■iJaw Tork File 100-^82, 


Deceiaber 5» 1949 (, 



"Eef©i?«ftce;"l9 'Bade .to .tlio-i*e|)ori.df Speeial Agent' 'JaBfif, ?• ‘0*Brlen; ' ■ 
dat^-Ecv70inb©r'17|yi949» .at Kew.XcrkV;';; ' V ''v'-''V-'" ' •Vv-'' ; 

.,:';''Tr'^8jaitt9d.,' hersisfith^For'Jsti^stltution AiJ ''ypw copies,.of 'referenced. I 

report are tls*ee oepies each oft pagep .2^ 3> and 4* . Oi^ copy each of pages - ^ 

3, and 4 1,0 trahpinitted herotdth for ap^bstitn^^^ the ccpy'distrihuted to : • 

the. Wasikh^darFioidlOffiae. ' 


EncldWe /■ 

cc -' Wash. Field (FnbWstnre) 




Tolsdpl, 
Ladd * ■' 


Cleggs 


^Qlavln_ 
Nichols^ 
Rosen 
Trac y 
liarho 
Mohr ' 


Tele. Room 


; Oandy^ 



























m MorsTmm iv 




Itetes 


tJeoanbiSt^, 5, ■ i94f'v ^"' 

iaractbr of. Jnt4ij.igoritti,; 


: C^aei^l Staff '. •••■7. :■$ ^•'VV'7'^i? 


, 'Degavtment; of'''.,t3?o,.4x^ 
Toflfcagoa '''/7.- ^;;'’ 

'rasliin^n 




:''Ai|enii03 j ■'' Chief, .■-.Secm-ity .fe'.Tr^nia^c* -'Ctwajs^ 


F^i^s ■ • .. ■ J^bn: ., Mirqetor.u, .Teiioral; Bure^ cS linreatigation; 

'Hes''. .■ ' AG» ■' "- 7-V '■"' 


- ; is''_rjsfe' ^ovewbet ' 23 |, v'- .■'/'• 7 .;- '■;: 

■ ■■ ;-^. ,■ :■• .-^ ■■;;'--f^oa''-tbe' avail '/. 

ae yei'"Sj 9 ;''|a:i?e not- -tesB'abia^ tOvMeRttf^----the l i lagfitlQaei.-.ita • ..■/•-■'■•' 

your 'of.;3?>»f0t>eaeo*'^-l!ow#qrf'''^.':;;'- 

in tMs a 0 ntt 0 otioa.-and- ,wi 3 i '■8.Ily^p0^tinent,1®aa^fc^^ thereof* j^ 4 ;| p 


■EMG: 3 p| 




rt ii./ ‘ ■*■,-!, /A •: 


7'' .' ". ■ /j i 

■ : "-77...".',77..X.!: ::•■. 

^ ■ ■"■.‘-7. 7'>777..,v:F; 7^^,.. 7::.7x7^'-77i77>V7 

7 1^'^: 


"-.yj:* 7 ' 7 , 


djyas. 4 EXT . BY 










■ ' 


Deeeabe? ‘4* 


itE0OBOtD'”'14^irectOT^ v;-/:'• V ' ■ ■ • ■■■ ;■? •' '^'V-■ 

• '"W# m'jaJ."- ■" *' ■' ■ ' ^■• ■ ',' . .V, '• •■ ■ *" ’'7 ‘ ■ • •■ ‘ ■ :'V 'V.-.' '• . •':•■•■’ 




v,-, -v..^ AGKSS'OTlMr^^ 


Tolflon„ 




' It is noted the telephone 

. , ’' v; ^ MAiimg: of approximately 3^ ^ alisades. Hew Totk, has, been 

.; &55a. • ^thou^^h ^5® irsug^eSVAt 


Qlavln> •: 


Silained. Althout;h tja i»eaL*’'it irmgBestS’thst. 

4® lhdlvld«a,, to.ah^. caB?.»ra 
their namea he checked.throog tt® 

COTerlhB terato'^ la »M 


b7C 


^ It i. re<ai.id..t£.t 

tim^ will be heceasary. to identifyJ*«se antjear to ^ 

the natara of th^B, eaee, .each'.“Uld appear to 

'■: ’ ’ ■ ■ i ‘.'7 ■ V • 'll:''• ' ■' ‘ 


;fc }■■' ^ ; -i' 


:^r ^ ‘ - 




<n 


. cTi y 




:H1' 




EMGrjo 






'■^7 -rv 
/on y ' 'm. 






• > C3 ^ 

V m 

*^. ^- . tD 


Tl, ..^r • ■ .%!. 

.-,1 '• 


^ 'y ■ ■ ■ '•■ •• 




■•■■•■•./•/f''''fe-' - . -t': 


Nichols^ 
Roaen_^ 


'■ ' •■ •. ‘7’' • v7li>:. ■ ■ iin it ■• ■■- I Tidtt 


•:-V'Vr y/i,:'\ 


Tele. RooBT 
Me&se 

^dy ' ,_ 


JY^ 







i» rANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Men, 


TO 

FROM 




t. H. B. FIETCHE^ 


L. 


SUBJECT: AGNES'^MEDLEY, was 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
Bufile 61-6580 

Pumpose: 



uniteeI J2-^G0VERNMENT 

DATE: December 6, 1949 


All WiC 

HEREIHKW' , 



To set forth facts concerning the advisability of attempting to 
identify approxi mately 360 i ndividuals tc whom toll calls were made from 
the telephone of| 


Sneden’s Landing, Palisades, New York. 


b7C 


Backgrotmd : 

Until recently, Agnes Sm edlev. aubieet of this investigation, has 
maintained a residence at the home I Sneden’s Landing, Palisades, ^ ^ 

New York. 


In the report of Special Agent James T, O’Brien dated September 19, 

1949, at New York, it was reported that a li sting of appr oxlmatelv 360 toll calls. 


made from the telephone listed in the name of] 

January 1, 1949, to August 15, 1949, had been oFtalnei 
advised that inasmuch as none of these toll calls co; 


dtiring the period 
The New York Office 


ie^ 

>;aLd be connected with 
Smedley, and because of the great expenditure of agents’ time necessary 
to identify all of these listings, they were being retained in the file of 
the New York Office for future^reference, but that no further action with 
respect to them was being taken at this time. 


b7C 


Agnes Smedley, a well-known pro-Soviet apologist, is of particular 
interest to this Bureau because of her reported implication in the Sorge 
espionage network in China during the period 1930-32. 


Status; 

The Bureau’s investigation of Agnes Smedley is presently in a pending 

status. 


Recommendation; 


\ 

It is suggested that the New York Office be directed to identify the 
individuals to whom these telephone calls were made, and that their names be 
checked through the indices of field offices covering territory in which they 
















|^/». .'>''s^iAVi, V '^•' • 

' ft- ; ' f - 


COiJpmH^L-':,.';-:-. ...■ 

.S2t SH'mt-:aesgK£®; 


I r- ■'nB 

'• ’^'■' * ’ •'. ■ .■. ■ ;'■•... ■ ■ . / '. '■ ^ v'‘ 

■ ,Bat0t ■'.'J,;':|3^ee©b©r '12^ '■2-949i 


Vv<im' 'TiSsIM of Investigation; 

. ■':■.' ■■' ItianivAL SKCimiTir '^P.: '. ' " ■ ■ v ; 


■' ■'•• ' .Kef ©reno© is. mad© .to our nesOMn^tta of .Kovo’-ber .'JO, 1949i:.; • 

: ; ' :, tfo are advised_that ■tlnltoS :Staton Passport, tio* i5l9S2';^s. '’■-' 

issued to /t^es Snedloy on 0oto1»r 2^ 1949» for one year for , 

■travel’ to the•■ British.Zcleg, F-canco, and' In making QpnJJlcation 

for .' this passport,- Agnos B!'<^l©3r.'432di<5at0d-1ihat she- expected .to nelfe jj 
a trip to tbs ahov© cotmtrlea for the porpoao of doing research on a ■. 
book .that;'she. .Is' writing* ^ ils' her add ress in rnriand* she indicated ,' 
that she pould bo oontaeted in o aro o ^ I . . 

L bondon, 0*1?# 19« ■ 

IMi© above la fPjsilshad for confidential Information and 
ahculd not be diasesinsted dntsido;; of yota* agency# 

E:MG:jO>f ■-;. , ' ,, •; ; ;v V ■■ V7-,-.. 


W 


Tolso n ^ * * '» • 

Ladd • ’ . .. ■; 

ae*s__ 

Glav.ln i • • 

Nichol s • ■ • f** r* ^ "1 

_ I S- W, i 

■ f 

H^bo • \ • •, 

Tele, Room,;_ 

Nw° « ,: A '-:v• 

Gand y ^ V / [Uj [ 


• X. v; a , . ■ „ ■ - 

• "i ' •, - if . 


ECC i 3'i49;i 
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DtCUSSlFltb BY. 
ON. 


♦ • "S* ♦-'TT^fTll 


w;:\ ■ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 9^0^ 


DECLASSIFIfiD BY .6.02,9'0 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
OH 03 ..2.4 -2005 ^ 


..-waiwi. V v- 

^ ieo-l75b8 : ^ ^^ : ^ , 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: u 

ItASa i«I> NENTORE F80K IKA^ FIELD I2*6»49 2tU5 ?il ; 

^IffHECTOR AND SAC \ .. !m 

. AONE^'%BDLET, WA)S> IS * »• REBUILT HOT tWiMTYT»0»^ M^ FIUS PASSPORt -a_ 
DIYISIOH, STATE DEPT,: jRXFLKCT SUBJECT APPLIED FOR PASSPOtt PpB ISAVEL TO i 
BRITISH ISLES, PRAHCE AID ITALY OB SEFrEMBER EKMJ, /STATE DBPf ISSUED 

PASSPORT BUMBSR ONE PlYB ONE NINE SIX TUTO TO SUBJECT OB QGIOBIR TBEBTYEK^f, 

. LAST, tAUD FOR ONE TEAR,; FOR TRAVEL TO ABOVE COUNJEllS^ HRR APPLi'CilTIOM 
REFLECTED SHE DESIRED ID DEPART FROM NSWYORK AS SOON AS PASSPORT WAS QRAHTED 
AND PURPOSE OP TRIP WAS *0 DO RESEARCH ON BOOK AND CfOKPl^'EEOS OF BOOK SHI 
SUPPOSEDLY IS WRITING. SHE ALSO LISTID HER TEMPOS ART AI^ESS AS HOTEL 
CARTERET, TWO HAUCBT M®T WEST ©raTYTffil^ STtSIT, lYC*' APPLI CAS OS FURTHER 
reflected HER FUTURE ADERlSS TO BE CARE 0F | 

LONDON 8.W. HINlTEiar. PSOlCtTATlC COPIES OF 
THIS PASSPORT APPLICATION HAVE BEEN REQUESTED OF STAli DSPt AND WILL BE 
FORWARDED BUREAU AND MSSfYOBI AS SOON AS RICHV]® |R(» SfATS DIPT. 





BOTIIBL 




’T.ASSVW^ 

,5»S0B-FC 


:? is 




eTCEPT 


f .. 

Y?: t 




Approved:. 


Special Agent in Charge 












^Mdreesi • ' __ 

^Blrthdatei _ SUPVj 

Itlsct 


. Searcher ^ 
Date 7//5~Initlal ^7 


FILE NUMBER SERIALS 

■_ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN -IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03“2 4“2 0‘05 BY 602 9 0 AJJC BCE/MLT/EHL 











^rthdatei . . ' S UPV: 

Misc* - _ 

Searcher 
Initial 

SERIAI^; 


, , D ate 
FILE NUMBER 
















STAN^^RD FOR^ 




ce 


• UNITEIi 




OTERNMENT 


DATE; December lU, 19^9 


TOTTEL, SAC, Washington Field 


^UBJECT: AGNES SMEDLETjWasj 

INTERNAL SECURITY « R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 

Rebulet November 22, last requesting that Washington Field 
Office obtain photostatic copies of AGNES SMEDLEY's recent application for a 
U*S. passport# , 

In accordance with the above instructions enclosed herewith 
to the Bureau and also to the New York Office are two photostatic copies 
of passport s?>plication nianber 151962 and also two letters written by AGNES 
ajEDLEY to the United States State Department dated September 8, 19li9# 
Investigation is continuing in this office to obtain additional information 
contained in the files of the State Department which has not been reported 
previously# 

Enclosures: 

cct New York (Enc.) (100«68282) 


GCM:^ 

100-.17302 





fjd DEC - 








^ECOuJLD 


ii mm 


^ A‘ (oS 


















Fom i DSP-11 
r. (3-4-47) 

J^^Tho l«gal fee for a passport is $9, in oirrenc? 
or postal money order, and $l for execution of 
application. 

The total fee is $10, It is unnecessary to pay any 
other fee to any person in connection with the Ailing 
out or execution of this application or for obtaining 
the r^sspori. AH necessary infarmaticn and guidance 
will he given applicant by the clerk of court or Passport 
Agent before whom this applicntion must be executed* 

An application executed before any other othcial is 
not acceptable* 

United States of America ^ 

State of -V..« 

County of ^ . I 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

PASSPORT APPLICATION 


Bud^rrt Rjircan Nr>. 47-U051. 2. 
Approvai expires March 31, 1951. 

(Do not osG this space) 


FORM FOR NATIVE CITIZEN 

[jaTilTlOK OP 1947] 

l-K- 


Execute anci attach '^ifART TWO if members of 
family are to be included in passport 




AL L F BI I ME' O FlM AT I ON C ON T A.I N E D 
H E R. EIN I S IJM C LA. S SIFIE D 
.AT E Q .3 2 4.2 0 0.5 B l 6 0 2 9 0 .A U O B O E /' M L T /' E B. ..i... 


a Citizen of the United States, 
I solemnly swear that I was born ^ 

__,on .^jd..,lAuML 


X 

(Nam# in full) 

do hereby apply to the Department of State, at Washington, for a passpoi-t. 

Aftfei,. ., ., 

iTodp or city) (Province or county) (State or country) 

I am domiciled in the United States, my permanent residence being at __ 

in __, State of 

(Town or city) J ^ 

I have resided outside the United States as follows: ^ * 


(a) 

O 


(Date) 


^tate name of, ar 


' (Niimesof countries) 


and period of^midence In^ Mchsforeisn country> 

from.-to_. 

.from. l\r^‘ > 


I _ to 


My father, _., was born at 

lZ6>r,y 3 4)ic/ /; 


. on or about 


(The following portion 


in this block to be t 


s nowoiesirittiaest. 



filletl in only by a pexgftXl.whose-fathei^was Jmt born in the United States) 


My father emigrated to the United States on or about ___— --—, 1_, resided _ 

^ , (Month) (Year) 

years continuously in the United States from 1_ to 1_, * 

_ k:. . 

J (Month and day) (Year) 
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cr 

(h 

p \ fo 

3; 

•a 

Zn 


3 
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o 

» 

a 

1 

1 

3 

1 

-o* 

c 


tr 

sUb 

v; 

Res 

p 

|i/t> 

o 

ly> 

p 


<-h 


►-h 





(City) 


(State) 


My mother 


•,.. .S- htJL _, was b^n i 

£(i0uii 


_ _, was bprn 

<2^ ^ (Name) j 

on or about___, and is now r^Fiiding at 

(The following portion in this block to be filled in only by a person whose mother was not born in the United 


My mother emigrated to the United States on or about __ 1_, resided 

(Month) (Year) 

years continuously in the United States from 1.. to_ She acquired citizenship in the United States 


by- 

DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT 

Height.... . - feet,..inches. 

Hair. ^ ^ 




»’.{ :!V 


Eyes 


Distinguishing marks or features.. 

(Note any marks or scars on 

. 

^ hiintis or face by which applicant may be identified) 

'vplace of birth 

(J ^ (City and Sta 

^''Qate of birth ...^ISiX.*— 

^ ^ (Moinh, day, an(f year) 

V. 

Occupation 


(City and State) 



MMLING ADDRESS 

(Priat complete address plainly) 


r/// 


. 

- 

. 



■i-c: 


My last American passport was obtained from._on. .J.M/. .53.^' 

^ (Insert Washing^n or location of^ssuiag o ffice) (Date) 

I Wd is sta^itted herewith for'caneellatmji ._ 

J - • ^vy * / (Olve^positioaof passport if it cannot be suennUf^ . f i6 wg2p^ 3-6 

piuno-Jc^ ^ 




















































































Hotel Carteret, 

208 West 23rd St., 
New York City, N.Y. 
sept. 8, 1949 


U. S, Staoe Department, 
Washington, D. C» 

Gentlemen: 


b7C 


The reason m v former pass port is not included with the 
present application is that (Extension 3486 of the State 

Department) has informed my attorneys, Rogge, Fabricant, Gordon & Goldman 
that my original application, sent by registered post on August 16, 1949 
and containing my former passport, has been mislaid in the State 
Department or, for some reason, has not reached the Passport Division, 

My old passport was filed under the number^2311 A 733, or bore that 
numbef*. 


ATM. FHT TMFnRMATTnN nnNTATNFn 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-24-2005 BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 


Re spectfully. 



; 












per manent address; 
c/o 

Palisades, 

Rockland County, N.Y. 


A T ^ T ^ -p p J J J,.J p (-) p J,y rp j Q|..j py Q|,j rp j |,.j p p, 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-.24-2005 BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 


Temper ary addre s s; 
Hotel Carteret, 

208 West 23rd St., 
New York City, N.Y. 
Sept . 0, 1949 


bVC 


U. S. state Department, 
Washington, D. C . 


Gentlemen; 


I am applying for a passport to go abroad and have sent 
my old passport. No. 2311 A 733 to the Passport Division together with 
the required photographs and the $10/ fee, 

I am applying for a passport to visit England, Franca, and 
Italy. My purpose is to live in London, if possible, until the book 
on which I am working is finished. If the climate is too disagreeable 
and the cost of living beyond my means, I will pass through France to 
Italy and live there. I wish to live in Europe for a time because 
the cost of living in the USA is beyond my means and because I c an 
live abroad, on my small savings, for from one-third to one-fourth 
of what it costs in this country, 

I have a friend in London who has Invited me to share her 
flat from September 6th onward. I could then be within reach of the 
Br^^l^Museun^oi^|esearct^vork^J^ friend's name is 

Her 

nusoana, the Is governor the Seychelle 

Islands off tne east coasL or iurica. 

Please grant ray passport at the earliest possible moment 
as I wish to finish my book and meet my publisher's dead-line. Every 
day's delay is a heavy expense for me and time lost on my book. 

Respectfully yours. 





CUAA- 








t 


•rviA 

















.. 


aud who is now residing at .0.1..^ 

J hao no t b oon t a< 

Our marriage < terminated 


who was born at t...on..; who {jL—iJ an i 

.. 

dnatedby'itt&) (divorce) on ..OkL.mtiir. . lA.i^....hr....L.^./..L . 


an American citizen, 


(Date of death or divorce) 


A WOMAN APPLICANT WHO IS OR MAS BEEN MARRIED MUST FILL IN THIS PORTION 

My maiden name was ...and 


wa^reviously married to 

.at 


(l'\ill name of former husband). 
* __ ^ ' 


wjiifsw—ft ._.. 

(City ana State) f g 

smd the marriage was terminated by 


who was born 


> » 

flf marTM mora than twica, Mt farth facta In a aupplamcntal atatamant) 


*y{fo™?husbakd}^.^*^™^^ ‘o the United States on 


his father 
he 


was nat 


(Name of father) 


Court of -.yi^.y/w 

/v / 


(Month, day. and year) 


MY ^TRAVEL PLANS ARENASJFOLLOWSs. 


as shown b; 



as a'dltizen of the United States before the 


^ (City and State) 

CXT. j_/submitted herewith. 

.. 


Port of departure 

Approximate date of departure I 

Proposed length of stay abroad . .Zu^.....^je!LfV0 

^ J .'j ^ 

Means of transportation .. 

gName of^ip orair line) g 


Proposed length of stay abroad .icuc . .^SjffUvo 

^ / /j ^ 

Means of transportation .. 

gName of^ip oryUr line) » 

Countries to be visited ..^^Oe%r4^^ / 

'•r. :irxJ^x-.%sLjSb*i!j 

iM .^. 

Purpose of trip.. .F 

..£.aru4.|JttijAMA ..CATE 



-jStLL FBI irlFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN Is/uNCLASSIFIED 
-DATE 03-24-2005 BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 


I solemnly swear that the statemenU on both sides of this application are true and that the photograph attached 
hereto is a likeness of me. 

^{^l^not}^° naturalized as a citizen of a foreign state; taken an oath or made an affirmation or other formal 

declaration of allegiance to a foreign state; entered or served in the armed forces of a forei^rn state: accepted or performed 
the duties of any office, post or employment under the ^vernment of a foreign state or political subdivision thereof: voted 
in a politicsd election in a foreign state or participated in an election or plebiscite to determine the sovereignty over foreign 
territory; made a formal renunciation of nationality before a diplomatic or consular officer of the United States in a foreign 
state; b^n convicted by court martial of deserting the military or naval service of the United States in time of war; been 
convicted by court martial, or by a court of competent jurisdiction, of committing any act of treason against, or of attempt¬ 
ing by force to overthrow, or of bearing arms against the United States. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 
foml^'imd dopac^i^znat I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I take thU obligation freely, without 


;.or purpose of evasion: So help me God. 


•- .A 

5^1 .•* Sl’' H 

' ; gi^lserfl^j^ B O fa^ or^ before me this_- 

'4 .-3- 

of the Asent-D^fe 


I CSIgnatura of 


appllcant> 


. V . ATFIOAVIT^OF^IBENTIFYING^WITNESS 

I, the undersigned, solemnly swear that I am a citizen of the United St^sTtEat^I reside at the^tess.wri^n below my 
signature hereto affix^; that I know the applicant who executed the affidavit hereinbefore setlcMn^ be'^a citizen~of“the^ 
United States; that the statements made in the applicant’s affidavit are true to the best of my kiw^^dband belief; further, 

I solemnly swear that I have known the applicant personally for.years. n/ft' ^ 


I er appmlmato Oala ef I 


I a PMspart, give numbar If hfwwn and 


No. 


Dot# of Issuo 





















































•. b7C 



Peyton-Fom 

Assistaiit t< the Attorney Offlftefal 
tdrector^ FBI . \. - b'. ' i 

^ ’ , 

■ AGfffiS SL^DLE?^ iJlth aliases 

■ ItITPPm SBCIiRIff ^ R - ■ ■ , ^ V ■ 



Decemlj^ 12 1 1949 


i, cm/ . 



The files of the Passport Division, Ctii| ^ gtg * s e "' 
Depaa*tffleat of State,, reflect ifcit igiies Siaedley ; 

Dnited States passport on; Sept-enber 8, 1949, for to the * ' ■ 

Eritiah Isles,* France, and Italjt. On the basis f|. ij^applicatlon, 
the Itoited States Departsent of State issued Dnif . 5t4t«i Passport 
ITo. 15196? to her on October , 28, 1949, valid ^®5f^^ear for-, 
travel to the above countries* In her applicatS stat^d^^bat 


^ravei VO Title aoove counvries* jin nor Xghe .stated'Jtna' 

she was aakin® the trip for the pturpose of doinr ^.gge^h'oA' a 
. . . book on nhich she is currently working* . . 

Agnes Smedl^ departed froB the 
port of Hew York on November 15, 1949, aboM^ the^^SS 
-scheduled to arrive at Southaiapton, Fnglan^ on HoXg 2 ^f "22, 1949. 
In her application for a passpo rt - she indii^ted thM^^f^^^ uld be, 

. eontaeted An EnglaM in care, of [ \ 

I hoaaon, jg, f19, inforsnti^b' 

nas neon rsceivea xnaicaving vnat she ejq^ots to reside in ^ 
England for the next four or, five aontlyl but that her subsequent' 
plans are indeflaite, although she may^o to Chinas ’ 

fho above is set forth'SdLel|yt>r^yctHr inforBiation* 


ft/»v,E' 


- / n-- 

V;Ch,.‘h 


t' : . : 






V’ 




HECIMSIFIED BY. rf^. 













Patel 




BaeeciljeJ:''12v.^i949 ’' laDa-f a%'^' ' ■ ' ' > ' 

■®iyeetos*-.of ■ lntaHg^©;"a« '. 

■jGeiiaral'Btaff ' 

'.Popartmest -.of ■■;. 

t&e/ivjhtason ■• ; .:..a 

■ mmnn\x>n 25 , ''■ ” .aaa.■ ^'■^.■ . • . .>■, 

Atteniloai,' CM.©|'^'-,Sfct?0.ty and.fralning Croup- ■ 
John. Mgar;Hoover,' ri^dtarij'PBI'- 

.’ : ": ' ••"•a-v' '. ■ ' •■• •' 

'ASHSS witfe-aliafies. .' ' ■ ' . 

.r-^cimiTX:- T^ ■ ■ ■;■' ■ *■ >■ ;.i’--'.-.;; '. 




: • 


a-a •-'. ■„ .''■ fhc.'.files-.of. the Faaspofi^t 'Sivie.ionj .United FtntBa..nepartTfient;,of’ 

; .\ ■'. '.S'tSte, ■ rofleo't ..that -Agnes ■r-t'.edley applied.' for .a .nnited-H-tates paaspoyt;';. '■■- ■■■ • ■' 
.■■s :^,on^Se|^eab^r''S,■'■194;9>■.for travel,to':tfee:;’I^ltlah Ialea,'.7.'rance> and’'Italy. 

'{^.the; tmalfl- af.'.lier.: aoplioatida|'.,th'y;!fttitad-Stat 0 s department of ■.Heta 
■ Issued ..United ^.t^tea^-^aasport ■■.Hoi''l‘5i90'-to-/her .on.October 28, 

•'.■-■. .valid'', for one yenr-for'' trav©!'. .tq. the: abcve .'countries. .■ in .her: application',, r..-, 

.■.;■■ she st!5 ted'-that .she've» ■makihg--tfee. tfip..fqr'.:the p»-»rpose of’.doing vreeeareh ."; 
.; ym-i& hook on nfeich'-.-she'Is .'cuyTently'uo'^rihg,1-,'.:.' 




. Agnes, Frsedley depart0d .f»w the'•United,States, at the'-'port ..of;-',.'*;;; 

■ J?ew York on .**o'*>n»her-.15',:'.1949,..-ahdard' the :^;'AjBerlea, .a^edul^ to,. 

■■■ Srilve ;at .fontnamptchy faigland', .on.lTeveaber .22, 1949«. In.-her npplicetioa 
■ ■., for.-a pi tas^rt-aha lndi.oatM:that:at.e.could.he oontaoted in.'Kngiand.-ig -'-','; 

.•'. care of I ' ] ’ 

■:.T:nndqn,' -S. W:..,19, .Information fcaa‘.teen-received, indicating'that.she 
■expects to reside in-..Fngland.for: fch4''.ne3£t..four.or five aontha''lait tha.t.'he^.,'.^ 
subseciuont-plana- are indaflni‘t^.,'v-altKDUgh;She, wsy 'go. to China* '. ' ■ 

, • fhe" above is. set forth-'f6r’.'^ituj' :eQnfi.denl^i^ .ihfGr»ation 'ehC-','-':''-;'' V-...''','- 
.:should not l» dlaeoialnated'..outsideybur'iDeiparteent* .' ' ’ 


EMGfJo^^..- 





5^^jDsfi£C 14 toad ) V 
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'DATE': Q3A24-20O5 V,-;-.-'’ ‘ '■ • 

CLXS-Sl£’Jp;D BY '6029 0-"AUC: BCE/ML'T/E‘HL ■ ‘ 

"decLas^HEY on: _Z^ 3.5 16) 03-24-2Ci3p 



j'f • 


V . Iffii • AGI^ES S^JEHLEY, -nith aliases ' 

He are advlged that Hnited States Passport; Wo* 151962 
was Issued to Agnes anedley on Oetoher 23, 1949, ralid for,ohe yo^ 
for trayel to the British Isles, Prance, and Italy. In ,inking ■ 
ajjplication for (Ms passport, Agnes Snedl^ indicated that she 
expected to mk& a trip to the above countries for the .purpose of 
doing research on a book that she is 'writing* As her addresaJii__ 
England she indicated that she oOuld be contacted in citf© 6f| 

I \ London, S,W*.3 

It la ncted that this naiaa and ad(3reas differs somewhat from timt ; 
previously made available to yx?a# ' , 


2 cc Legal Attache, London 
1 CO Foreign Service Desk 




,■. '■•EEAAOW-. 


l^fRECORbif 


y»CLASSH^’^DtnCEpf 

shown otherwise. 


^ .'f n '' 1 ‘ 


CDNpngNTXUJ 
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WSL 

Mms mDmg m& 

mmm srnmi ^ 


1$ laade to 70QQir imsoTia^ 

^ Surossi mmmsAm 4s^ttd t^omSoet d# 39^« n iq;>90l£t<$ iretpes^ 
aada Miat indivi^lB# to ifi^ora vifm ^te 

I Siiedt«ai*s lati^Sjpig* Fs3isa^a« Heir Yor^ t>s J4«itlfl€d aaS that 
itaaea he thr^oudi tha jUaileod ot HitM Qfficaa itot&ism 



i^tc^ s^slda* Isi ttm at^aisaa cif a S£»e0ific iadieatloti that auch <^Il0 
aaoH hat hava hsKRi isada l3($r Agitaa SmShesTg the ao^aatiaQS laada Im 
tomoraiate of Saccj^haif 6# 3949# dtoild ^ follcwed* . 
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FORM NO. 64 


# 


Office NLefWMfldufU united states government 


y 1 TO 


Director., FBI 


DATE: December 30, 1949. 


FROM : SAC, New York 

<C7 ■ 

- SUBJECT: ACMES SMEDLEI, WAS. • 

INTERNAL SECURITY r- R., 
(Bureau file 61-6580.) .■ 


Re Bulet.December 6. 1949. seques ting that identities of persons 
called from the phone of I | palisades. New York, be identified. b7C 

It has been ascertained that prior to her departure for Europe 
SIvEDLSY spent considerable time at the Hotel Carteret. New York, returning 

only occasionally for a few days at a time to_ home in . ^ ^ 

Palisades. Over a hundred telephone listings, directly traceable to. 

SMEDUEY at this hotel, have been obtained and it is planned to identify 
the persons to whom they are listed. 

In view of this, no further action with respect to the listings , „ 

ph.one tri.ll be taken in thb'absence of specific request. ^ ^ 


(-.13-50 


rECORBEU- 93 

indexed-95 |S 





JTO'»'B:DMD 
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Sex 


M.I COKT! 

HEll 1 ilCWg 
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Office M.emorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI 


DATE: January 6, 1950 


FROM : 

s 

SUBJECT; 



SAC, iiew York 

o 

AOImBS SI'-fflDLEY, Was 
laTEENAL SICUEITY - 
(Bufile 61-6580) 


A pending report in 
when transcribed. 


R 



this case has been dictated and will be forwarded 






' • /■■£ >f - 




February 3 ^ 1950 


m 





■' Fisjm ■ ■' Ubbn Hoover* —. Dir'ocior^ ^ Foclmil ■ iftites^u of 

, ■ ■• ■■■■'•„ ^■' JEavc-atfeatitai- 


Sal^^cti,'■ i.C2i-2> SI'i)Al3t^ was.'' -, 

; ■ • . ■; ^:m:a3X - s 


1949.' 


Bercronce la to^ our saBrm?m&m i>£ D0OQr.a>jir 1 


■;' '.■' It-eKSEJilitcul ii«rSiTii?4 '&m i’urfcbcr ajtfcra-rtif 

thia <^Ator ii: c. tisj ro“.ort q£ 'S}^ooidl, iigoi 

O'Briea atAod 1^ 1950* Itet “Zbilt G^f 


. AtiiiciMasiitf 

•■ r' ^ , 


wnim ■ ,v-' 

■. ■■ = • .rAV> 



I#.: 










declassed w, ((i/n, Ji^^A 
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FEDERAi. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 _ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT . KEVIT YORK 




NY' NO. 100^68282 KMB 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN made . PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY. ' . • * I-, * 

1/12^ : . JAMES T. 0»BBIEN 

15 >20,22/49 CHARACTER OF CASE 


AGNES tsMEDLEY, was. 


DE CLAS S I E I ED ' BY-. 602 9 0 ' AUe fiCE /MXiT / E I fL' 
OH 03 2*4'^ 2005 - ' ' ' ’ 


INTEMAL S ECURITY, - R. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


3 r^O 




SMEDIEY left ^ US'from. NYC on 11/15/49 
bound for j%gland. Stated she would 
spend next five- months there completing 
a book.. Thereafter her plans are 
indefinite, with possibility she will ’, 
go to China. Prior to leaving she 


maintained .a room at the Hotel Carteret, 




^ C/#A, 




DETAILSj 


APPROVED AND . 
FORWARDEDff 



NY where she worked on her manuscript while con¬ 
tinuing to receivejnair.and spend weekends at ' 

; the home of l ~| Palisades, NY. b7C 

Subject was invited by the Editor of the 
V , "Daily ^Wker” to report on the trial of the 
*' 11 leaders of the CP. - Reported by acquaintances . 
to be contemptuous of American but whole- 
hearted^supporter of Chinese Communists. 

^ Income tax retimis-for yeats 1945-1947 reflect 
l^employment as' author and lecturer with smnual income 
r between |l,ob6 and $5 *000. ^ "Q j 


- P - GLAS&rA-:|^ 

IfflAS0H-PCIMA55.^^J 
Tiim Qg-dglVlEW 
Bureau file 61-6580^^'''"’"^ ' 

Report of SA lAMES T . O'BRIEN, lllil/W, 
New York, Ngw York. . 


5XT. BY- 


«.2 




By communication dated November 17, 1949, 
■"Confidential Informant ] | of known reliabilitj^^' 

DO NOT WRITE'iN THESE SPACES ' 

4^ ' V i k'ih. b sezk 


COPIES OF THIS REPO 


Btireau. 


New York 


ISOPT 







w. 8, aoTXBWiugMT fttiNTrao ovnoa . 
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^vlsed that it had been ascertained,"on November 15, 1949> _ 

I Palisades, New York, that, ^^i!EDIEY had left on tha t d a v hY snip irom , 

New.Yo^lf for Sjjrope» The informant'also a gf*art , ainpd frnm l-[that—^ 

S^DIEY* S n ew address would be ih care of 

I —Ji london,- SB 1;9, Engird# .. . 

The records of the United States Lines, New York City, reflected 
that aiEUIEY had sailed aboard the SS MCEBICA on a one way tourist class ticket, 
Reseryation B52, scheduled to arrive in England on November 22, 1949• / 

' ■ -.v ^ : 

■ vf^hfidential Informant|_|of known reliability, ad;^s^d/that 

SilEDLEY had. Submitted an application for passport dated September’ s, 1949 j at / b2 

New York City, giving her addrass as. Palisades, Rockland County, ]|ew York* 

In this application SMROLKY set forth the following personal data? 

^^ ^ born Febrhii 7 23, 1892,. near Osgood.j Sullivan County, 

Missouri.; Her peimanent residence'was in Palisades, Rockland County, New 
York. She resided-in'Europe, chiefly in Geinany, from 1920 to 1929 and in 
China from 1929 to 1941* Her parents were CHARLES H. .SltBDLET, born 1865' at Columbus, 
Ohio and SARAH RALLS SMEDLEY, born ^sgpod, Mr^sbuii, date unknown, both deceased* • 
She described herself as five, foot .jsto. in^es, gray brown hair and blue gray 
eyes. Her occupation was listed as wrlAfer- journalist. She stated that her 
last American passport had been obta^ed in.Hongkong (China) in 1941 and was - 
not submitted With the application SM-^e it had previously been submitted 'wiiJh, 
her Original application dated, Aug^t 1&^ 1949* :^e stated that she had been 
married in October-1912 to ERfesi^BRtlNDlN'^esently residing at 8145 Passons 
Boulevard, Rivera, Califoroia..”; The marriag^was terminated by divorce in 1914 
or, 1916. She stated.'that /she iiiterided to leaW from New York City as soon ^as 
her passport is.granted by ship and. proposed to stay abroad for one or two'years 
in England and possibly^ip Italy or. France. The purpose of her trip was.given 
as ■•‘research bn book and completion of book”. . . .v^ 

The passport application, according to informant, was accompanied 
by a typewritten letter addressed to ,t:he United, States State Departmeht, 'signed 
by SSEDIEY with the'following retuib address “temporary address. Hotel Gairteret, ,. 
208 West 23rd Street« New York City, New Yorkj permanent address, care of 
Palisades, Rockland County, Ngw York”. 

b7C .• , Pertinent portion of this letter reads as follows: ,/ \ , ' 

• ^ "I .^ applying for a passport to visit England, France said "l^aly* 

My purpose is to live in London if possible xintil the book, on which I ’am working 


- 2 • 
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“is ■•finisb^4. ■ the climate is tcio disagreeable; and the cost of liviiig . . : , 

beyond my me^pjsv 1 vdll'jJass thpoagh France to Italy and live there. I ; 

wish to iive.'ih E^ope for a tiine because the cost, of living iri the United, 

States is beyond'm^ means and because I can live abroad on ray;small savings 
forfrom one third:to one fourth of what it Costs in this country*. 

. have a friend in london who has invited me th,share her flat 

from September !^h. biw I could then be within reach of tki"'British ■■ 

Museum for research work. .My friend's name; is___ 

I I ■ London SW 19. Her husband, the. | , b7 

is Gbyerndr of the Seychelle' Islands off the iiast (Joast; of 
■ Ainca. rxease;.grant ray.j)as.sport at the earliest, possible moment as 1 wish 
to finish my book £Qid meet iny publisher’ s deadiihe. Every days delay iS'. 
a heavy e3cpense fpr-me and time lost'dh my book#" • 

'..V 'MISS SMEUIEY; added -a postscript in writing: "I m living ;J 

on an advance frdm my publiShef iLlf’RED A. KN0PF> ; Incorporated." 

't ' J[ponfidential Ipfornant further advised on November 30, 1949,^ X- 

Imentioned that SMIJDLEY had resided part of the time prior / • 
to ner aeparture rrpm the United States at. the Hotel Cartdret in New York City 
but had neirer. formally ehan^d her address inasmuch as it had been tem porary , 

^d she had frequently returned tp Palisadas;to live with ] jduring /f 

this period. ■'' / - - \7.' \V^ 

: - l^Confidentiai -Informant | of known reliability, adhrised' th a.t") \^ 
SiEDlEY rented a room at the Hotel Carlieret,' New York ^'ity, on August 3, 
oh^a monthly basis and relinquished it on November 15, 1949* According to.thp , 
informant SMEDI® advised that she had a permanent residence in Upstate New ' 

York but came td the :ci.ty frequently for extended periods of time in .order to, 
do research and to Work .on her current bopk.ii The informant staged that^frdm; • . 
casual conversations with SME3)LEY he gained the impression that she was definitely' 
a “leftist" if not a Communist and an authority, on China. He stated that she 
received few, if any, visitors to:the test of his observation and spent most' 
of hef time her'.room at the typewriter. Sie occasionally absented herself • , 

from the hotel for days at a time and he presxaned that dxiring these periods she 
returned to her residence in Upstate New York* Upon her departure from the hotel, 
she fold the informant that she was going abroad to finish work on .her new bob^ 
about a, Chineae general* < . ' 
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mM 


•■: f^ ?T j 1Q>>Q.’I nandMS. Vjlfey kJ,A%0 '. 

I-SHIC-AKI, were ihtervriewed by • SA 1 _^ and the. -nriter . 

.They"reside at 21^ -West 14th Stree-b, New York Vity. ooth -the ISHIGAKIS, :r. 
advised thatithey were acqtiaintances of iiX}N]S8 .SlffiDIEY> hav^g niet her. in.' 

1945'j "sfeen ■fchey'were gueste at the YADDO Estate, a re'treat for artists and- 
writers at Saratoga:brings, New York. They stated that SMEDIiSY lived on a 
farmhouse separated from the main guest house on this estate arid their 
aeg.uaintance'with her during the period of their residence, whichiias 
for three or four months, was purely social. Since that time they have seen 
fflffEhlEY rather frequently and received a visit from her shortly before her departt 
from the- United States for Eijrope* Both ISHIOAKIS agyeed that SMEDISY Was a 
nervous, high strung individual who occasionally dropped in to their home v - 
without announcement and talked incessantly, apparently thereby relieving a 
certain nervous tension under which she was lahOring. Both the ISHGAKlS 
gave the impression :that they were somewhat annoyed at EMEDLEY’ S visits and were 
not particularly friendly with her* \ 

' They stated'that on the occasion of her last visit SMEDliBY had 
advised them of her plans to go abroad, stating 'that she was working on a. , 
biography of .the *-hinese General'ClW TEH and expected to finish it in about ' 
five months. She -bold them that thereafter her plans were indefinite and, that- 
she might go 'bo China. - On this occasion she expressed the opinion 'that ^She' 
disliked Caucasians and felt most comfortable’with Chinese*; The. ISHIGAKIS ■ , 
agreed that SMEDlEY had-often made expressioris of-contempt regarding the i®erican 
Comiiiunis.t Party arid its membership but was a whole-hearted supporter of' the ' 
Chinese Reds. They cHaracteriated SEIEDlEY as being too much of an indi'V'iduaiis.t- 
to submit to the discipline 'Which the Communist Party is Supposed- to enforce' 
upon its membership. , ' ' ■ • ■ ' 

■ The ISHIGAKiS also mentioned -bhat SlCEDLEY had stated on one. • / 
occasion that she had. been married to t'v Hindu. ’She also discussed ths . 
newspaper publicity which she received in February of 1949, when an ^ 

intelligence reporVaccusing her of complicity in the .Sorge spy ring •in’'’'-" - 
■’China, was published* The ISHIGAKE'S stated thafSHEDL^ had denied she‘had 
ever been a spy and complained that the release of this report had injured v 
her. repu-bation and her ability to earn a living, ; ■ .. .. - 

Confidential Informant ] ~| of know n reliabil'advised tiiat' 
by letter dated November 19, 1948, SMEr'IEY advised I Iv 

of -bhe "Daily horker” that she was unable to write aii article 1 of hiin' b eftaUsS ■ , 

she was trying ”to finish my book ori'the' Life of Gene ral Cm J TM, before the,' 
Peoples Liberation Armv raschAs WAnki 


Peoples laheration Army reaches Nanking." She advise j [to cGntact the 















^ o -IK' 


f 
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CohuBittee fof a Democratic Far Dastern Po licy and discussed the . 

enclosure of a series of letters from one _ who went Jt-o India and , 

China for tha- ^New York Herald Tribune^, and then- decided to th row in her lot - 
with the Peoples liberation Army., SMEDI^ requested that | | contact F I _ , 

I of the China Aid Council for permission to use the letters (U) , 

_ : .Confidential ■ Inf orman t l I advised that by letter dated January' b2 

27j 1949, 1 I of the "Daily Worker" East Coabt Communist 

newspaper, wrote to tne subject as follows: "Dear MISS SLffiDIEY, As you know b7D 
the trial of the, twelve indicted Communist leaders which began January 17tb, 
will'Vindpubtedly continue for manyveeks if not months. We're planning extensiv€^|l 
coverage in the "Daily Worker"*' In addition to the regular staff coverage, . • 
we are arranging for an extra seat in the press box to be used by guest writers*^ 

"We would appreciate if you could see your way clear to attend 
one ar more sessions at’your convenience and write a short feature article .for 
the paper on what you observe and feel.. Please let me know if^y^ will be 
available for this purpose so,that we can work out a scheduleU J •. 


I^nfidential Informant I l of known reliahilit'j^Tn) 
the; federal, Income tax returns of aUBDIEY for 1945, 1946 and 1947. 


vavaiiable ^2 



'.b3 26 use Sect. 6103 
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,b3 26 use Sect.6103 



: USdnfideritial I nformanti _ I of known relia bility? advised ’ 

\l that SMEDLEY received mail at| | Palisades, Nevr Yprk 

from the following'|?ersons or organizations^ (u) 


1 [11/4/49 
11/4/49 


11/22/49 

11/28/49 


Ameriegp-'^^or^Party of dockland County, 59 Burd Street, Nyack, NY I 

404, Port Xhngiey, Brit ish Coltmibia t ' 

I New York City b7C 

i:;|jeflnclO“.Soviet Journal, 19 Sin Pherayshah, Mekta Boad, Bombay, Indli; 
Mlgemeiner Deutschervsrlag, Berlin, Germany 

package from Dietzverlag GMBH, Berlin C2, Wallstrasse 7:6~79 /Tt \ ' 
F.N.R* Yugoslavia ■■ (U/l 

SI Correo Democratibp S de R.L. Apartado 7558, SUC 12, Mexico, DF* / ^ 


- ;.P' E N D I N . :G\- 
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•li'-TV >':'-Ht 


; : . ADtCNISTRATIT^ PAGE. . ‘"t- ' -- ' ' 

, iConfidential Informant nias supplied approximsCtely 85 
telephone nvimbers whioil SMEDLEY calleTTWllle. she was at- the Hotel Carteret.b7D 
his list -of phone nvifflbers is not being Set out at this time but the 
subscribers will be ascertained and their, identities reported in futures,, < 

'.reports* ^■' •> 

The official directory of.Gpiumbia University, New York City, 
lists aj I as an instructor on the subject ""^he Teaching of 

English and ■t'orelen Lang uages" at Teachers Colle ge. Columbia University. Her 
home address is listed as| | New York City* This ^adsiress 

has been verified by SA JAMES E» bUHiJUN * • ' . ' . • 


Confidential Informant ] b f known reliability, advised . 
that oiL*Novem ber $, • 1949, MRS. RIGHitf^SOTERBACR tol d AGNES that b 2 

I l had rSauested to know the whereabouts of | T 

,SIi.’'EDIiSY was„,;unable to help her '.out ■ and suggested that she call E^Aiif^fTNfERV b7D 

,br EDCAJI'^C!?'. MRS.' LAUTEEBACH subs equently called anot her uniden tified .woman 
and as certained that I ^ ^ | lived at] ^ telephone ] ^b7C 

-. . 1 , 

The records of the Credit Bureau o f Greater New,Yo rk were \ \ 

checked with negative results by Special Employee_ -’‘The : b7C I 

records of this organization were checked on November 17, 1949, for the firm 1 

of SOT H and ISAACS, Attorneys, 527 ^ifth Avende. It will be noted that'the 
only firm in the Manhattan telephone directory by this name is a firm of 
attorneys at 527 Eifth Av6nue% . 

] 1 advised t hat he had no , 

books or records relating to the tenants in 19.37 residing atf ] h 7 r 

Street, New York ^i; ty* He furt her advised that the name | | ‘ 

was uidcnown to him« | I also stated that while he was nbt certain he " 

was under the impression that he had Obtained ownership of this building ' ' 

subsequeht to 1937. ' , : ■ . V , , 

, ; A check of the Manh att^ teiephone directories for the years 1935 7 

through- 1938 failed to reflect any ! I The Consolidated Edison •' 

Company of New York,.has advised that they hav© ;destroyed all of their recbrds^ b7C 
relating to this period* . 7 
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' ■ •' ‘ '' 'ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued) 


Anibassador Office Service, 17 East 48tii Street, New York ' 
City, a was. contact^ under'suitable pretext• She advised that this 

■fiVm cri-irta.c! a -hAiftphnnft answering and mail forwarding service • ■ It was noted thaP 
apparently operates this service herself and is also employed by 
several small firms pccup^ng the,Same s\xite of^ffices on the 8 th floor , of this 
building.’ One of these firms is the DAVID Associates, DAVID A. , LORD 

Was Carried on a letterhead of the Comisiittee for Spanish Freedom in 1944> as a 


sponsor. 


I Confide ntial Informant _^of knpwn feliability, ^l^vadvised b2 

^ . that-in January, 1942, 1 I was in contact with ALEXANDEi^RACHTENBERG 

^ with reference to certain material for publication by TRACHTENBERG'S firm, Iri 
^ 5 ^ 1 ew of this, no further attempt will be made to obtain a sotirce of Information 7 q 
^ concerning a^DlEY at the Ambassador Office Service 

letter dated November 29, 1949, the Bureau fohwarded the , 
-^^^^'Tesults of ah inteiyiew conducted by a representative of the United States , : 

Army with Colonel FRANK DORN as the Assistant Commandant at the, Araed 
Services Information Schpol^^t^Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. It will be . - 
recalled that Colonel FRAl|j^(DpRN was known, to have been in correspondence .with 
3CEDIEI when she resided at Yaddo,. The pertinent, port ion of the Army report . 

•>4 reflects '-’that in the late. 1930 * s he (DOIM) was assigned tO General (then Colonel) 

T iSTIDSELL'S office when' General. STILWELL was Military Attache to China », .He . stated 
that General STIIHELL had assigned him a task of obtaining certain informatipn,, - 
from Chinese Cornimmists in South Chinaj that he, in an effort to make effective 
1 contact in South China/metSiIEDlBY throu^ A, newspaper man that he fciiew and .that 
^he used affiDlEI-in obtaindng. the desired ■information for reports which should- 
at" the. present, time be filed here in-VTashin^on in the State Department And the 
Departmeht .,of Defense. He stated that’he, at the'.time , knew'SIEDLEY to be . 

^ pr‘o“Communist but that she was -valuable to him in making .contacts' and in 
■jp helping to obtain the desired information* After he,had explained this 

relationship .-with -SMBDLEY, he ’.tas asked the question} '•Have you, Since yPur, • 

tour in China, maintained contact with StJEDLEY in any manner, by correspondence 
^ or otherwisef” and his answer was that he had received one letter from her 
which he answered, but that the only other Correspondence was merely ah 
exchange of Christmas cards each year., ^ y. . ' 

. ' By letter-dated .January. 6 , 1950, a stop was placed with the ’"r 

United States Collector of Customs, Ne-w York City, so that the New York Office 
iffill be notified in the event SMEDIEY returns to New York City. * " '. . 
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L3ADS 


NM tORK 


■'■•■■■.'.'.i,. At Me-w York Cityt • r •' 

•,/ Will ascertain,.the:subscribers of the telephone nm 

called by Sf!EI>LEY'while at the’Hotel C,arte'ret And. will, identify these; persons.', 

; Will contact the Mew York City Tax Coll ector. 50 _ 

Pine,Street, to ascertain the.identity of the.owner of the premises_ 

Street. New.York City and will lo cate and interview this person with reference 
to the identity ol_who .resided., there in 1937 . 

. ’ ., -d^Will report., the. re suits of the mail .cover on 

I aljasl .___|‘Care of the, China 4id Council, 1790 Broadifay, 


□ w Will reir-terview 

telephone number l t lor any rurtaer inrormation 

he may possess regarding fpr sny suggested sources of information or 

informants regarding SfflhltTiJY^S activities in connection with'the Chinese 
Section of the Conapunist .Party- and for any infomiation he may have as to the 
whereabouts ofF - ^ 


_I alias|_ 

New York City 



b7C ;:i'v 


of the. 


le "subjects I I 


telephone 


*' Will fth^her Identify the following contact 


‘telephone I 




Will obtain background infdrmation on 



iNew York- City» ■. ■ 




,>'b7C 


f ^; • 
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CONFIDEMP lAL ■ INFOREIANTS 


The following confidential Informants are mentioned in tJ^e- 
report of SA JAI£ES T. O'BRIEN dated' Janxiary 12, 1950, at New York, .New York: 


Palisactes, ciew xprK* ■ . 

is a photostatic copy of aiEDI^'S 
application for United States 
passport transmitted hy the • 

' Washington Field Office- by .letter 
dated fecember 14» 1949 •' 


New York 


, b7D - by SA 



(U) 

tainefl f 


is photostatic copies of income 
tax returns obtained front the 
Commissioner of the Sureau of. 
Internal Revenue and forwarded 
to the New York Office by the 
Bureau* 

is a mail cover on SfiEDLEY at' 
Palisades, New York. '/ 
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M G ■’rOStf'SctiSl-' 


Hindus t'o 'Mkx d/; State' 


dstt'f'st IiEifxfos, 2i7!^xdg ca f:sc^t2€s2?'. vj> 1%9» Sir^mt^ :- 

H3?!5t'.l»eei^i^' of liit^ IMtod' Sibtes 5n la'¥iv% 

cciicomii]-5 tiip esse'^tfcn In SoMon of st ''-Sri^aiii-^SIiSir:; ":;. 

tiie jrarsjiesshij? cf ‘*3ftnsRKtei»^j ■ fyl'" ^' 
i«it Socmkt Ioe&3?s*‘'W'viyi ,•'■■ . - ' ■ 


. ■ ■' . teconliftg. t@ ft;- Brltish^gilm S^sfej'ciiss '. ■ 

?iEii Jiwitoa mi 3 aM 4# ^4^ tihidi 2?csiei5^:Kl ', 

fEsmAS© f'lujlicdi^ Item tlio -WoiiM, ■. 

Sews ca3 Wms-" ■m r^SX m ttjc: tj^aJUtetion of tte , 

Uork&^^r fJia cfiSsfte^ieo ’!r-B bi^ci erttiacd' 

ef €ie '.of. t!m m].Ms3 Skips' ac^m©t-> Siat* plu] ' , ..' / 


• , . £ji of t'li® the-ona'iSi3:j ,»i3otlu:i ■' 

ef tko: ©.acdtormee ,!ki© orXf '/asifixsim ijkai tis 'eoiiH Mesis^ 


Iff 2a40»a:-a&® 




‘■'' - '• ■ V-, v.v-.. .:. , CiASS/,> &AAr^ 

!m&isiw^otHra?iss6iU>?L|ffl-I/. F 
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Mrso'^Sis Mrs 


•ei@ @# FACTS: 



>< V i 


Passport file,, State Department, revaewed 
and reflects passport #151962 issued to p 
subject\on October 28 , 19h9 valid for one ^ ^ 

year for N^ravel to the British Isles, 
and lialyoN PrevipTjli-'passport information '^> 1 ^% 
'^set fortho '' Information ranni ved fromAilesx 
of Confidential Ini^oi^nt l I a Governmentp ^ 
Agency that conducts persWnndSf and intelligfe^w g 


si. ^ 


vset fortho Inforraation rpnflived frora^ filesv / ^ i^] 
of Confidential Ini^oi^nt l I a Governmental^ p ^ 
Agency that conducts persWnndSf and intelligfe^g ^ ^ 
investigations, re.flects that the subject ■*« j 
was formerly a clo^e-associate and "friend” ^ o i'* 
of a well^lcncwn Hiikdu conspirator and S ^ 

agitatoro Passport files of State Department ^ @ 

also indicate passport renewal application £ k, e, 
dated June 23, 193? in which the subject list^^ 9 m S 
as identifying wi tnessesl f and ^ 

who area accor ding \ / 

l^iniorraaiiion xn une; possession o j^ I "Red"o^(^ (U 
’‘other background ihformation concei mng 
'SMEDLEI as containOd in the files of I w 

forth in detail, ^ 




«, j iMcnpHATfON CONTAraEp/\ 
rp:*! 'HvGt fii^^SlFIEIL fe)fCtI^ 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERW^^ 


REFSREI^CEs 


Bufoau File 61=6580 

Report of Special '{Agent JAMES T« O'BRIEN 
dated May 27, 19U9' at New York 
Letters from Buread dated November 22, and 
October 13, 19U9 ' 


DO NOT WRITS IN THOSOPACn 



ec ' 

i c, c I 

PROPERTY OP PBI - Thisjosafiae: 
the FBI and are not to*lje disIS 


laenWal report and its contents are loaned to you tgr 
Lswibubed outride of agency to vMch loan^« 

CDNFraEftnnL gonMim. 
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DETAILSs 


AT WASHINGTON^ D< 


The title of this case has been marked “changed” because of 
the receipt of additional names by m^ich subiect allege dly was known 
according to the files of [Confidential Tnformant b Government Agency 

which conducts intelligence and personnel investigations» These 
additional names as reflected in the "changed” title are AYOO, YAHOO 
and YAHAj as well as MRSo SI, MRSo HSI and MISS S2E„ 


X 


Passport files of the Dep^tment of State reflected the following 
information concerning AGNES SMEDLE^J 

AGNES SMEDLK first applied for passport before the United 
States Consulate General at Berlin, Germany by application dated Hay 10, 
1928.0 She stated that she was born Febraary 23, 1892 at Osgood, 

Sullivan County, Missgurio Her father's name was given as CHARLES 
-'■^.^JffiDLEY who was born ^tober 29, I86I4. at Hebron, Ohio, Oh this application 
she stated that she vd shed to visit Germany, France, Austria and 
Denmark for purppsfs;^f travel and istudy. She also stated that she 
had resided outside the United States and Germany from January, 1921 
to May, 1928 and that she had prevlou^y left the United States in 
December, 1920 and had never applied previously for a passport. Also 
on this passport s^pllcation, she submitted the following identifying 
documentst . ' ‘ ■ 

1, Citizens Seaman's'Certification Card #ii7ll$lfissu0d 
December 13, 1920 at New York City, 

2, An Affidavit relative to her birth in the United States 
executed by her father CHARLES SMEDLEY, 

3.. An Affidavit-by her "sister, MYRTLE-SlpIDLEY^^INEY, 
of Chula Vista, Calilfomia and also an affidavit 
by the physician, Dobtor H, M, CARVER of Kansas City, 
Missouri, who attended the mother of the subject at 
the time of her bir'i^b. 

She also gave as references on this passport application her 
father, her sister, MRS, MYRTLE FINNEY and her lawyer, GILBERT E, ROE of ' 
55 Liberty Street, New Y ork Cityo ■ The identifying -witness for this , 
passport app-lication was i -- - ^ 

Hau’tford, CbnnecticutcAs a result of this passport application dated 
May 10, 1928, passport #1266 -was issued"by the United States Consulate 
General at Berlin, Geimiany on June 22, 1928, 








^ if- 
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Other infca^mation contained in the passport files 
State Department iwas an affidavit by AGNES SJ^LEY subscribed and 
sworn to-before the American Consulate General at Shanghai, Ghiha 
on June 7, 192?<, She stated in this affidavit that she held a passport 
issued by the American Consul Gener^ at Berlin, Germany on Juiie 27, 

1928 , passport ^2660 She also stated that she resided at 85 Avso 
Dubail, Shanghai and was employed ty the newspaper FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG of 
Frankfort, Germany as a correspondents Her affidavit,also reflected 
that she was married to an American’citizen, ERNES!F^UNDIN, when she 
was nineteen years old and was divorced in Fresno, Califoniia shortly 
afterwardso She further stated that she had never married again and 
had not been naturalized as a citizen or subject of any country, nor 
taken axiy oath of allegience to aixy! Government other than the United States, 
She also stated that she made the fbregoing statements in her affidavit 
in order to deny statements which wsre reported to have appeared in the 
Chinese newspaper to the effect thajt she was a naturalized German 
citizen, and that she was married to a Hindu, both of which statementB 
are without foimdation and truth according to the subject in her 
affidavit, . ' 

Passport files. State Department, also reflected that on 
July 16 , I 93 O, AGNES SMEDLEY made aipplication for passport before 
the Vice-Consul of the United Statds at Hongkong, She stated that 
she desired to visit all countries for travel and business purposes, 

Sh^also stated that her legal residence was New York City, and that 
8h4 had resided in Germany and Chiba and had been traveling from 1921 
until the present time (July, 1930^9 In the event of death,- she desired 
/mRS. myrtle SMEDLEY PINNBY (sister) at Chula Vista, California or 
MR. GILBERT E. ROE (lawyer) of 55 Ei^erty Street, New York City be 
notified. As a result of this passport application, on July I 6 , 1930 
passport #281i was issued by thS^^nited States Vice-Consul at Hongkong, 


Passport files further reflected tliat the subject made application 
for registration as a-^^jted Stated citizen before the Consulate General 
of the United States at Shanghai on September 3, 1930, and this 
was approved by the Consulate General on that date. She stated on this 
application that in the event of ddath, sh e wished either her sister. 

MRS, FINNEY of Chula Vista, California, or 

I ^ [ Berlin, I L Germany, oe noziriea, " 


_I Berlin, |_^ Germany, oe noziriea, ^ 

Subject also made applicfi^iia for ranewal of passport dated / 

Juno 23 , 1932 before the United States Consulate General at Shanghai, 

China, She stated that her legal residence was 3 OI 4 . I, S, S, Apartments 
at 1552 Ave, Joffre, Shanghai, China, She also stated oh this application^ 
for renewal of passport that passport serial ntimber e 85930 had been 
issued to her on July 16, 1930 at Hongkong, On this ap plication for 
renewal of passport, her certification was wlinessed byf | 


iMO ^ 
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WPO 



^The files oif jconfid«itial In formant Im (u) 
wf this reports^ reflected that I T \ 


and 

pre-^on slv mentioned ig this report J reriecpea pna p i _| 

_Jiad been reported to a rali phle informant of |as beingJ^C^ ^^(U) 

'a Conmiunist suspecto The files of I dld not reflect ttie sourceft^t:;;^ (U) 


of this information phich had bee n rep orted to their reliable 
informanto However, the files of l Ireflected that the following 
background information conceming l 
received from Rjonfidential Inforraaint 


_of unknown reliabilitjr, 

w hich i s a foa^ign,Go vernment inveistigatTv® agency» The records 


oi 


reflected that 


Hiad been X \ 


__ had arrived in Shanghai from Manila on 

December 17, 1930 and'nan been employed by the Shanghai Evening Po 
and later by the Chinese Presso He had resided witt i a British 
subject namedI|a 
|rip with[ I to Szechuan during June, 1931 a il 



a 

to 


land made 
Lso accordi: 


] in November^ 1931 had established a news agency 
under the name of the ’*Par Eastern Press Correspond^ts**, cabi 
address Fenprecop«-Post Office Bo3e 1926o On October 8, 1931, 



Imoved from^ 


] 


i Shanghai, Chinas | | stated further 

rmoT'l v Wnrimn as TV'cls. TkiVia'?! and 

929 

(U) 


passat _ _ 

that this address was formerly kndwn as #85 live., IXxbail and 
is "^le board ing hous e at whi ch AaN KS SMEp T.EY resided from 
to May, 1930J further informddT that A®JES SMITOLEI 

frequently viSltaa l ~1 at ^nat addresSo7^ 

|U) ^ 




a rel: 

Commanistic v iews, onl y 


wi 



tion from 


fisher advise d that th ey had received info 
iblfe^'^rorce saying that » although previously holding 

definitely to turn ••Red'* dxiring 

July of I 93 I 0 I_I stated to this' reliable,.informant o J t hat 

he was influenced in this decision to turn ••E^P^y certain convers^ior 



. It is no 
or the files o 


during their trip to Szechuenc 


at the word '•Red** was not defined by either 




^e files 6f,Jfiev^assport Division of the State Department 
farther reflected an application by the subject for registration as a 
citizen dated September I 9 , i ^t Shd^ngbA^, nhaaaae^a She stated J)n 
this application that she was-li^r^ng' for I I Berlia^'''*^' 

Germany,, She gave as her legal residence New York City, New York, 
and stated that in the event of death or accident, she wished iil^er 
her sister, MRSo MIRTLE FINNEY of Chula Vista, California, or 
MRSo SUN YAT SEN 0^ 29 I&e^oliere, Shanghai, China, be notified. 

She also gave as. heir local address Apartment 30b, S. Apartments 

at 1552 Ave. Jbffra, Shanghai, China© 


/ 
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confiMi 


Subject also made passport application dated April 28, 193U 
at the Department of State in Washipgton, Do Co, at which ti me she stated 
that her permanent residence was 100 ^th Avenue, in~care~of | | in 

the City of New York, United Statesio She also stated that her last pass¬ 
port was obtained from Hongkong on lluly 16, 1930, and that she now 
wanted to go abroad temporarily for' three or foiir years to visit Japan, ^' 

China, Dido-Chiha, Soviet Russia, Germany and France in order ^ write 
a booko She requested her passport be mailed to AGNES SMEDLEY, ih-care-of 
i Vanguard Press at lOO; 5th Avenue, New York Cityo Passport 
#9U385 was issued to her on May 1, i93ko 

Passport files also reflected that the subject made application 
for registration as a citizen of the United States at Shanghai on October 31y 
I93U0 She stated on this application that she had resided out of the 
United States since October, 193k at Stianghai, and she gave her address 
as 29 Rue Moliere, in-care^of MRSo SUN YAT SEN, She also stated that she 
had come to Shanghai for the purpose of writing, representing the 
”Vanguard Press”© 

On June 8, 1936, subject made application for the renewal 
of passport #9k385o She gave her address at this time as Apartoent 2 
located at 96 Rue Marcel Tillot, Shanghai© Passport #9k385 was renewed 
at the United States Consulate Office in Shanghai on June 8, 1936 for 
two years© 

Passport files further reflected an applicai^<S#pf the Subject 
for registration as an American citizen dated May li^'* 1938, and. this 
application was made before the Ame^fican Vice-Consul at Hankow, China*, 

She stated that her address at that^time was #Ll6, Room 7j Chung Kai 
(Chugai), Japanese Concession, Hankonir, China© She advised oh this 
application that in the event of death, she wished the following persons > 
to be notifieds 

_|, in-care-of the ^Vanguard Press”, k2k 

, Madison Avenue, New York City,, and • 

MRS© MYRTLE FINNEY, RED #1, Box 50k, Chula Vista, 

California© ; 

Subject also made application for passport which was sworn to 
on April 25, 1938 before the Vice'-Uonsul of the United States at Hankow, 
China© Aa a result of this application, passpOrt #k77 (E-193316) was 
issued on May 10, 1938© , : 

Passport files. State Department, further reflected that 
memorsuidum dated June Ik, 1938 from'the American Consulate General 
at Hankow, China, which reflected that A(2JES fflEDLEY lost passport #k77 (®- 
193316) and was issued a new passport #k92 (B=^203001)» 











wo 100 - 17302 , 


On 25s 19liOs subject i^de application before the 
Second Secretai^sof the American Embassy at Chungkingj Chinas 
for renewal of passport #ij.92 (JB-203001) which was issued on b' 

June llis 1938 at Hankows Chinao stated on this application 

that she represented the Chinese Red Cross Medical Relief CorpSs 
Kweiyangj Kweichowj^ and was also special correspondent for the 
Manchester Guardian in Bhglando Het passport was renewed May 25j 
i9iiOo 

On February.:28s 19Ulj subject made application for 
passport at Hongkong before the Conflate General’s Office of the 
United Stateso As a result of this application, passport #733 
(FS-U551) was issued to her on February 28, 19l:tlo Op; the application 
she stated ttiat she int ended to visit Hongkong an d China, and she 
was residing in-care-o f l l at 157 The Peak, ^ 

Hongkongo 

Passport files of the Department of State also reflected 
that AGNES SMEDLEI made application , for pas^ort which was subscribed 
and sworn to before f 1 agent. Department of State, 

September 8, 19U9o On this applicaiion, she stated that her dondeile 
at that time (Sep^i^r, 19U9) was at the Palisades, Rockland County, 

Mew Yorko She stated that she had resided outside the United States 
in Eiurope, chiefly Germany, from 1920 to 1929, and in China practically 
all the time frcsn 1929 to i9hlo She,,save h^ motte»ils ijame as 
SARAHsi^ALL^ffiDLEr and h^ father' #*-S^|5-W^cHA^S Hij^^ She 

advised that her last Ajn^^#an passport was obtained Hongkbng, 
in i9Ul and that she was married in October, 1912 to ERNEST CPfiSHto j 
who is now residing at 811^5 Passons Boulevard, Rivera, Califbmiao She 
stated that her marriage to him was terminated by divorce in 
approximately 191h or, I 9 I 60 Her application further reflected that 
her travel plans were to depart frop New York as soon as the passport 
was granted for a stay of one or two years, and that she would visit 
England, Italy and France in order jto do research on a book so that she 
Could complete the booko%.i'A^ a result of this passport application, 
passport #151962 was issued to her on October 28 , 19h9> valid for one 
year for the British Isles, France ^d Italyi, 

In an accompanying letter'by AGNIS SMEDLEY dated September 8,. ^ 

19h9 to the Passport Division of the Department of State, she gave as 
her temporary address. Hotel Carteret, 208 West 23rd Street, New York City. 

She stated that she was going to London because the cost of living in the 
United States was beyond her means,^and she had been invited to'share a flat 
vrith a friend in London from September 6, onwards. She also stated that 
she could then be within reach of the British museum for research work,, ^ 









i 
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According' to this letter^' her friend’s nswie is|_| 

I London, SW19« ‘ AGNES 

SMEDLEY stated in the letter that | "h usband is the ' 

I I and is governor of the SeychefLles ^ 

Islands* off the east coast of Afrihao The subject also stated in this 
letter that she was living on an advance from her publisher, ALFRED A, 
MOPF, Inco 


SMEDLEY stated in the letter that 


)i__] 


The files o4__|reflected information from a reliable source /f 

March 1929]^that AGl^ SMED LEY had arrived iiiLH^bin, C3iina from Russiav 
at which timp she had informed | informant ^hat ahe was born in 

California and was educated at 'the University ojf Californiao She also 
told this informant that she .j,had beOn en gaged a s a correspondent by the \ 
"Frankfurter Zeitung‘'o ThiS; J.nformtot of ! ra dvised that he had received 
no inforniatlon indicating thal. AGNES SMEDLEY Was engaged otherwise than / 
in the capacity as a corres pond^ t of the German newspaper» This 
informant, however, advisee ^ [/ that he had received information from 
what he termed a-reliable source that AGNES SMEDLEY also went under the ^ 
aliases of ALIC^TSIgD and MRSo’-^^ETROIKOS and that it had been noted ^ 

that she had received mail fi*om^ India, source not knowno 




The files o 
source of information 
to the above aliasaso 


_I did not reflect on the reliabilitjjbf the 

om Which the information was received in regard 


The files of | Iklso reflec ted the following information ' 
■whi-cj i had been furnished" This inf ormati on furnished by 

^ l is a resume of informtion in the files of regarding AGNES SMEDLB 
This resume is set forth as follows6 M. tun —' 




(a) "Arrived in Shanghai during May, 1929 from Berlin 
via Moscow, Harbin, Mukden, Tientsin and Peking, traveling on 
passport #1266 issued by American Consulate at Berlin June 27s 1928o 

(b) "Correspondent for "BVankfurter Zeitung", the official 
organ of the German Democratic Party, 

i • ' ■ ^ 

, (c) "Following arrival ih Shanghai she resided at 80 Avenue 
Dubail,' a Russian bonding house and shared a room with GERTRUDE BINDER, 
also an American, 

(d) "Certain correspondahee from her hand publi^ed in the 
•Frankfurter Zeitung' regarding preparations by the Shanghai Municipal 
Council on August 1st against Coramunist disturbances was reproduced in the 
Soviet paper 'Isvestia' on December 8, 1929 and published in 14ie local 
Russian paper, the Shanghai 'Zaria' on Ee^ruary 11, 1930, 

(e) "She also contributes to the China Weekly Review and wrote 

an article entitled 'Philippine Sketches' published in the June, 1930 issue 
of the New Masses© , 


^ jfiu 
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I (f) "She is also suspected of being the author of the article 

I ’London Behind the Hangman CHIMG KAl^SHEK’ Tstiich appeared in the Rote 
iFahne, dated Berlin September 5s 193i« 

(g) "She is knoTiyn'to be id touch with Indian seditionists 
in Shanghai and on several occasions edited anti“Brltish government 
propaganda on behalf of the local branch of the Indian Youth Leagues an 
Indian Revolutionary Organization at i 2)41 Paoshing Roads Ghapeio 

(h) "May I5s 1930s SMEDLEY left Shanghai for Amoy, later 
proceeded to Canton “residence October “ third week - 72 Route de Grouchys 
Shanghaio” 

. i ■ ■ - . ■ . V" 

" January 22, 1931 ” wjent to Nanking and retiurned to 

Shanghai March 5s 1931s residing agajin at 72 Route de Grouchy, Shanghaio 

(i) "October Ids 1931® she moved to Apartment 102, International 
Savings Society Apartments, 1552 Aveo Joffre,, 

' _Q) "She is reported freqtiiently to visits_| and 1 

I lat their residence in' Avenue Dubailo" ] 




The files of 


reflected information from a reliable source 


on October 1, 1929yhat AGNES SMEDLEY for a time had lived wi th one ALI ^ ^ 

”*--<-HUSSAIN but was riot married to hirao | This [reliable source of |adyisedy 

that ALI HU SSAIN is of Indian nationality born at PegbaiE ar on Marcn 21, 188^ 
The files oPfurther reflected that an informant, of known reliabilityo 
had advised chat AGNES SMEDLEY had stated to this informant that she V 

had been living with a certain ALI HUSSAIN in Berlin, Germany but was not C 
married to himo ’ / 



The files Qf |^ p ontained information which was received froinj6» 
a reliable informant dateS^ August I 3 , 1930 at which time .this informant \ 
advised that AGNES SMEDLEY had arrived in Canton, China a few months prior 
to August, 1930 at which time she let it be known that she represented a 
German newspapero Thi s new spaper was the "Frankfurter BocietatS“Di*ucherei"<, 
This informant advised that information had been received that AGNES rC.y' 
SEIEDLEY had appeared before the United States Consulate General’s Office in^’\ 
Canton on July 30, making a complaint t h"+ c he was being shadowed by Chine^ 
detectiveso This reliable informant o fj | fadvi sedr~ ^rther that he had^^^ 
received information fTomClonfidential xni ormant | IjCT unloiown reliability^^ 

who conducted intelligence investigations in the areS of Canton, China, . % 
that he did not think MlSS SMEDLEY was a Communist but he and his superiors .., ' 
were afraid that she might unwittingly be assisting Communists and others^" ' 
opposed to the Nationalist Government by dist ributing propaganda in the 
language which she did not understarido further informed that two 

parcels of panqihlets, which were written" iET Chinese, had been sa nt to 
MISS SMEDLEY and that these pamphlets came from Shanghaio^ stated thayW^ 
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the pamphlets contained •writings -s^ich were ob'viously against the 
cing Government and generally of a revolatiohary charactero 
IfuT'ther stated' ■that -when the matter was mentioned to IIISS 
■OT.K Y'j she admittad that she knevr the sender^ a MISS BINDER, 

\ln Shanghai but denied that she had offered or even consented to 
distribute these pamphletSo^ | 

Co ncerni ng the person by the name of MISS npiDER. mentioned 

prs'vlously by ] | It is noted that the files o |_ pontained infor° 

mation from an iifromant o.f knovm reliabilityvnuidh ne had obtain^ ^ 
from|tonfidential Informan't l [ to. the effect that AGNES SMEDLET 
associated with a MISS BINDER and that MISS SMEDLEY was ’’even mo: 
than BINDER” p Th is was interpretdd by the reliable informant o _ 
to mean that | “^ considered MISS SM EDLEY to be a radical who shou, 
be watchedo Tfis' informant oj pdvised that he did not believe 
that AGNES SLiEDLEY was deemed to oe actively engaged in Communist 
acti-vf-ties or other or o'paga nda at ithat timeo^^jjl 

contained no information which might 



The files of^_ _ ___ __ _ 

identify the term radical Or ’’i-ed’t which were used above as 


describing. ACS'IES SMEDIEYo ( 


The files of| 
letter ■vdilch had been 
been addressed 


_^also contained the followi ng co 

acexved on i December ii, 1931 byj | 
to AGNES SMEDLEY 0 :This - ^ 


copy of 
l-which hai 
from the League 


letter •vvas 

Against Imperialism and for National Independence, International 
’Secretariat, 2k Pi'ie^drich Stree'fe,;Berlin l(,8, Germanyo The letter 
quoted as followsj 





is 


"Deal* Friend, [ 

"On the 5th No'vember a preparatory conference of tlie Far 
Eastern Section is to take place At Shan^haio Besides the Japanese 
and Chinevse Section a Korean group shall also take part in samoo We 
earnestly request you to get into'communication with their Korean 
pclitical groups,where basis is the struggle of the masses, in order to 
augment the anti-Japanese front ih Chinao Thanks to your good connections 
certain Chinese circles, it ought to prove easy for you to secure 
the support of the Kuomintang in this respecto 

"Although the latter is! a “Bourgeoisie Party’, one must ' , j 

nevertheless try to involve it this times Gonsidei’ing the anti- • \ 

Japanese movement is of world-wide importance and only significe the I 

prelude of great revolutionary risings and therefcA^e.. pl^s an impor'tant 
role in the auiti-Japanese movemeait in ®ie colonial and semi-^colonial countries' 
in the Far Easts j 
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•’Yours fraternallys 


■LEAGUE AGAINST IMPERIALISM 
AND FOR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 
(Signed Vo GHATTOPODKYAYA)” 

The files ofl If^jont^inied information ■which -was received on 
March 1929 ■which sou iorth the following article that appeared in an 
issue of ■the HARBIN DATOINGs a Chitaese newspapers 

•’MISS SMEDLEYj an American and German newspaper correspondent, came 
to Harbin not long ago from Berlin and stayed at the Palace Hotel in 
Pristano She is an American naturdlized as a German citizen, and her 
husband is a Hindu belonging to th|e revolutionary party headed by GANDHIo 
She is interested in Chinese polities and customs, and especially in the 
social orgcinizationo She is also very much interested in the Manchurian*” 
Mongolian probleBsu 


i:U) 



•’Upon her arrival in Harbin, she "visited our office three 
times in two days and arranged four interviews in all with our representative 
on the Manchurian^Mongolian Situatlono The points raised by her during 
their conversations were (1) the ahcroachment of Japanese imperialism and 
(2) American loans to Japan for investment in Manchuriao The question 
of the taking over of the Chinese Eastern Railway by China was also .'touched 
upon, "When MISS SMEDLBY declacrad lhat eight British experts had been 
detailed to Ilarbin for the sole purpose of studying this quastioiio 


'•MISS SMEDLEY left a few days ago for Shanghai, from which 
place she is to proceed to Nanking in March to attend a Naticmal convention 
to be called "there on March l^tho” 


The files ofl 
1937 I’riiich had been fora 
information furnished by 


a 


also 
ed b 

"~|fri 


ained information d ated Jy iuary 11^ 
ll^renre s entati ve bj] | This'ygjj 
Sriles ^is quo^oea as fol3^^ 


••Information received from reliable soxxrce is to the effect theft \ 
MISS AGNES vSMElDLEy, notorious American radical authoress, has been in Sian 
for some four months collaborating!with the communist troops of MAO TSO- TUNG 
in that -vicinityo - 


'•She is still in Sian and during her stay there has been 
residing at the Sian Guest House under the name of MISS SZEo She has 
been heard speaking in both the English and German languages,. She has had 


no restrictions placed upon her mo'^ements in the same way that other 
foreigners in Sian have had, and she has been in the habit of cpnfeiTing 
■with Chinese communist leaders upon propaganda matterso In addition, 
on December 10, 1936, she met two Russian pilots of the Soviet Air Force 
who had arrived from Urura-bchi in a military plane and held con'versations 


■with the Chinese cpsmunist leaders in Siano 












1) 
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•'She is also in possession, of a Gorainu.nist identification badge y 
■which permi'bs her to move freely in; and around Siano^ _ 

"Since the coup d®etat she has been broadcasting in English over 
the Sian radio station on matters ajffooting oonBnuni.st propaganda and 
stressing the harm done to China by Japaneses British^ American and 
German capitalistSo These speeches; are always translated immediately 
afterwards inito Chinese<, w( /« i 




"There is no dCubt at all that MISS SMSDLEY is the lady referred 
toj, as a photograph of her liras immeidiately recognized by a recent arrival 
in Shanghai who was staying in the Sian Guest House during and after the 
trouble in Siano" iij\ 


In connection with th is iin formati’on received by j y fr oml 
information was also received by | | fi-om Confidential Inr^SHDanJi 
of knovm reliability that inforiRktion had been received b j [ f-bnat 
amateur radio enthuMast at Killingj,; Kiangsi^, heard a woman TSToaucasting 
in English on a frequency of 250 kilocycies or 1200 meters about 9 Pom^ 
on December 31® 1936o The broadcas't "was reported to have dealt with the 
ideals and the ac'bi'vities of the "National Revolutionary Front" at Sian 
and to have exhorted listeners to support the North Western Arnaeso 3^^ 


Tlie files of_also coqtainad information received from one ^ 

of its repre sentatj. vesH>y^etter dk ted Jan uary 3® 1937 which had been mac® 
available to*^ ^repr^sentatiyp by [ This information reflected that| 
AGNES SMEDLEx naa ^eryin contact ^tli a' third party in Shanghai .^iie- ^ 
while SMEDLEY 'was^n.^iaUo time® AGNES SMFDLET stated to this 

third party thatViiOW-%N..^^Y was meeting only success® fca* 

the whole army of General YANG was on his side and even though the rest 
of the troops coiild not be considered as being on his S3.d8® most of them 
were demoralizedo She also stated that it was necessary® absolutely® 
to exercise an influence by means ctf the propaganda on English public 
opinions which was a main factor i4 obtaining the necessary means for 
farther development of actions,, 


4 also adviseq [yi^epresentativc that AGNES SMEDLEY had 

ouch -with anouner parson in Shanghai, -vdien SMEDLEY was in 
Sian and had di'vulged the following information to that persons 


"CHU EM LAI and myself had a long conference here, with the Moscow 
delegation and I confirm now ny previous statement that Moscow -will do nothing 
for the support of the Chinese Red. Arnyo STALIN is playing here as well as in 
Spain ■=- he 'vdll not support the foreign armieso FELDMAN is here as-representa” 
tive of the HABAROUSK military authorities and last week VANMIN arrived from ;■ 
Draitrieff® •who stated that militaiy araraunition is e^qiected soon via ILI and HAMIo 
Besides that.— the Urga Depot has;promised a certain number of planes but for 
the time being the Habarousk authorities have postponed their forwarding<>/u\ 


In regard to CHU EN LAI®! mentioned above® coliunnist CONSTANTINE BROwN 
in the Evening Star nevrspaper dated January 17® 1950 at Washington® Do Co referred 
to him as the Communist Foreign Minister in Peiping« (j[f kf \ . 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFECE fcpJrGIN =■ 

-11 - ' wmiafiaiS' 
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AIMINISTRATIVE SHEET ' ^ 

S ’ (U) 

contained! the following information 
Lowever, the source of this information and 
the reliability of the source is not; knowno 


These files show that she'was directly and intimately associated 
with the “Notorious" SAILENDFiA HATH ^HOSE in both Hindu and Japanese 
propaganda aetivitieso The f iles oi | p lso stated that ACSIES SHEDLEf 
is identified in the files of ] f wi-pn -one activities of German as well ^ 
as Russian propaganda agents Iri their efforts to foment revolt in Indiao/^ 


Infopaation also was obtained in these files to the effect that 
the GILBERT E^fitOE mentioned as a reference by SMEDIET in her passport 
application dated May 10, 1928 has ih the past acted as attorney for the 
Capital PViends of-Ereedom for India;and was also attorney for the 
SMEDLEY woman at the time she was inciicted in the Federal Court for the 
Southern District of New York in May^ 1918 along with GHOSEo They were 
indicted by a Federal Grand Jury, accused of taking part in a Hindu 
revolutionary plot and of attempting to defraud the President by 
representing themselves to be accredited representatives of the Indian 
Nationalist Party having headquarters in Tajore Castle, Calcuttao 


b2 


The files oa 


itionalist Party was 
Sinn Fein oatho These 


further stated that the oath of the Indian 
to parallel in intensity and bitterness the 
also in^cated that the Friends of Freedom 


SAld 
files 

for India were closely allied in thi^ country with the Friends of Irish 
Freedom, in mary cases the backus of both outfits being identical* The 
arrest of SMEDIEY and others at that time was called the most important 
development "in recent months" in comeetion with a world-wide German 
plot to cause trouble in India and thereby weaken British effectiveness 
on the Western Front, 


b2 


December 


The files 
27, 1922 whic 


oO 

ich rea( 


also contained information 
read as followss 


on a card dated 



"SOUCHY, AUGUSTj German subject* Deported from Sweden in 
1917 1 on being convicted of doing propaganda for the German Monarchist* 
iOiarchist by conviction* Continual!^ associated with ALEXANDE^^ ERKMANN 
and through a certain ijES* PETROIKOS in November, i'92l'who' 

was identified as none other than AGIlES SMEDLEY, alias ALIGE| the British 
agitator in Berlin was in touch with; Indian revolutionaries led by 
CHATTAPODKYAHA»s wife at this time*"! 


The source or reliability 6f this information is not known* 
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Jrom an unknovm 
iaos-c active member of 


Other information contained in files o^ 
source of xinknoTOi reliability reflected that the 
the Indian Revolutionary-Movement and a close friend of ASHES SMEDLET 
was a man named Jo-^ALDEO who was appointed Chilian consul at Madras^ 

■ ■ India® ■ 




_/files also contained information dated June 6, 1923 which 

referred to mi^LE WEDUEI of San DilegOa .Cali fornia as a sister of AGNEI 
aJEDLEY who® according to these filjes oi|^ [ywas said to hold secret 
meetings at her house and also to maintain a post office service for 
Asiatic revolutionists® The files ifurther stated that AGNES SMEDI®f was 
said to have started along this line of activity at Berkeleyj, California 
where meetings were held at the hopse of a 1» H^WOOIBj, 133U Spruce 
Street® These files also stated ttiat ••evidently MISS SMEDLEf was also 
directly associated with ALEXANDER iBERKMANN when the latter was on Ihe 
Pacific Coast”® 



b2 


lb7C 


The source of this above'information i s not known and therefor* 
the reliability is also not known® ■ The files of r~Jdid not identify 
ALEXANDER BERKfilANNs who was mentioilied previously®'^'" 


>< 


(U) 


b2 


The files of] 


also containe d information d ated .Jfo iuary \ ^^ 

' J’epresenbative bj | This (U) 


1937 wjiich had been fiihlisried tc[ 
information was as follows; 

j *<1183 SMEDLET left Shanghai on August 18 j 1936 when she 

I vacated =^2. Bearn Apartments^ No® 9^ Rue Marcel Tillot and made her way 
pto Peiping by rail® In Peiping she was in touch with EDGAR^NOV'iT for 
\^some time^ afterwards leaving that’town for Sian® ” ^C!i) A 

The files of the Passport Division of the Department of State^ 
reflected a letter which had been written by AGNES S^IEDLE Y on August 8® 


.b7C 


[ 


1930 whi ch had been referred to th!a Department of State ra 


[ 


The letter itself was to a person referred to in the salutation 
of the letter as ”Dear E®”® SMEDE^ requested E® to| 


] and talk wit^ him because qf the fact that she felt that British 


Secret Service had sent a special request to the Canton police to watch 
her because^) according to SMEDLEIi; they said she was not a journalist at all 
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M 
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but a representative of the Comm imist Int ernational engaged in Conmunist 
propagandao In this letter Tihich [ referred to the State Department, 

SMEDLEY stated ”1 tell you presently that I am not engaged in any way in , 
Gommanist agitation<, I am of Left. opinions as you know but I do not hide 
the facto I write and say udiat I thinko Back of the whold- thing stands 
the British Secret Service because they suspect I have something to do 
with Indiao I write constantly fot the Indian PresSo They want to get 
their clutches on me as they have on the Indian readerso I understand 
they are trying to force me out of Chinafo 

The letterhead of the latter by -sdiich | | referred the letter 

of AGNES SMEDLEY to the State Department Indicated that | 
_at that timeo 

The files oi |also reflected information which was received/^ 
on M ay 1^. 1929, source or this infolrmatlon was not given by the files of^ 
I which reflected that this infolmaation was received from a source \ 
closely in touch with Hindu activities and considered reliables ^ 




This informant o:q [advised that AGNES 3ffl23LEr’'s correct ^ 

name is AJOO, ^d that she is^bx miked parentage, mostly NopltL-American y 
Indian and English although, according to this informant ofj Ijf she 
much resents the latter condition^ Also, according to this xnXormantj, 
SMEDLETT is said to be a journalist and has v|iad articles acceptedo She 
was a close associate and **friend” of Ho Iw^^PTO, well'»known Hindu t 
conspirator and agitator md is saii to hava\lived with himo The \ 

informant further informeq[that SMEDLEY has also been suspected ^ 

,of being an advocate of free love a^d had worked for and with^AJPAI^AI / 
for whom she furnished information And also did typing® For-'a\while,\ 
she was a school teacher and supervisor at San Diego, California and 
was also in Los Angelas for a timoo! She was educated at Berkeley, 
California but the iriformaht did noi know whether she ever received 
a degrees The informant also advised that she had appeared in the 
movies and that her age at that time (1929) was approximately 38 , and . 
that she was thin and unattractiveo‘ She also taught in a Mexican School 
for two years, and at one time, attended New York University in Washington 
Square and was taking a Spanish course there© 

This informant also stated that at one time she was secretary 
of the Civic Club but resigned for some personal reason, and she was 
also connected with the Co ngress of'Forums on 13th Streeto Also, according 
to this informant o; AGIJES SIiJEPLEY resided at one time at 16 East 19th 

Street but moved from there to 38 Union Square because she claimed that 
her room had been searchedo Shie was arrested by the Department of Justice 
on March 16, 1918 and was afterwards released ,qn ^^sOOOoOO bail, said to 
have been furnished by Reverend PERCY STICKNE»t®^T, which in turn is said 
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to have received the money from a MR3 o FLAGLER.of New York and Connecticut 
■who is interested in prison reformo ; / 

, The informant further stated that "■while there is a good deal to 
show that she has been very intimate' ■with Hindus and doub'bless' ■was mistress 
to some of thai^ii, there is no e^vldencje that I have to show that she married 
any of than" o - 

■ ■ > 1 

The information furnished above by the infpnnant^ who is statedv 
to be, in close touch -with Hindu activities and considered reliable by l f 
has not been verified by investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investlg^afor^ 
The identity of this informant also is not known by the FBlo 



The files on_plso reflected infojajation, whidh had been 

received from one of tne'Tepresentatiives of | I to the effect that one 
I I American citizen attached to tne Chinese Government asjl^s 

an Aviation specialist^ was in Sian during the latter part of 1936 and 
advised among other things that AGN^ SMEDLEZj, an American citizen^ had 
been broadcasting nightly in pro-Communist and anti-’religious veins,, 

Information, has been set forth In th e investigative section of \ 
this report raHacting that the files o fJI fc ontained information received^ 

January 1937 showing that AGNES ^MEDLEY was in contact with persons in ^ 
Shanghai while she was in Sian and had informed them regarding the successes 
of CHG EN LAI and had also informed jtham as to her conferences ■with the 
Moscow delegation in Siane This information is now being set forth 
in totoe \ / 


also contained Information received from onOji 
etter dated Jantiary 3^ 1937 “which had been 



The files oi |^ 
of its representa tives b : 


m ade aim ilable to ^ p representative b; 

ba j [ consisted of two letters whiph ha 
/ Sian lairough th e American E^qjrass Cdmpanj 
was addr^essed td 


This information furnished 
beih sent by MISS SMEDLEY from ' 
in Shangh aio of the letters^ 

I and other to- forwarded 


to the American! 
■was as follows sd 


iThe contents of the letter addressed tc 


"Up to the present LCW EN |LAY (CHU EN-LAI) meets only success, for , 
the ■whole axrsj of General YANG is on our side, the rest of 'the troops cannot , 
be considered as being on our side but most of them are demoralizedo The 
general situation in Shanghai is to ibe watched as well as the propaganda 
■which must begin in full with .the ojiening of war actiojaso It is necessary, 
absolutely, to exercise an influence by means of the propaganda on English 
public opinions "which is at present the main factor in ob-baining the necessary 
means for further development of actionso M.th this regard I rely upon the 
"three G"s and upon ®B"o" M , 
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interpreted these initials to mean: 



CtWlNICI^ 


ape?/ 


b2 


‘Editor of the local magazine "yoice of China”, 
with offices in the Far,Eastern Publishing Company, 
Bubbling Well Roado ■ 


2o Editor of Shanghai "Evening Post and Mercury”, 
(U) i 3„ Well-known follower o|’ TROTSKY 


b7C 


4 


to be 



is a person by the name of ^ 


1 ntw-mT’flt.iqri t.h<» ’’I G°3” in the above letter by SMEDIEY 


b7C 


The letter written by SMEDLEY to 


believed that the ”B" referred to * 


f 


read as followss 


”CHU EN<“IAI and myself had a long conference here with the 
Moscow delegation and I confirm now my previous stateiasnt that Moscow 
will do nothing for the support of the Chinese Rod Ari^o STALIN is 
playing here as well as in Spain foreign armieso b7C 

FELDMAN is here as representative ojf 'thb HABAROtJSK militady authorities 
fafcd last week VANIilN arrived from Hinitrieff,. who stated that military 
ammunition is expected soon via ILIi arid HAMIo Besides that — the Urga Depot 
has promised a certain number of pl^as but for the time Tiwipg IdTie 
Habarousk authorities have postponed their forwarding,” 


b2 


The files 
anuary 21, 1937 which 




/ 


also contained the following in formaticUi date di 
furnished to a representative of 


" M ain representative in China of the Anti-Imperialistic Loaguo, 
whose American Headquarters are located at 132 East 6 ^th Street, New York 
City, the chief of the American brahch is an American 
organ is called the "Worker’s WorUd", 





idiose 


"Some weeks ago MISS affi33LEy left Shanghai for the Peking- 
Tientsin area, where she got in touch with EDGAR SNOW, American Correspondent 
who recently conqjleted a tour of the Northwest, SNOW helped MISS OffiDLEY 
get in touch with representatives qf the Chinese Communist Party in Sianfu 
^nd she went there upon the outbreak of trouble to advise union with the 
Chinese Soviet Government, and the iorganization of a "national front’. The-' 
present administration in Sian gave MISS SMEDLEX permission to use the 
radio for her propaganda work© Tlie entire communistic work in Sian among 
the population and among the officials is governed mainly by foreign 
representatives of whom there are now five residents in the city, of various 
leftist organizations assisting the Comintern,” 












T/FO 100-17302, 


administrative SHEEff 




”MISS SMKnT.EY is in toucK with Shanghai represantatives 
>f the League in the following ways? jjjl mV 


”!<, Sh e sends inf oiTatIon as news to Reuter’s Agency 
in. Peiping, in-care-of | dhinesa assistant manager of that brancho b7C 

The latter sends this information in the form of private correspondence 
either to MR„ Mo GRANICH, 7^1'Bubbling Well Road, in=care>=of the American 
Express Company, 158 Kiukiang Road; or to private addresses agreed 

”2o A portion of th 0 infonnation is sent to Hankow b7C 

In-care-of GUDZAR Company, but methods used are unknowno Thi s firm is 
closely connected with the, Soviet;Assistant Military Attache I ~b resumably 

reaches the Soviet Babassy through:that sourcso 


The above information, furnished by|_jfia’ther reflected that in 

Sian, AGNES SMEDLET had been living with a Chinese and had assumed the name 


of MRSo SI, 


(probably HSI)o'l^ 




Reference is made'to Bvirieau letter to New York dated December 5, 
1914,9 requesting that the files of jfche Immigration and Naturalization 
Ser vice and the_ Department of Statje be checked in an atten^t to identify 
one I I who was a Russian National believed to have been f orrfterly 

an inspector or the in 

Shanghai,, 

The records of the State Department wore checked and reflected ■ 
no person by that name who could possibly be identified with the person 
in question^ 

The files of the Central Office of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, were checked yid no identi fication could be 
'Effected on the person by the namf of I l in questlonp However, 

the following background information is being set forth on one 
IVAN VASIUEVITCfftEMELIANOFF and one ALPHONSE ELLMAl^ipELIANOFF. 

Inasmuch as it cannot be ascertained from the information in the b 

Immigration and Naturalization Service files whether either of these 
individuals; could possibly be identical with | | 

leads are being set forth to attempt to locate these persons in 
order to identify themo 








"!i 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 
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The Iininigration and Naturalization Service file contained, 
the fplloyring background informatiori on IVAN VASILIEVITGH EMELIANOFFo 
He made petition for citizenship ori December 28, 1932 at ■which time 
he ga'ye his residence as 510 West 123rd Street, New York, Now York, 
and stated that he "was bom at TiTonibn, Russia on November 1, l880o 
His application for Petition of Citizenship further indicated that 
his last foreign residence was Prague, Czechoslovakia, and -that he 
entered the United States on Ju ly 8 j 1927o The affidavits of ■witnes®^ 
to this petition wer e signed byP 

HI 


at 


1 New Yo rk, New iorK, ana[[ 


J Flushing], Long IslsUid, New Torko 


~| Who re sided at 

]who resided 


i<EJ£ELIAN0FF on April 10, 1933 at the District Court of the United States 


Cehtificata of citizenship #37UC>it^ was issued. _to IVAN 

n A_^ J.1__jr_L m _-j. 


'atHNow York Citjo 


The Immigration and Naturjalization Ser'vico files also 
con'bainod the follo'vd.ng background information on .ALPHONSE ELISiAN 
EMELIANOFF ‘Who was formerly known as AIPH0NS^i:ELD.tANe, He declared his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States oh July 1, 192h at 
the United States District Court of the Eastern District at Brooklyn, 

New York, at which time he stated that he resided at 3 West lQ2,jtreet, New 
York, New York, and that he nas bom on February 5s. I 898 at Sto Petersburg, 
Russiso He entered the United States at Norfolk, Virginia, under the 
name of ALPHONSE ELD ^ on May Its 1922o The -witnesses to his p etition 
for citizenshi p were I I Long Island, 

New Yorks and r I Long Island, 

New Yorko ALPHONSE ELLMAN EMELIANOFF was naturalized June 13s 1932 at 
New York Ci-byo 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent JAMES To 
O'BRIEN dated May 27<» 19U9 at New fork City in ,whic h a lead was set 


described as a 


forth for this office to attempt to locate pn$ J^ 

Chinese engineer possibly from Hanicow, China whq contacted. SMEDLEY 
in New York in February of 19li.5orfJ/(4^ 


In regard to this lead, the files of the Central Office of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service were chocked but no identification 
could be made concern ing anyone ■who could possibly have been -Uio person 
referred to as r I 


Also in regard to the salme referenced report of Special Agent “ 
JAMES To O'BRIEN, it is noted tha-fe this office had no informant familiar 
■with Hungari^ activities who would be in a position to dotermino the 7 
significance of communications between SMEDLEY and the Hungarian Legationo 
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Also in regard to the same referenced report of Special Agent 
JAMES To O'BRIEN^ the following background information was obtained 
from the Credit Bureau in Washington, Do Go concerning ,I^_F^^0NE. 
of 56l8 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, Do Co The records of thie Credit 

land that 


Bureau reflect that STONE’s wife's name is 
they formerly resided at 6836 Kessell Street, Forest Hiiisi Long Island, 
New York, and that STONE was the Washington representative of Po Mo 
Newspaper for five years and had ailso been the Washington editor of the 
Nation magazine from August, 19ii.O until 19U3o Prior to that time, he 
had been with the Nation magazine in New York for several y.earso Uieir 
name was originally ISIDOR'^KEINSTBBIE but was changed legally in 
Now York City February 18, I 9380 


b7C 



Confidential Informantj of known rel iability^ has __ 

adyised that ISADOR^^ONE has been; in contact with | | 

I 1 Plenipotentia ry of the Czechoslovakia Government 

wno »:resxa'es at l I This information -vras furnished 

in March of 19 i 4 ^ 9 o The extent of these contacts are not known tc 

In regard to the Committee for the Nations Health of I 4 I' 

Street, No Wo, the files of Stone*s Mercantile Agency reflected the 
following informations 

This information was gathered by Stones January 26,, lgU- 8 \.'and 
stati^Wthat. the business address f 6 r this committee was 9 lU Q Street,' 

No Wo, Washington, Do C« and also 1790 Broadway, New York Cityo ^The 
records of Stones further indicated that this committee was incoiT)orat^d 
March lU, 19ii6 \inder New York laws; as a non“profit ..membership coi^oratipn 
without capital stock for the purpose of promoting prompt passage of 
legislation for the iSi^bns health. The organization is for national 
health insurance, and for federal aid to states for public health, 
national and child services, medical research and edajOE^ion, medicad care 
for indigents and also for the conjstruction of hospital centers throughout 
the United Stateso It proposes medical charity and is financed by 
voluntary contributions,, ; . 


Also in regard to the referenced usport of Special Agent 
JAMES T, O'BRIEN, it is noted that the files of'theWai^ington Field 
Office contained no information concerning ERIC'T^VEREIDo However, 
•J!Wh'6's Who", volume 2^, for the yab^ 19U8 to 19U9, i^oflected that 
ERIC SE71REID is a radio correlpondant who was bom November 26, 1912 
at Velva, North Dakota and who is presently news correspondent of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, business office being in«-care=of CBS, 1 
lt85 Madison Avenue, New YorkJ Now Yoifc» / 
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AIMINISTRATIVE SHEET 

No leads are being set ou# by this office concerning the various 
bidia_Qf information concerning AGNE$ SMEDLBf as was contained in the files 

b2 _^because of the fact that this office is not in receipt of all the 

reports on the, subject 5 and thersforiop is not in a position to know 
whether any of this information, or spLl of itj has been verified by a 
previous investigationo Also no leads are being set out to verify any of 
the above information inasmuch as imich of it deals with activities of 
SMEDLET as far baclf'as 1923 and '19293 and therefore, it is possible that 
the office of origin taight not deem lit necessary to check on background 
information as early as that date iii regard to the instant investigation,, 

. Inasmuch as the office of | origin might desire to set foirbh 
leads in this case to other offices^ five copies of this report have 
been desigiiaied for the office of origin and also additional copies 
have been designated for the files Cf the Washington Field Office® 
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LEAD SHEET 


vSlHO 


NEUT YORK OFFICE i ... 

AT NEgr Y(glK 

Will conduct necessary investigation at 510 West 123rd Street, 
New York City, in order to ascertajln if IVA H VASILIEVITCH EMm ANOFF. 
could possibly be identical with the personi l iwho was 

formerly an inspector of the | ~| in Sianghai® 

New York ■sin.ll also condubt necessary investigation at 3 West 
102nd Street, New York City, in oj^ier to ascertai n if ALPHONSE j EUMAM 
MELIANOFF could be identical with' the questioned| 




















STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ce I* UNITE^ GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI 

FROM : SAC, HewYork 

SUBJECT: aches SfffiDLBY, V^as 

IKTEKTAI. SECUEia?Y - E 
Bufile 61-6580 


DATE: March 1, 1950 


'CUr- 


A pending report in this case was dictated 3/1/50 and will be forwarded 
as soon as it is transerihed. 1 


JTOBrIM 

100-68382 




RECORDED ; 53 I- alB ftLl If OilHOM CONTI 

% HM iS yNCLASSIFigi 

i Tim'? ftV^ 














.tja'rcix. 6i 


Diruciior,- W-1 


:.Am!rwmntiSY^ me 


■ ■■ . fs.';coaplotG r< 3 vie'» i>aa"'b©ca o£ all Sureaii file rsfcrcncea,''tiao '•■, /■ 

£’0St:Iu3 o:* TOiicli iums bean set,f»rth :‘n i; sujmrary EKJnoranduri. 'Althoii^h ti;e 
vast .o-clk of tbe pca'tiat-ivt mterial appcjirin;]- irt'-l^iD. ^lexacraiuitsa has been:. . 
ineorpOi-ate(J ;mtt> pjfovious reports! OS ©'ttbsi I-ted in lido' rs^tttor, , copy of tli^ 
ncaorandasa is 'boln/:'; 'teansa^'otGcI hcrcvdt’i tci the bork >office* ■ It 'iu rsqnosted 
that this moncrandisa be thoroU3hiy rsrievad and.that pGrtinent Informtioa not 
rovionsfl^'' set forth in report forn be ircorposated .into the next inreatii^tivo. . 
report tliat. is cabjif.tted in- this case, and liat any logical- leads .resultia^, frem;. 
reide-^s bo fully;-developecU. ■ . , ". - : ' 
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DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3 (,1) 03-24-5fl3-0 


FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIQATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


Classlfi'cation per OGA letter dated D4-G?“”2d05' 

NEVT^YORK- ^ : ■ '■ ■ 


M .ML^No: 100-68282 


REPORT MADE AT 

itJT YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE .. PERIOD FOR 


REPORT MADE BY 


WMK^ MADE , 

\R 2' 2'1950-: 1Ap,17,19,24; . ■ T. O'BRIEN 

• - RA?P/T.Q.in‘ 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


AGHSS SliijSDJjEiY ^ wxijii ctliss© s 


INTERliajL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:* 




.cTs-i'^r :|^gnforfflation regarding SiifjEDIEY's activities on visits 
/\to New York prior to leaving for England reflect 
b7C frequent contact with persons and organizations , 

fivmnat.het-i n t.n the CmUmunist Party. Si'iSDLEY and' 

with whom SMBDLEY ■ 

resided, were among persons invited to a reception 
at the Yugoslav Consulate on an -unknown date^' •, 

AjI ■(**/ I^I-EDISY reported in attendance at a conference, . 

P communist sponsored, in London of the "^itain-China 

^ ■ Friendsh ip Association” on 12/3-4/4927 1931 

^1 |of the Labor International iSd society 

y> .informed' Shanghai representative that SsSDLEY was ' 

"a comrade" v^o enjoyed the -full confidence of that 




organi'zation-r] 




DETAILS 


^ (a 


% 

T " ^ A 

i 1 ^ 

^ 6 

--4 a 


ij.PPBOPBTx'lTS 
AMD F'bLP CPPICES 

ADVISED 

SLIP(S) OP 


' 'aX ^ 0 - 
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0 66 ftPRSj-,'®”’ 


(^nfideritial Informant of knovm reliabilityJ mad 

available.the names of tne lollowing persons, who were 
contacted by SliFDLSY Tdien she resided at the Hotel 
Carteret in NeiY Yorlc City during visits -Ijo New York.- 
prior to-leaving for England, Informant .was unable : 
to furnish any information rega.-ding the nature of 
these contacts, -The dates placed after each name 
indicates the dates oh-iMiich SlfCDLSY made such - 
contact, 


















HY.100-68282 





New York, New Yoik 


(August 7, 24, 26, 28; September 2, 4, 24, 25, 26,. 30; \x 
Ootober 3, '4, 8, 19, 21, 26, 51; IJovember 2, 5, 7, 11, vyj 
12> 1949) ; V ‘ ~ * 


on Ma:v 


•fCon fidential. InI'oTO | 


L94^ 


whose re turn-address was 


cing on a book and I will need a few months 




etter tc| 

1 


to finish it,^ He also stated'that recommended Yaddo to .him as . ( L 

a .good place to work. ' 

. /^Confidehtiai Informant of known reliability, advised on 

November .14, l9 47>^ that one | [ an actor in the oast, of ”Call Me Mister’^ 

was the most active person in a nro-Commun ist. oliqu e > which dominated the oajst 
of/this pjroduction. Informant stated that continually made speeches 

pmising Russia's interest in the worlcing ^IQ'Ss, 


^ew Ypik, Hew York 


/ (August 2, 25i 26, ^50, 31; September 13, 19, 21, 1949) 


Onq _ | alias | | arrived at Jersey City, 

Hew Jersey ! t aboard the SS Gripsholm on its seventh, repatriation 

voyage from India and Greece* Ip her passenger‘questionnaire she stated that 
she had embarked at Bombay, Indfa destined to the. East and West Asso ciation, 

40 East 49th Street, New York City* She was both I l in China, a 

citizen of China. She stated that she had previously resided in the tFnited States 
from 1941 to 1943, had obtained her Master's Degree at Columbia and had previous¬ 
ly traveled in England and Europe, attending International Student Conferences . JTT\ 
as a representative of the Young Womens Christian Association. hx'* ^ ^ ■ 

% nfideritial Informant of knoy/n’ reliabilityjadvised tha-fy^^ 

ENG, identified as an International Secretary of the YWCA, ^ \ 

had addx^ssed a meetings of the National Association for the Advahcement of 5 
Colpred People in ‘Richmond, Vi rginia, , In 1943'. She waypresented by A.NNA IHERS, 
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records of the Immigration aii^d Naturalization'Servld© at ' 
New York'Oi^hr’ ref leot^ [l eft th^'^ States' yfa ^ 

AiiTirays Flight ph | | at-Saio Franoiaco, and lef t Honolulu on. the 

same day for iiie Ph^ip-pine'Islands, ' 

|^ ' • b7C ^ . ;:.V'b 


(October'0, ’19 



New Yo rk* .New, Yp tk 


the 1 949 repo rt of :-i3ie Califomia State Gommittee on' Un-American 
Activities identifie d l as one of a group of sponsors pf the Scientific and 

Cultural Conference for-World Peacd held at New^ Yoik City, March 25 to 27, b7C 
1949^ This CoBmittee also reportea l "has been affiliated with from 

eleven to twenty Communist front•organizations"*- 



•Brooklyn, New York ■ ■ . / 

^ / v(NQve^er: i4y 1949) ' 


I of, unknown reliability,7who was well 
acq uainted wife'person s in the newspaper business, advised oh ApijT 30, 1941 -Maa' 
one j Iw as a Communist newspaper man emplPyed by the "Brpoklyh 

Eagle" and also by, the' magazine,: "Friday”, which fpllowed'. the Communist line* 

. _ , Cn'nfi dflntii ftl Informant I H of ^kncw n reliability* reported that, 

from I when he was inducted into the United States; Navy, 

cine I | for ihe National.-. 

Maritime Union, was in frequent friendly contact wiih officials of the 
Communist party, and w&s undoubtedly a Communist sympathizer^N*/f /tt\ ’ 



- Cdiifi dential Inform ant I P f known reliability, advised that 

during the period of ___ employment -by the National Maritinie 'Ohion, 

this Uniph was completely dominated* by. its Communist officials and only 
Communist Party members of close sympathizers oould obtain employment in the'iii 

' Union* jS^...,VTTs' • ■7: , ''"'7'■ ■ .' /' /Jq 


- 4 '--‘ 












. b7C 






iSill- 


Ni;^ 100^3^2'• ^ .V.''^7 " '■ • ' ■ ■ "{Tt i' ' 

^ ^ | j of teown^yel.iaTjili.' fcy eo. that ~ 

I ■-- L Bt^bd k1:^ j New york,- is presenCly employed as ^ _ ■ .' 

l-vof win Fact", ■aVpiiblic^tion, was cited as a' "Communist front";, 

by the special Ccmmiittee on Un-lmerican Activitifes on March 24, 1944* 

_ ■;•'V-b-v-;'‘ i '^' ■ ’■/•■■■.v ' ' :•■■ ■ 

280 Lafayette Streets ■ - ^ 

Hew York, New York- (November 14* 1949)' 

Informatidnconoernir^.this publication.is set out above* 


BITAfiO iSHlGAKI . : 
219 Ifest 14th Street 
New'fork. New York , 


(AuCTSt 2, 31; September.'234. October 1, 1949) 


. , On November 21,■ 1949 Mr i and Mr ss^TARQglSHIGAKIy 219; West, 14th . ' 

Street, Now York pity, were interviewed by SA | l and the writer. 

They stated they were acquaintances of SMEDLBY, haying met her in 1945 when they 
were guests at the.'Yaddo Estate, a'retreat for artists and writers at Saratoga ■. 
SpringSj New York* They stated thejr acquaintance with SMEDLBY was purely social* 
Since that time, they haye seen S^DIfY rather, frequently and received a visit from 
her shortly before' her departirre' from the United States for Europe, The ISHIGAKIS 
stated that SMBDIEY had openly expressed conten^jt for.the American Communist farty 
but was a wholehearted supporter of the Cdnmunist regime in China; 


JMew lork, Jiiew lork -(August 22, 1949/ ' '■ V r ; f 

r , ^ TOn Februar y 22 1944 Confidential Informant of .known reliability 
advised that I H had been elected Executive Secreiai^ 61 the Oielsea Branch* 
of the Communist Party, which has a membership of over three, hundred. Informant, 
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stated, that r I was formerly Membership Sesret^y .of the Third arid Fifth. Assembly 
Districts Clubs of the Comniuhist. Political Association until they,."were dissolved. 


advised that one | 
during June and July, 


27, 1949 that 


On April 6, 1949 Confidential Informarri 


jf knosm r eliabilltyi 


had contributed to the Nevr iork County Communist ^arty 



Inforrnant l [ of known reliability, advised on May 
was an active member of the Communist Party.\ / , 


b7D J ■ ■■ ■ / \ 

b7c SAEAH V.Montgomery • 7 ' .• ' 

310 West 11th Street • • 

New York. New York (August 22., 1949) . 

Confidential Informant 1 of known reliability,, advised on August 
8, 1944 that membership records of the, Greei^ch Village Club of the Communist 
b2 Political .Association reflected that SALLY^^ONTGOMERY of 136 West l6th .Street, 

New York City, held Communist Political Association Book ^211, Informaiit stated 
that the records sipwed her^t^be a woman about forty-five■ years of age, with the 
Party name of SAlLlMlICTOR. (U1 , (TJl 


^Confidential Inforinantl |of known reliability^^,vised that SARAH 
/ V. MONTGOMERY had formerly resided, in^^viashington, D.C., where iS^.Eusband, DON 
b2 i^MONTGOMERY, from whom she is now separated, was employed by the Consumers Council 
of the Department of Agriculture. She was active in the Washington, D,C. branch 
of the American Peace Mobilization and was observed leading pickets in front of the 
White House for this organization on June 21, 1941,. , i *' 


^OOE FIND CLUB 
' 401 Broadway 
New York, New York 


(October 21. 1949; 


, ^ ■ Confidential Informant | j of known reliability, advised that at‘ 

a Communist Party Membership meeting on Augiist. 8, 1944, at Berkeley, Calif orhia, 
j 37 [) one l ^ a Communist Party member, described the Book Find Club as ’^one 

of our outfits^ • itti • . 

b7C ' ■ ; • ■ (U) . . ■ ■ . 7, - '^V' 
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'vV■*! 


Mew,York, New "^dric ', (Septembei^:’ 24, 1949) 


• , ~ ' yCo rifidential- Inform^t I of Impwn reliabili ty advised that 
one I f gavR a coxjrsd; Entitled, .“M^xian jicpnomics I”, charing the 1928r29 

semester of the Workers-Sdapbi* tik- f l.»4'3 £/l 


advised thatl 
Club of the Con 


semester of the Workers-Sdiobl. •Xt’t’Ji {A ^ 

• fon iUgust 8j lOAZ. Confidential Informant I ^ ^f kno^ rellal^ity^ 
advised that ] "l had recruited five individuals into t he Greeny iGh Village 

b2 dub of the bomnnin-ist. Pa^.y- lih^S; informant also advl sed that ] resided at 

I I New iork City and was the wife of| ^ | tte further^ 

b7D advised that she was a menber, of ■ t^e ddb 01 the Gommunist Party, 

was employed as ajibbacher and waa.a^ in ■fhe American I^abor 

I ^ ^Confidential , of khown reliabilit^:JrM^sed that 

^2 alias T I had visited the SoWet Nhion with 

her husband in -about 1932, 'aad -had'been, entertained by ANNA LOUISB«-0TRONG in 

3/D /Mosoowi^’ 7; 7';7 \'bv-''"D, 

d7c -7 7' ':■/ ■ ■ ' ■ .'A' 

^...DONAII) QGrilfJeTlllART 

8 East loth Street. • V- 

New York, New fork . . (November 8, 14. 1949) - 'X ^ 

■ 'ifbn Deceniber 5V .1944 Confidential Informant I I of known 

b2 reliabili ty,j advised that he believed that STEWART was not a member of' the Coimaunist 

' Party but,'Wls a very active "fellow-traveler” due to the influence of his tofe,. 
b/D si^lOiNTER. ■ • ■ ■ 7.. ..'V■ '■ 

■ 7j—i:' i^lUl 

■ > ^Confidential Informant|_| of,known reliability,!advised that 

DONALB OGDEN, STEWART had been a sponsor of the American Committee xor the Protection 

b2 of the Foreign Born,. the American League for Peace and Democracy, the American ‘ 

Peace Mobilization, the-Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, and other:"Front" 
b7D groups of the Communist Party during the period from 1938 to 1941, '* :i 7 . ’ 
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..aild the "Daily:Mtrror".of- 
October 21, 1947; reflepted that .testifflony had .been given before the House 
Hn-Amerioan. Activi.ties .Conunittee by.irioVie’director SAM TFOOD and JACK'L* 
WAidlER,-P. Vipe President of Warner. Brothers;’ that DQHALD OGDEN STEWA^i ,, , 
a Hollywood soehailo w'r3.ter, was a/dommunist^ ; v ... 

THE NATIDNAb COUNCIL OF ARTS,'scrENOES ' ' ■ , . ’ ' '■ 

. ANDi-PHtFESSlOIH.-. ; 

49 West 44th-.Street ■ . ' ‘. ■ ^ 

.New York, ■ New Ybrit," -^ ; 

^ (August SO;: ^eptembPr 3, 14, 15; October 29, 1949) 

. ' This ■ organization; was tej^ of the mpst import- ' - 

ant Coininunis t front groups in the, countr^ by the California State Conanittee 
on Un-^Ameripan AdtiVi ties,' , ■ 


THE national COUNCIL OF AMERICAN 


SOVIET PBIENDSHIP': 
232, Madison Avenue': 
New Yo rk. New Yo rk'- 



. This prganizatipn’is parried on the Attoniey General* s ■ 
list of subversive organizations, - 














; .my; 100 - 68282 ^ ^ ^ ^ ''' ^'V ''- ■ X '... - 

>^MSTITUffi OF PACIFie KELATIONS * - ■. \' \ 

1 East '54th Street ;. ' ,,- 

■ New York, Mew York (Augxist 23; September. 12; October 11, 1949) 

This organization describes itself, as '’an vinofficial and non- 
. . political organization, foxmded, in 1925 to-facilitate the scientific study of 

■ the peoples of the Pacific area.. It is privately financed by contributions 
from Mational Councils, Corporations'and Foun^tions". 

The May 9, 1947 issue of the New York ”'^ournal-American” carried 
a story that students at the Western High School in Washington, P.C, had staged 
. a walk-out strike against one SHUitJHEiBWIS, a Soviet born lecturer who had been 
supplied by the Institute of Pacific fielations,because she disparaged the United 
• States educational systems as compared with the Russian system, (U) 

Y^nfidentiai Informant ^f known reliability;^ stated that 

the Institute oxracific Relations was at one time heavily infiltrated, and at 
: times controlled, by the Commiihist Party, 

On March 15, 1949 the Institute of Pacific Relations announce d 
that it had elected new officers and had dropped ! I 

prominent apologist for the So:^et Union, from its Board, 

Confid ential Informaht I I of known reliability, has previously 
reported that one j of New York City had advised SMEDIjEY on December 22j 1944, /T' 
at which time she was residin g at Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Sprin gs, Mew York, that i ^ 
he was .staying at the home of ^ Queens, New York, 

I-J-_—| Confidential Informant_ of kriown reliability,' advised thav 

^_I in 1945 was a regular member of the Board on China of the In stitute 

of Pacific Relations, . He was in frequent contact withj j:editor of /TT\ 

the magazine,. ".Amerasia'’, Who later pleaded guilty to embezzlement oi Governmen'^^^ 
documents. He-was also a contact of the delegates, sent by the Chinese Communislvns^i 


/ ' : 
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Rarty as observers to the United Nations Confei^ Sgpi Rrancisco an 1945.n^ 

CJo'nfidential, Infor mant _ ,of knomi reliabili ty, advised, that'the 

names of Miss AGNES SMEDEEY and | | were contained on a 

mailing list of persons invited^ to a reception given by MI0DRA5MIAHK0VIC, Consul 
General for Yugoslavia in New York City. Informsuit was . miable to supply the 

date of this • reception* The ^dress for both SMSDLEY and_was given as 

Palisades, Rockland County, New ^ork.''^/^^ ^jTY’ : . .. 
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of knotna reliabilit; 



b2 


[at on 


■ ,. Confidential Infoimanjt 

December 3r^and 4th, 19^ a Biltish-Chiha :Cpnference was heli!r*in London imder 
liie sponsorship of the^i,«^n.tain-Ghina Friendship Association, AGNES SMEDLfef was 
identified as being piresent at these proceedings but played little active part 
as ffir as could; be ascertained* . Informant stated that the Britain-China Friend¬ 
ship Association was imder the sponsorship of "Communist and left-wing Socialist 
leaders", .and the conference'itself received favorable publicity from the British 
Communis t weekly "World News'>04 Views", as well as the British publication 
of the "Daily Worker", The 'oonferehoe Was said to^^have been extremely pritioal 
of, the role of the United States in; the Far East 
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. ASta^ramvE 


The December, 1949 issue of the monthly magazine ‘’Plain Talk'*. ' 

, ■ contains an article entitled, "AGNES SffiDEEl and GUNTHm^IN" :l^sr-to SORGE 

This article contains excerpts from th.e SORGE statement dealing with SORGB's use 
. . of SIEDIJSY and STEIN as members of the espion^e rings, which he operated in 
- Qiina and Japan. The article contains no information not previously reported. 

,b2 in addition to the names of persons liste d in the main body of ,, 

this report as Goniiaclis of SBEDIEY while, residq^ at 2 th j~ jf pbnfid- 

b7D ential irformanl applied the fotoowingj. (U) 

/SIMON AND SCHUSTER- ■ : ^ ' . . 7^ ^ 

._1213 Sixth Avenue ... ■' .' 

, . New York. New York (November 3 . 1949) 


DEPARTMENT CP^ilEALTH- ’ - 

New York City. New York. (Axigust 25. 1949 


AIFREatKNOFP . .7V . - ■ , ' 

. 501 Masson Avenue V 

New York. New York (AugtiSt 8; 11. 15 * 18. 1949) 

// / CHARLESvSCRIBNER &,S0NS • 

597 Fifth Avenue - ' . •. - • . - 

New York; New York ■ (November 1. 1949)* 


Photographer 


ilork. New iork . (September 22. 1949). 


_ By lett er dated, April 28, 1942 a ^photogra pher . 

- of I ~| New York, Pity ^ ad-vised the New lork Office that one, | 

|of 'i'enpersville, New York, was pro-Hitler, ■ ? 


CRET 


'. v. *1^ 
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ADMtiin:'^TiRfi.nVE ■ (Cont* d«) 


TH^^Tlom GUABDIA'N 
19 Murray Street-,' 
Hew Yo rk, Hew York . 


(August 16| 31} September 26} October 5, 14* 20} 
November 10/ 1949) ~ . ' -- 


The masthead of thi'‘s publioatipn states that it is ’’the ouly 
newspaper endors04;.by the .Progpessive Party and the Ameidcan Labor Party,,” 



New Yo rk* New- York . 


(August 9} Qdtober 24} November 4* 1949) 


In the"CoQaSQj Espionage,4 G", it was ascertained .that various 
pieces of mail which ori.gina-bed :at the St. "Hubert Ho-tel, New York City, ,oh : 
January ll> 1944 had possibly been .sent b^ 6ne of the sub;ieo ts in . 

this case; One of ttiese letters was, addressed to | I c/b' -——_ 

I The return address on * this letter was_ 

I St, Hubert Hotel, New York, 18# By report dated January 21," 1944 
•cne rni naporatorv advised that handwrlting comparisons had led to thS' poh- . ; 
oluslon that subj’ec-t f | or his wife .had hot-wri-bten this letter# . 


’ Oh February 18,' 1942 one ^ New York 

City, gave a telephonic complaint regarding possible pro-Nazi activities on , 
b7C the part. o.f>ER0MB''S .PENTHbOSE,'.a beau^:y parlor at 119 West STth Street/ New. ■ ■ 
iYork City, and. one| | New York City# 



New York, Ne-w York 


(Aughst 15, 31j. Sep-tember 3, 12,' 16# 26,’ 29.} 

October 22# 1949") . 


, Confi dential Infotmanll >f kno^ reliabilityj ad-yLsed i^at on 

September 6, .1949 j [ -Che permanent Yugoslav delegate to the , 

U nited Na-feions, vi sited this office and placed a telephone call to the office T 
oj| X y I attorney. Informant could supply no information doneeming- 

l bC-’:(TTr^ ■ ; ' ; ; ■ ; 


. tv I 


u 
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PAtJlj*^LDER 
1623 First Avanue , 
New York, New York 


ADMENISTBATIYE (Coatyd.) 


( Ootob er 18, 1949) 


PAUL 350. East 89th Street^ New York City, operating a 

butcher business at 1684 First Avenue, was interviewed in connection wi th a 
Denaturalization P roceeding on No'yQiaber 15, 1945 by SAS | | ahd 

I BALDER stated that he had been bom June 28,. 1902 at Neus'tadt, 
Gemany as PAUEs^ISGELHALDER and was subsequently naturalized on January 16, 

1939 at New York City under the name oP BALDER, ' He; stated that.^he. .had visited 
Germany for three months in 1939 and had- two brothers-in-law in the Ge man 
Army, He. admitted membership In the Deutscher Kpnsum Verbar4*an affiliate' 
o.f the Geman-.Anerioan Bund, He also admitted advertising his business in 
the Deutsoher .'Weokruf und Beobachter, an official pubiioa-Hon .of the Buhd^ 

He claimed that this.was solely for business reasons. 


EE CHAEDsIAUTEEBAGH 
142 East^Sth Street 
Hew York, New York 


(October 24g -November 1, 3, 1949) 


LAUTERBACH is a free lance journalist, a former news editor for 
"Time” magazine, and a foraer Bureau Chief for "Time", in Moscow from 1944 
to 1945* He was foimerly a correspondent in China* Until January, 1949 he 
was Managing Editor of the "New York Star", 

Confidential Informanl j I of known reliability, advised that 
LAUTERBACH was a sponsor of the China Aid Council, a Communist dominated 
organization, and is at the present time' organizing ,a.4lWriters Freedom Board"' 
to combat the Snath. Act, Infoimant also stated that LAUTERBACH was a sponsor 
of the "World.Peace Conference held in New York City in March, 1949 under the ; 
auspices of the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 
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,D. JpHriROGGB": ' 

400 East 52xid, Street 
Hew Yoik, Hew York 


■ ADMIHISTBA-TIYE (Cont»d.) 


(Septe^er Sy 19j 22, 24; October 5,1» 1949) 


ROGGEl. is a former-assistant.Attorney General of the United'StatOs 
Department of Juattce, The ”i}©w York Post” of Ootober 10, 1949 reported that 
ROGGE appeared before a Senate Judioihry Committee. stating that he represented the' 
Progressive Party of HENRY WALIAC® to protest the appointment of former Attorney 
General TOM Ct ark to the United States Supreme Court, . 

^ Freiheit” of. September 27; 1949, reported that 

R06GE had been a delegate to the Mexico City Peaoe Conference of September 19> 

1949 which was sponsored by the Rational Committee of the Arts, Soienoes and 
Professions,-. 


Confidential Informant 


of known, reli abi 1 i ty, advi s ed that 


ROGGE made a speech on October 27, iy*ey at Hew York City at a meeting held under 
the auspices.of the National Committee) of the Arts; .Sciences and Professions, 
protesting the obnYiction of the eleven Communist leaders under the Smith Aotj 

It will be noted that shortly after tiie release of an Array ? 

Intelligence report on February 9, 1949 naming SliEDLEY as a member of A Soviet 
. espionage ring in Shanghai, SMEDLEY gave interview, to tiie press at the office 
of 0. ’ JOHN ROGGE, who . was identified as her attorney. 


iU 


Hew Yo rk, New. Yo rk 


(November 1, 1949) 


f rom[_ 


3 


I | of known reliability, advised^ that 


Confidential rnformant_ 

the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico had rebeived, a two dollar contribution 


of New, York, Informant also advised by letter dated 


June 14, 1943 the National Committee of Idie Communist Party had pledged ”bur. 
. full support to the Nationalist Party,of Puerto Rico^,^^ 

. Confidential Informant^ ^ 

.October 17, 1944 iliat one[ 


of knoWn reliability.TAd 



Nationalist Party member but did not attend the Junta of Manhattan, 
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ADMIHiSTmfiyS. (Cont«d«) 


^ The li'sfc of bonhapts'aiade by SMILEY fit>m the |_ | in f ! 

Few York .City hfi.s- not-be4n pompleted in this . report* but will be furnished in f ' 
'■ ^future raportS;, ' ’i ', ' •' •- ■''' ' ■ ' ■ ■ • ' - 

p . - By letter dated Deoember 6, 1949 the Bureau called attention.to the 

report of ■the'writer dated September 19v 194§ at New York City wherein it was. 
reported that a listing of approximately three hundred, sixty two ■boll calls from 
the telephone! ^ I’ Sneden's handing. New York, had been obtained. The 

, Bureau re^ues-ted that the individuals to ■whom ■th.ese calls were made should .be 
iden'bified and their names checked, through ■the Indices of field, offices co'trer- 
■: iiig the territory in which -they resided, ; . 
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mt YORK 


At Netr ^ork. New ^ork ’ ' 

Will set forth and identify tha -pfi mairtder of the su bscribers to 


telephone ntmibers called by SMEDLEY irahile at the 




Nevr York'City. 


b7D 


from [| 


Will ascertain the subscribers of the telephone numbers called 

I Sneden’s ..Landing, PaGLisades, New ^ork, and identify 


same. 


* Will contact the New York City Tax Coll ector, 50 Pine Street, 
to ascertain the identity of the owner ,of the premises I I 

] 37 q New York Ci ty and will loc ate and interview this person with reference to the ' 


identity of 


■sdio resided there in 1937. 


telephone numbeit 


* Will report the results of the mail cover on_ __ 

i care of the China Aid Council, 1790 Broadway, New ^ork City. 

^ Will reinterviewT 


alias 


Apartment! 

J for any further information he may possess re- 



(U) 


garding SMEDLEY's. activities in connection with the 'Ohinese Section of the Communist 
Party and for anv information he may have as to the whereabouts of | ^ d 


Will further, identify the following, contact of the subject: 
t elephone f J TJ 



b7C ' * Will'obtain background inf ormation on| 

Street, New York Chty^ 



S^ET 


^ 17 - 













LEADS (COMTIiroED) . ^ 

* Will conduct necessary investigation at 510 West ;’123rd Street, 

New York .City, in order to ascertain if I7AM.JfA^TjjIEyrjCH EMELIANOFF could . 

possibly be iden tical with the person nbm edl_|wno vras; formerly ah 

inspector of the | T in Shai^hai. 

.•i^Will also conduct necessary investigation at;3 W^st lO^nd Street, 
New ^Tork City, in order to as certain if. ALPH ONSE ELLMAN EMELIANOFF could be 
identical with the, questioned f | 

. ————I (In-connection with these last two leads the report of SA I 

_I 1 / 24 / 50 , Washiiigton, P.C,, in the SMEDLBI case, should be consulted*) 
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. COMFIDMgiAL INFORMANTS 


James T. 


• llie confidential infer mentioned in the. repbri of ^ 

. O'Brien dated '-wR 2 2 J95D at NeTs- York are as follows: 


; hlD 




ib7D 


,b2 ,'v 


Inf ormation contained in a, teletype • 
dated 7/25/45,. Newark to .New York, ^ 
quoting information received from 
she Burea u, no source giv en, case 

entitled, r ^FOREIGN 

TR&ML' 


■:h2 


I of the Ph ited .iNations 
I'ormat iori obtained by SA I 




















■' 5 ^' 

-7/ ^ ■' 




*.• v.:fi^.^ -'7 
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' CONgIDEtCT'lAL iWOBMAITS. (CONT 'D'y . 


”A confidential sotirGe icnown to the Bureau”, as 
quoted in B-orean letter dated 3/11/41, New lork 
File .39-155t ,. - ;' . ' , 

AnonymoTis ’ . ■• ,‘ , . ^ ^ ^ 



Anon^ous 


AnonTOious s ource listed in the report of SA / 

, '3AS/49, New lork, in the case entitled, ^ 

”iuaosuv fesuLAffi, Mr yore; cityj internal sBcuRirt- 
YU &' R'*, New. ^ork File 100-81741 • 




don received from tl: 
onsarded by Bureau ler-cei 
file'.’ 

. ' 'bl -■ . ■ ■ • .,• 


in tne 


REFERENCES: 


I n to the Secretary of State from the First 

^ . Wl^cretary of the U.S, Embassy in London^: Information 

>S^ was forwarded by Bureau letter of l/ll 7 ^ in the S 12 ED 1 EY-. j 

- mtiAW ^, 'I 

Bureau File 61 ^- 6580 . , • ^ , . v / 

Report of SA James f./ 0 «Briehv l/l 2/50 


'ET.:m 
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. JiOiIBCSI> SIjGIA!® cc-Foreign Service Desk 
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STW ^D FQ^ no. 64 


Vffice Memffmndum 


'iu 

• UNITED STATeI GOVERNMBNT^^ 




TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


MR. D, 1. lADD 
MR. A. H. BELMONT 

O 

AGNES SMEDLEY 
INTERNA.L SECURITY 



DATE: 4-15-50 


PURPOSE 

To recoinmend that New York be authorized to conduct an interview 
and baggage search of Agnes Smedley u^on her wtvirn to the United States, 


Toleo n 

Udd_ 

Clegg_ 

SlavIn_ 

Nichols_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Itohr_ 

Tele, Rooin_ 

Nease_ 

Oandy_ 


BACKCHIOUND 

A;gnes Smedley, an American citizen and well known pro-Soviet 
iter and lecturer, was publicly charged in the ill-advised press release 
issued by the Department of the Army bn February 10, 1949* with having been 
implicated in the Richard Sorge Soviet espionage network which operated in the 
Far East in 1930 - 1941* The subject of an extensive investigation, Smedley 
left the United States on November 15s 1949 en route to England, stating that 
she expected to remain there for about five months for the purpose of completing 
a book. She has indicated that her plans are indefinite but that she might 
go to China, 

The April 10, 1950 issue of the New York Journal American carried 
an article by David Sentner in which he wrote that Smedley was expected 
to return fr.cmi abroad within the next few weeks and would be subpoenaed 
by “Congressional spy probers” (the HCUA), 




RECOMMENDA.TION 


It is suggested that the Nejw York Office be instructed to interview 
Smedley immediately upon her return to the United States and be authorized 
to conduct a discreet search of her baggage. A' teletype to that effect 
is attached hereto for your approval. 


Attachment 


ALL IMATION CONTAINED 

KEREN iS 











EMGfvnna 














WASH £ROM NEW YORK 


URGENT 


IRECTGR 


M. f'. DCrAr.TMef!! OF JUSriCF. 

'lEenGrs 


M Mk 


RETYPE 


11-16 



( Mr. Ladd 

I! 

r Mr. Clegg- 

i' Mr. Glavin- 

Lir. Nichols __ j 

' Mr. Rosen___li 


J l M r. Tracy__ 

Harbo__ 

Belmont 

I Mr. Mohr_ 

! 

Tele, Room__ 

' Mr. Nease__ ^ 


Mbs Gandy 


AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS*, INTERNAL SECURITY - R* NEW YORK JOURNAL 
AMERICAN OF APRIL TEN, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY, CARRIES AN AR¬ 
TICLE DATELINED WASHINGTON, APRIL TEN, BY DAVID SENTNER OF THE JOUR¬ 
NAL AMERICAN WASHINGTON BUREAU, STATING THAT SMEDLEY WAS SCHE¬ 
DULED "TO BE SUBPOENAED BY THE CONGRESSIONAL SPY PROBERS". ARTICLE 

. i “ 

ALSO STATES, THAT SMEDLEY WAS EXPECTED TO RETURN FROM ABROAD "WITH¬ 
IN ThP NEXT FEW WEEKS AND BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO DENY THE 


BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES". 

Mr j \ ^ ‘ _ 

4^ > THEiARTIOp^OES ON TO QUOTE WHITTAKERXchAMBERS TESTIMONY, BEFORE 
A (^S^I/^SION ON HCUA, REGARDING THE MEETING WHICH HE ARRANGED 
S0 LEY AND JOHN LOOMIS )^ERMAN, PRIOR TO SHERMAN-S DE- 
jPARTM^O JAPAN. BUREA U REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY j' 

I ANY INFO RECEIVED AS TO SMEDLEY-3 PLANS TO RETURN TO UNITED I 
Ij STATES. LOCAL STOPS AGAINST SMEDLEY-S RETURN HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY 

r 

;1 PLACED. IN CONNECTION WITH PLACING OF STOPS NATIONALLY, BUREAU 
I REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHETHER BAGGAGE SEARCH IS AUTHORIZED. 


HOLD: 


"“““"El WOS 

iS s 




.V m 


l±Lr. 
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SgCURIfY DIVISION ^BI 



, 1950 ■ 


-Director 


-llMr. A. H. Belmont 


Mr. 

Tolson 

Mr. 

D. M. Ladd 

Mr. 

Clegg 

Mr. 

Glavin 

-Mr. 

Harho 

Mr. 

Nichols 

Mr. 

Rosen 

Mr. 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Q. Tamm 

Mr. 

Mohr 

Miss Gandy 

-. . Mr. 

Nease 


_Mr. Laughlin 
.Mr. Stanley 
.Mr. Keay 
.Mr. Baumgardner 


_Mr....-4iennrich 
litsc 



Forei^ Servicq Desk 
_Mr. Winterrowd 


.Mrs. Davidson 
.Miss Cuddy 
.Miss Boche 


.Chief Clerk's Off;. 
.Records Section 
.Personnel Files 
.Mechanical Sec. 
.Ident Division 
.Technical Lah. 


.See Me 
.Call Me 

.Appropriate action 
Note & return 
.Send file 
.Bring up-to-date 
.Correct 
.Re-date 

Please initial & 
return 

•Place on record 
.Place on record & 










STANDAFUS FORM NO. 64 




^ 'M 

Office i^etnovandutn • united states government 


TO : 
FROM ! 
SUBJECT: 


MR. 

MR. A. H. BELMO: 

O 

AGNES SMEDLEI 
ESPIOmGE - R 




DATE: April 12, 1950 



Tolson 

Ladd__ 

Clegg_ 

Olavin_ 

Nichol8__ 
Rosen_ 


In view of the attached article appearing ^in the New York 
Journal Ajnerican date lined April 10, 1950^ by David Sentner ,to the 
effect that the HCUA is going to subpoena ^nes Smedley for appearance 
before it, we should take immediate steps to see Ui'at this case is 
up to date from an investigative standpoint, that all leads have been 
covered, and that the reports reflecting the iinrestigation have been 
submitted by the field. We should hapctte this by teletype and 
set early dead lines. We should further consider the desirability 
of interviewing Agnes Smedley immediately upon her return to this 
country. 


Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 

- Tele. Room. 

Nease_ 

Gand y 




Attachment 

■"AHBsmer 


;/ 













OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, |fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OFFICIAL INFiGATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 



See Me _ ( ) 

Note and Return _ { ) 

.-For Your Recommendation{ ) 

What are the facts? ( ) 

Remarks: . 




















Spy l|iiiz to Call 
Agnes Smedley 

By DAVID SENTNER 

K. T. Journal-American 'Washlngion Bureau 

WASHINGTON, April 10.—^Agnes Smedley^ linked in an 
Army, intelligence report with the Richard Serge Soviet espio¬ 
nage ring in the Far East, was scheduled to be subpoenaed by 
the Congressional spy probers, it was learned today. • 


Miss Smedley, a journalist, was 
expected to return from abroad 
within the next few weeks and be 
given an opportunity to deny the 
charges before the House Com¬ 
mittee on ’Un-American Activities. 

Committee investigators have 
been screening voluminous docu¬ 
mentary material obtained from 
the defense services regarding the 
operations of the notorious pre¬ 
war Sorge spy ring in the Orient 
and its connections' with American 
Communists. 

AMERICAN TACADE.* 

Whittaker Chambers, e x - 
Communist courier, testified re¬ 
cently in a closed session of the 
House Committee that he had 
worked on setting up a Soviet 
underground apparatus i n 
Tokyo in the middle 1930s. 

Jahn Sherman, then operating 
in the West Coast Communist 
underground, was assigned by 
J. Peter;?, Comintern representa¬ 
tive, to go to Tokyo to head a 
Soviet underground, Chambers 

testified., , __ 

Chambers was ordered to organ-1 






ize an American '^Facade** which 
would make it possible for Sher¬ 
man to operate in Tokyo, the 
former editor of Time Magazine 
told the committee. 

The name of Agnes Smedley was 
brought in^ 'the testimony of 
Chambers as follows: 

CHAMBERS: ‘While that 
apparatus wa(5 being set up, 
Sherman was Very eager, to meet 
Agnes Smedley, who was in the 
country on one of her period¬ 
ical commutations and so I ap¬ 
proached Peters about it and 
an agreement Was made that I 
would meet her one night in an 
automat on 72d ^st. and would 
introduce her to Sherman. 

DESCRIBES HER ALARM. 

“We had never met before but 
I knew from her pictures what 
she looked like apd Peters evi¬ 
dently described in a general 
way the nature of the man who 
was going to contact her be¬ 
cause when I did meet her, she 
was very much alarmed and I 
had the impression that the 
man she had expected to meet 
was Gerhardt Eisler and it was 
something she said that im¬ 
pressed me. 

(Gerhardt Eisler, Soviet Com-, 
munist agent, recently skipped a 
bail bond by fleeing the country 
,as a stowaway aboard the S.s: 
Batoryj. 

, “She was very uneasy with - 
me and when I introduced her 
to Sherman, she continued un¬ 
easy, and nothing really oc¬ 
curred. 

He had some wild plan—he 
was a fairly wild man anyway 
—of getting over and establish¬ 
ing contact with the Chinese 
Communists. I think he hoped 
some time to work with them. 

“That is what he wanted to 
talk to Smedley-about. I-siipply 
bring this out as the kind of 
contacts that were established.^ 



AGNES SMEDLEY 
Slated for Subpoena 

_ AP Pliol.. 


Peters - obtained a false passport 
for Sherman to go to Japan. 

Chambers continued his testi¬ 
mony: j 

* “Before he went, he gave me 
another task which was to find 
for him an American-Japanese 
who was connected with the 
highest’ Japanese circles apd 
who wotild have easy social ac¬ 
cess to important people in 
Japan. 

“I found for him Hideo Noda; 
who was a Japanese-American, ' 
I think born in California, a 
painter of considerable ability, 
who was at that time, I think, 
an apprentice of Diego Rivera. 

. “Noda was a Communist. 
Then, of course, I introduced 
Sherman and Noda, and by 
separate routes they traveled to 
Japan.“ 

Sherman, now living in Los 
Angeles,' was called before the 
House committee some weeks ago 
but refused to answer. Quesrions. 




z' 


Then Chambers detailed how* J. 
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■ 4G®S S^^DOY, •'iSG::L:ATT 4CHS •S^1X)HD0N ilDVlSiS SU3JSG7■ 

POLAND. L-iTS OF ^ETOHr} TO WUfBD iSTA^lsS PKBaiXU UI3KIIC'.,«. /.rPiiOPRIAfli, . 

STOPS 0:iING mU2D. CpailBMTIAL SOlEiCBS COilFIDBHTLiLLY ADVIS:^: .-. 

THxIT : QUOTE ,0,INCB. ARaiVAD PGLAID . SUBJECT C.-J'B TO KOTICB DiiCiM}KR rd'iafaV . :,' . 

AND POUJSHi NLSTPm'.JOTX MllG,’ ;iai3II.:SH2 ATTES^DED .. PitlSH-CHIKA 
FOa FiUSJDSKJP AIB: Ti,aa)3 HJIXf, PDSR llUSPICl'^ OF BBIXISH-CHIHA COiiF'EtENCS 
COIlIITliS, W cnaiA?l3/^iCH't:XTH,'Cfiil!iUlBT at subject 

paAISED;CPaiCKE3'0F PRLICffAD'SPmiE'Xs'AIID DIBCHIB® DIFFiCULT^^ 

P30Pil3S UBBR^'\T1Q}: Aa^iY'iUlD'/SJa'® .AUDIEMCK.TO' ST/illi) M SILaKp FO:>El .'Jv' EXKUTES 
3Ji.m©iOr OF ilEaOF;S,m THBY iLVE KO iEriOUATOaC'fiJ^OfTEECIOi^ ON '. 

olBJBGT SIHGB APIV;iLPOL*JI), EOVB-^lLJa UNQUOTE. ?^ J TT\ 
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\ BSi; Tolapa 
H /Bfip. Ladd I 
^ \ Mr, Qogg , 
Mr. Glavls . 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr, Rooen * 
IVccy^ 
^ Mr. Harbo , 
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DECODE OF A DOUBLE CODE CABLE NUMBER 461 FROM SIS NUMBER _M ajD 4 
APRIL 19 , 1950 AT LONDON, ENGLAND. RECEIVED VIA THE STATE 



URGENT 

AGNES^MEDLEY, INTERNAL SECURITY - R. REBUCABLE APRIL 17 Li 
SUBJECT STILL IN ENGLAND. DATE OF RETURN TO tlMITFn STATFR f 


Ms, Nooso 
Gcrady 


RECEIVED I 4-19“50 10:15 A.M. f \LL 






mm ^ 


DATE: D3“25“2QQ5 

CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3 (6) . 03-25-2030 
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.. - „TmM CPNTMJIF'' ® 

JLL ^S’ VTwJm E)iGlPX 

WERE 

"igljUl 17 N 

COPIES DESTROYED RUSOS Eli lU Wi 
Rfi£ APR 21 1961 Bftiriif REHlilL—! 


V ia 
-A /, IM 



If the intelligence contained iX thi^ ahove message is to he disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it he suitably paraphras^ci in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. >>/, . --.\A. u.. 
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AGNES SMEDLCT. IS R. |_^_| OF pOWN RELIABILITY, 

^VISED IN MARCH, FIFTY, SUBJECT REQUESTEp f L EXECUTIVE 

SECRETARY OF JOHN RANDOLPH^AYNES AND DOR/WHAYNES FOUNDATION, TWO 
THREE TWO FOUR S, FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES, IN FORTYONE, FOR FINAN¬ 
CIAL 'ASB'ISTANCE WHILE SHE PREPARED HER BOOK. SUBJECT HAD JUST RETURN- 


O) FROM CHINA WHERE SHE WAS CORRESPONDENT FOR MANCHESTER GUARDIAN.. 

[ relayed SUBJECT-S request TO OF THE(gtJS^iP^E 

OF PACIFIC RELATIONS, SAN FRANCISCO, AND ASKED IF IPR COULD AID SUB- 
JECT. I I NOTED THAT SUBJECT-S BOOK WOULD BE BASED ON SUBJECT-S 

OBSERVATIONS IN CHINA, QUOTE, ESPECIALLY ALONG THE YANGTZE WHERE 



SHE SPENT A LONG TIME WITH THE NATIONALIST ARMY AS WELL AS THE RED 
ARMIES’, UNQUOTE. _ IN TURN, REFERRED THE REQUEST TO^ IPR HEAD^l^ 


QUARTERS,> NYC# FINAL ACTION ON REQUEST NOT KNOWN BY INFORMANT-. LA 
REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY AND/HAYNES FOUNDATION AND 

cimMY*r TMr*A nr^nr^n'T' T:*AnM T5ifrit7T\ AnnTt t'T.Tr'M'rt/ Tr*T/^t?*r Kitrv#^ 
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F.B.I. TELETYPE 


DECLAS 
ON 11. 


SIFIED BY 602 9 0 < AUC/BCE/MLT/vta 
0 9 2004 
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[decoded CO 



WASHINGTON 74 , SAN FRANCISCO 2 , AND LOS ANGELES 
[4“2i-'50 n-42 PM 

1 1 RECTOR AND SAC’S, 





j X 


URGENT 


ALSO 


HONOLULU 



AGNES SMEDLEY; INTERNAL SECURITY - R. 

ARR LVjE^JLM>^U lilT£A^ATE^a FLITyafi-,£R 0 M.X^jGLAND , ANOULJUIE-- 

^StJB^ENAE 15 Jp^.TE 5 ,TlFX^^^^^^B^^^^ HCUA, SHE IS JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR, 
tmrfPOKEN CHAMPION OF COMMUNIST FACTION IN CHINA. SPENT YEARS 
1920 TO 1929 IN GERMANY, WAS ACTIVE THERE IN GROUP Oft INDIAN^^' 
REVOLUTIONIST. [RELIABLE INFORMATION IS THAT SHE WAS IMPORTANT 
AND ACTIVt MEMBER OF SOVIET ESPIONAGE RING IN SHANGHAI, CHINA FROM 
1928 TO 1952, WHILE EMPLOYED AS CORRESPONDENT FOR THE QUOTE FRANK- /, 
FURTER ZEITUNG UNQUOTE OF BERLIN. HEAD OF THIS RING WAS RICHARD ^ 
SORGE, SOVIET SPY WHO WAS CONVICTED AND EXECUTED IN 1942. SMEDLEY 
HAS SPENT MOST OF HER TI ME IN FAR EAST. IN UNITED STATES WAS JX> 
CONTACT QF l l ANin OTHER PERSONS IMPLICATED IN QUOTE ’ 

AMERASIA UNQUOTE CASEj ALL OFFICES REQUESTED TO CONTACT AL^^tf^ 
INFORMANTS WHO MIGHT BE IN POSITION TO 
SMEDLEY-S ACTIVITIES. IN ADDITION SAN 
PAUL CROUCH. SUREP 25TH. 

SCHEIDT 


FURN ISH INFORMATI OH 'RJE^^ 
FRANCISCO TO INTERVIEW 


iL 


PORTLAND, SEATTLE AND SAN DIEGO ADVISED. 


c 


TRANSMITTED TO LOS ANGELES. SAN FRANCISCO AND 


<S/J. 

HONOLULU. 


’.L& 

=3 



<L 

bl 


RECEIVED 
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mss. BY 

RtSSS'i-fClM '5 

!«£ UI Ui 


12-14 AM J 

III 


(U) 



SWA 







If the intelligence cont*Cined in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably AIMED 

order to protect the Bureau'e coding ?|4rw'<S imK^'PED EXCEU 

_" \ WWW SHOVF 
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F.B.I. TELETYPE 
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Lr:-' 

r • r 

- \ ' \i - 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC/BCE/MLT/vt 
ON 11-09-2004 


FBI SAN FRANCISCO 


DECODED COPY 1|®^' 

4 - 22-50 7-10 PM KGFiMyiU 


'K 


; O ; 






DIREP^R AND SAC, NEW YORK URGENT 

'^NES SMEDLEY, INTERNAL. SECUR ITY - R. PAUL CROUCH UNAV/LU-^IlE - ^ / 

OVER WEEKEND. WILL BE INTERVIEWED MONDAY NEXT. 

OK FBI NYC owe RECORDED - 53 i U_’~ 


OK FBI NYC DWC 


53 , [ 4 / 


> 0 - 52 , 


e**’': ^WA(; 


REOFI YED ("I jt 

(U.) : . J 

W the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased ift 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systeras,^^^^^ ^ 








•i 


\K V, ly;.r;...I.:;r.:l Ur JlJ^'.'lCn 


APR 2 11S50 



TEI^TYPS 


firuaviiri 


iiismw 

tiirc '* JIM 


WA^INGTON 27 FROM NEW YORK 21 <S-54 P 


DIRECTOR URGENT 










AGNES SMEDLEY, IS-R. BUREAU AUTHORIZATION REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW 


GEORGE E, SOKOLSKY, COLUMNIST, NY-JOURNAL AMERICAN, 


KNOWLEDGE 


HE MAY HAVE OF SMEDLEY. 


SCHEIDT 


4/' c? Of -Aj 


HOLD 

COPIES DESTROYED 

B hb APR 21 1961 






24 t950 











PAGE THREE 


PORT APPLICATION AT BERLIN, GERMANY IN TWENTYEIGHT FOR TRAVEL TO THE 
ORIENT, BUDENZ STATES THAT MENTIONED ABOVE IS STILL AN AC¬ 

TIVE COMMUNIST EMPLOYED AT LABOR RESEARCH, INC,, NYC. UNLESS 

I - 1 ■'b7( 

INSTRUCTED BY BUREAU, NY WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW|_ 

SCHEIDT 


HOLD 














...J. 




6 




PAGE TWO 

SAID "I AM DOING SECRET WORK FOR INDIA AND THE SOVIET UNION, AND I LIKE 
TO KNOW WITH WHOM I AM DEALING," BUDENZ STATED THAT ALL OF THESE CON¬ 
VERSATIONS TOOK PLACE WITHIN A FEW MONTHS DURING THE EARLY TWENTIES, 
BUDENZ WAS UNABLE TO ADD ANY ADDL INFO CONCERNING RECENT ESPIONAGE 
ACTIVITIES OF AGNES SMEDLEY, IN CONNE^CTION WITH ABOVE STATEMENTS -OF 
SMEDLEY AS QUOTED BY BUDENZ, IT SHOULD BE^NOTED THAT AS PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED SMEDLEY WAS ARRESTED MAR. EIGHTEENTH, -NINETEEN EIGHTEEN AT NYC, 
TOGETHER WITH ONE SAILENDRA NAp^^GHOSE ON A CHARGE OF VIOLATING SECTION 
THREE, TITLE EIGHT OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT AND SECTION THREE THREE TWO OF 
US CRIMINAL CODE FOR ACTING AS,AGENT OF A FOREIGN COUNTRY. THIS WAS 
DUE TO HER ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE "FRIENDS OF FREEDOM FOR 
INDIA," INDICTMENT CHARGING SAME VIOLATION WAS RETURNED APR. FIRST, 
NINETEEN EIGHTEEN BUT DISMISSED ON DEC. SIXTEENTH, NINETEEN EIGHTEEN. 

IT SHOUDD ALSO BE NOTED THAT PASSPORT RECORDS REFLECT SMEDLEY-S 
STATEMENT THAT SHE LEFT THE US IN JAN. NINETEEN TWENTYONE AS STEWARDESS 
ON A SHIP AND RESIDED CONTINUOUSLY ABROAD UNTIL TIME OF MAKING PASS- 




END PAGE TWO 
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VU 8 F* 0 H 

Kli oS SICU^fltD 

m-J^ 

WA^NGTON 51 FROM NEW YORK 
URGENT 




y^'Sl 


Lv All j rjCjJ ;^j 

r* *• r«cir.«»#.>*»ts, 

■’»*“’• V; >1' ‘ li. 


(/ 


r 





21 


^SG 

^■ii;L£ji’ypE 

8-21 P 


Cs. 

£ 22 , -- 

Clr. CEsgg- 

Zjji, Glo^in- 

IJr. Nichols 


'.I 



lb7C 


AGNES SMEDLEY, IS-R. LOUIS Fr-BUUENZ INTERVIEWED BY SA WILLIAM J. MC 
CARTHY, JR. ON APR, TWENTYONE, FIFTY CONCERNING HIS STATEMENT-TO THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON ON APR. TWENTY, FIFTY THAT AGNES SMEDLEY 
WAS KNOWN TO HIM BY HER OWN ADMISSION Aq A qnvTFT <;PV . BUDENZ STATED 
THAT HIS STATEMENT WAS BASED ON CONVERSATIONS HE HAD WITH MISS SMEDLEY 
DURING THE EARLY TWENTIES . HIS FIRST CONVERSATION WITH HER WAS AT AN 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTY UNION MEETING IN NY. AFTER MEETING BUDENZ, 

AGNES SMEDLEY STATED "YOU LOOKv LIKE A GOVT MAN TO ME." BUDENZ STATED 

\ 

THAT R0GER'%ALDWIN OF THE ACLU ADVISED MISS SMEDLEY THAT BUDENZ WAS NOT 
A GOVT MAN BUT HAD WORKED WITH THE GROUP AT THE ACLU ON STRIKES IN ST. 
LOVljS AND OTHER PLACES. AFTER THIS MEETING WITH SMEDLEY, BUDENZ ASKED 
WHO HE DESCRIBED AS A CP MEMBER, ACTIVE IN THE LABOR ’ 

STATED THAT SHE WAS ENGAGED IN. 
"SPYING" FOR THE SOVIET UNION. BUDENZ ADDED THAT SHORTLY AFTER.1ill^ 




FIELD, ABOUT AGNES SMEDLEY, AND 


^ 2 MEETING~WITH 

o 

HE HOPED SHE HAD GIVEN UP THE IDEA OF rHTS;vBETNG'W'GOVT HAN. 

^ oz . -t ^ r- = 1 

O ^ 

OQ 

END PAGE ONE 

8 “ .^' 1 ^ '^uAJhAc^ 


HE MET AGNES S|fEBLEYr&lN'AND TOLD HEf* pAT 

SHE 
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CORFtiENTIAL 




i/y 


F.B.I. TELETYPE., 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC/BCE/MLT/vta 
ON 11-09-2004 ^ 


tUSlIY 

Vyv- 


rPE 


ToIson_ 

Udd_ 

Clegg_ 

^ Qlavln_ 

Nlchols_ 

^.^Rosa n 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Belmont 


U E c 0 D10 COP yJX^ftiT 

WASHAND NEW YORK 5 FROM SAN FRAN ^-24-50 
DI^CTOR AND SACS, NEW YORK AND MIAMI 




_ -- / 


4 IS “ R. RE NY TEL APRIL TWENTYONE LAST. RA^^rf* 

T absent from SF OVER WEEKEND, RETURNED ONLY FOR^^E^V HOURS ) 

*IR. due to arrive Ml aJTOeSI '^ 

MIAMI REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW CROUCH RE AGNES SMEDLEY PER I N^^RUCT/f ONS 
IN RETEL, WHICH IS BEING FURNISHED MIAMI SEPARATELY. RUC. 

MIAMI AnVlQFH __'A / // / 


_ rPIved-H-RS-SO 

^{ri intelligence contained In the ab.^ nesVage is to ift^se^natea 

suggested that it be suitably paraphrased ift 
“jorder i-o protect the Bureau’s coding system^ ' 








: V 


3EBAL BI3BEAU OF INVEST 



m 


FD-86 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


OCMra 

100-17302 


Transmit the following Teletype message :|6; 


.*>!!) HEW loSK FUCK WISH FIEIO . 1,^5^ 3,00 

»-/^IHa)TOR AND NBf YORK 




PM mmm 


Ok^s Wu.*, JJS - E* RiSYTEh APRIL IWBNfYONS, LAST, REQ[IEariil& 

mss nas officE rbfi*!iI ~lts sdbjeot of raroiro — - 


HfFESTIOATIOr, (BUFILI 
RBPOI^-ll^DICATESl 




__^PRESgNTKT IS CHINA. IN Vlg.^ opgis, BUmu 

AUTH^^TY NOT REQURSIBD TO INTSRVII®,,'’ 


hotpel 


in« 

Hi^Wp®RECoRO 0 ) ■ tM 







gopibs destroyed 
; H$6 APR 21 1961 






Special Afent in Charge 


_M Per 







. Mr. Tolson 
1 Mi. tadd 


f;' ' :"'r;!cr' 

u. s. DLFAf;r!iiBa of iifrncr 

'! h if j- '! J:' 'J»: -v* t I’s * 11'ii < 





TELETYPE 






5NF WASHINGTON AND WASHINGTON FIELD 39 FROM NEW YORK 2i 7-08 P 


DIRECTOR AND SAC 


URGENT 




AGNES SME DLEY WAS., ISrR. THE FILES OF THIS OFFICE REFLECT THAT 



ALIAS 


WAS INTERVIEWED BY AGENTS OF WFO ON 


JUNE TWENTYTHIRD, FORTYFIVE WITH REFERENCE TO "AMERASIA" CASE. THE 
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO AUTHORIZE WFO TO INTERVIEW | | FOR ANY INFO 

HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING AGNES SMEDLEY. REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE^^O^T 
OF SA J. T. 0-BRIEN, DATED JAN. ELEVEN, FIFTY, AT NYC, IN ”THE RICHA RD 


//SORGE CASE, IS-R" AND CONSIDER POSSIBILITY THAT 


MAY BE UNIDEN¬ 


TIFIED JOURNALIST! _ 

VITIES OF SORGE RING, 


jOR HAVE SOME KNO;Wp:DGE OF PRINCIPALS OR ACTI-, 


SCHEIDT 


HOLD 

COPIES DESTROYED 
B ©6 APR 21 1961 


mm 








™ -“ilS 


iitnutii' 















COPIES DESTEOYED 



iFirrm ruiitai cf 

U. S. DEPAiriMEfUT Of JUfitlC?. 


S£gi;0v3 


Mr* Tolson-|\ 

Mr. Ladd"^_'! 


?4r. C]eq<t . 
Mr* Clavm 


TELETYPE '' j 

WAgllINGTON AND WASHINGTON FIELD 75 LOS ANGELES « FROM 

'’W.l sohimsd 


|j Mr* _ 

Mr* r*w—'a ..— 1 

I '■ 

!: Mr, tracy-, 


Mi* Hctrbo-— 

Mr* BolznonS 

Mohr 2 ^^- 
Tolo. Hoom_ 


DIRECTOR AND SACS 


U R G 


Miss Gandy_ 


mi 


^is> -A* 




RE AGNES SMEDLEY,, INTERNAL SECURITY DASH Ri, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
REQUESTED TO CHECK RECORDS OF HCUA FOR ALL INFO RE SMEDLEY INCLUDING 


NAMES OF WITNESSES. LOS ANGELES OFFICE REQ 




:D TO CHECK RECORDS OF 


TENNEY COMMITTEE WHICH INVESTIGATED UN-AMERICAN ACT^IV I TIES IN STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA. D ETROIT OFFICE REQUESTED TO CONTACT INFORMANTs I | aND 

I_ FOR ANY INFO RE SMEDLEY. FOR INFO OF DETROIT OFFICE, 

SMEDLEY IS JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR SPECIALIZING TN .FAR EAST. IN NINETEEN 
NINETEEN SHE WAS ACTIVE IN-^ffwiAN NATIONALIST MOVEMENT AT NEW YORK CITY, 
FROM NINETEEN TWENTYONE TO NINETEEN TWENTYNINE SHE RESIDED IN GERMANY, 

WAS RELIABLY REPORTED TO BE AN ACTIVE SOVIET ESPIONAGE AGENT M SHANGHAI, 
CHINA FROM NINETEEN TWENTYNINE TO NINETEEN THIRTYTWO, POSS^^^prLATER, ' 
RETURNED TO US FROM CHINA IN APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FQRTMlEFT 
US FOR ENGLAND NOVEMBER NINETEEN FORTYNINE. WHILE IN US 1}aS ACTIVE IN 
)'.et)MMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC FAR EASTERN POLICY AND OTHER COMMUNIST ORGAN¬ 


IZATIONS DEVOTED TO CH INESd ?i ngM|miISJ PROPAGANDA. WAS ALSO AN ACQUAIN- 

I iQi ^ — fOQ 

TANCE OF AND«lQfi|(|^_P£RSONS ^NNECffi'mTH ^ERASIA CASE", 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD FURNISH A TELETYPE SUMMARY 'TO) THE BUREAU AND TO NEW 


YORK OF ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED AND SHOULD P'R^PARE A REPORT AT ONCE FOR 
DISSEMINATION SETTING FORTH THIS INFORMATION FULLY. ANY LOGICAL LEADS 


k 


END PAGE ONE 














ARISING FROM SUCH INFORMATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH BY TELETYPE TO THE 


BUREAU AND THE OFFICE COVERING WITH SIMILAR INSTRUCTIONS, 

SCHEIDT 

DETROIT ADVISED 
END 

u 

hold" 






•■■1 ^ 


4/24/50 
SilO, SEC‘.Torn 


xtmmf 


.■IL‘ ■: / 


A0?T^3''S!I»ISI^, r^MJEWl APBIL TmT? ©IS, SISECTI FIHT. IR 

WHICH TOir AmSHD lEAT 330)127 IS SSKSTiD OTS .TO AK^IFS IS TP* TJS 
IS THE SEAR fCJOBB FROM mi,AIJD rm CjH BB SOBPOESABD TO TESTIFy 
BBFOTIB TSg HGHA, tOH ARB ISfSTRtTCTBD BO DO THE FOW.O^ISO IMI40)IAmYt 
OSS, COSSIDSR RflT!jrttU7fj OF THIS CASS- AS tFBCEST PM Of CRSAT 
pihoom‘‘SCB TO T!!B BtlRFilH*' Tm^ ASSO®!'YOHBSBItF 'B7AT m AOTTST IS : 
miY AC^'rAK’^ V?IAH 3fJBJECf»S'BA0mn0UND, PAST pm PRESBST 

Pf'mvnn AMD .AIl.SGr:TIOSS MBSOTED AT Hffi SY FIBSOHS ^0 PATB FD!glIS! 


•STTCH I?7fO T-O THE BtRBAH OR TO OmS5 ■0(J7WSSm AOrKOIFS OR 



C0SrBT3FI0S^I. nc^ItlTPEBS.' TOBEB, ASSURg YOWISBIF T?/*.*’’ arp^opi^IA^ 


^TOPS FAYS BSES t>L.aO!!B HO.TEAT IWE'SimSAtJ OR TOOR CFFICE '^riLB -BB ■ p 

A^gpO OP FEB APPTYi'ii, rr XB* PO!JR,' rCIEDIATBLY PP.OCBSR ’ I 

A RPI!ET OP f-TX ISPO IS TODS PltE3 CC7ClrBSI!IO SIBJIBT FOB THE wtJRPOSP.,#^ 

P *- 

P g OP BIPTST^ISISO ^‘mT tCOICAL BEADS FATE SOT BPS'! SET CST OR COPI^Bp.(|,_ 1^ 

P <>» PIPS, 37 msTTPS-mmsi-sH to oppiops m, fays tiot Bmx 

CQ ^ ^ ' r* 

§ & . ' ' ; ■ ' 

■ COYFR® R-''Tm3TSS0 A .mPTISP wBptY.v'lfe:ffl!0!i,^4& ..■ ■ 

'■■•■•'.■ Wl * QM0O^v'-'''j: 

« TRLSTFSB SB®,IBS SDS'^-BS fOXXOC^ WSP0m-tPIP-1^IPPm7i pm TO 

O •.■.■'■'■ • 'v- iijv.--"' ' 

■'■;> i r 

Toi-®_e?s?ABs ‘mr. w^mp> mn tfs srrbaf sfool!) bs 


•ppfc-. #awr* 



01 .V. . fia mryAWp of Att this case .so ihat a omiOATios 


mSTTBS LEADS 37 IHF.BDRBAS BILL ist SimSmTSD. SIP, /JWXSS OFFICES - 
5H PT?T^B!JT tPAnS 03TSTAJIPIS5 SO COY:!® ALL LEAPS BB^PBIATHLY ART 


“““-?WBSB IRSTEWvifioJT PI^. 

-^oTl& k^Mif 4'/"0;ye;d 






HOOPBR 


/^ '■ 77^" > 















^1/24/60 


Wmi ' M LWtl ' 


W'TlfT 


T-Q F. '^O^OLSIT, 


^OIXT'BX^-'P, ^-^OTfcJ^/’X .5’????IGAU, •'RB iSfirB*' fiB' 


■cTwntt^. bbrb^b.''BB^ oHirr mtrnm,:- 




COHES DESTROYED 
nm 4PR 21 1961 




o Li,*^ii ^ 


'Mf 


mmm 


^ <5^ .. 


M;:^M 


L rP' 








, ’ V * ' s. 'i ’ 

, , xNV 

A,>- 













mM^ 


/O' - 


r: 


% y > ■ ^ 







m^3 ''HrmSfiBOSFfS 


tpf' rmvwtTtm* 


fmwk' 









4/24/SO 

.S'^0, wim 


vmrnr 




Afms m:mzw, is-H. Amm riimom,'mmrmmwtt pt; ■■kich '.. 

rm mrform w'm>:7xw^ iooib f« too rm rts'p^c?^ to 

mmrmrmrmjT'mr^ -r'^ m^rmsT 'm\T spmsxwtG mns* oimrnfBTmom 


ms oowi^sAnom mmT vtmw. that ■ , 

co?TOPArro!is' toce ' rm am p'ti? ihpo m m 

OBVar^*, ■ SlOOt*!^ BS, ■'‘TTKPTio^ COIOPSBmC* .AB'OClATtB 

A’m 1WSIB ACTItlTISS’ IS POH!JBCTIO^ ’*f ® BBMOr* m PHOOtO Bl 

mT'TmTm ••d mPinm nmB -of itmmmiis' rm asf, w 'a position? to 

BI^ABORAITJ OS AOTItITIES' 0F'S1^IF5%- • BBfBFAO'MSIFFiS T*^'T IB'OH ■ 


oc’T’i.FHoii 0^ mrniVTM, wn srssxmG/iz^ obtaot mmm a statzii^t 


SS| 

I j-J'-V- 

Sn ... 

' ggp^- 

r 

• fe- ^ S 

B?P-' Bsnm. ™iS£ 


THAT ^ SAO ^AnSHEB-OBF Wt U AT,l, 'lSF0, W lIS'l>035E3TI<Sr C0S0TaSI?1O 

fm7mf: mo:mi/m^omm^, iWt'm ■A:nmt!tT ow mm r- ^mnw' ^:vm 


b 7 c . PMmF^t mm3 aps w m sm' oo?, thi?? .•'Wtt ssootr- M EAmim mm mm 


S® ^EOITICSOS .BIP^T^F’mSTTSF FTATFE 




>5 C 


;|_[•TEO^AST BFOOOIBBO OP m&m A0T11J%%v "%^CTOf;j^ITXB,^ ' 


, -- u-" - \^ 

txt ABOUT W-T^i mP Trfai> pTa^'^ mm f^'F'’a?^'C^'W.«OSP IS 

Is ■ ' >OT-‘OaMBSS W 

.jg.eeFOB THF TOO. AEfIBFO mAAAW 

m - 1 ' ' ■■'■■. ' ,, "V‘>''. 4 t■ I- 1 

I»ia»n- OTtOFB FOB m?, Bt??FAU At) PjifejH-^' po i-tQT hfrOOIO OS 

Jidd _ X A * • 


nmmmmt so&st a mEitPE op ris ^bisbst Ar.^mj.T%m ':m ws ." ; •• xf i 

■ ii'* 


Tracy___jf;ijpj©A^niTIS,' TS TCO'BTATBft, ■7!f ''5’ SjETI.T?' E'S '‘tw;?oTETJ’ 


.. aooi._j;|/\]30H yf,rT'^PFH!7T??HTS® TOGEIfTTS CSF SAlft^Ftt S'iTH 

—S:fi^ 3*''t®gS''•;, -3.. ,■ / ,\\h. 

>T—k^Jit.SA5 /(. ^ j^^ ; , - : .V ^ V.r- 


/ 

■ V, 


\:v' 
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u. u. iiiUAumm Of M,m- 


III iFOltO CSMrjfflO 

mm & mmm 

WASHifJ^ON 38 FROM NEW YORK 25 


teletype 


5-54 P 


riRECTOR 


URGENT 


'^S 

'K 

iV 


ft 


Mr. ?ol£soa . 


Mr. Ladd 

m, Clogg- 

Mr. Glavin--- 


Mi. Wicbolo 


Mr. Tracy- 

Mr. Harbo- 


\ Mr. S 
^ Tolo. 


pSX. Soiaonfi4===«asse^*=^ 
Mr. Mobs-- I 


B3s. Hcaoo — 
Mioo Gcmdy 


AGNESISMEDLEY, WAS,, IS-R, REBUTEL APR. TWEMTYFOUR LAST CONCERNING 
HANDLING OF LEADS THIS CASE, FOR INFO OF BUREAU IN CONNECTION WITH A 


CHECK OF TOLL CALLS MADE FROM THE 


[N PALISADES, NY, 


DURING TIME SMEDLEY RESIDED THERE, THE FOLLOWING OFFICES WEME^g^QUESTED 
TO IDENTIFY THE SUBSCRIBER AND FURNISH BACKORQUND. INFO CONCERNING TELE¬ 


PHONE NUMBERS IN THEIR RESPECTIV 


'IOfisrY^P§j^. ALBANY, RICHMOND, 


WASHINGTON FIELD AND NEW HAVEN. 


HOLD 


■ti« 


SCHEIDT 




















L- ^ 0, „.-v— 

'.'. r.. CErAHTME:;-: o- .'l'tiic- 


WtS'f; 


k,**:-:-i 

‘ ,’i 25 t. Clegg ! 

'f^. Glcviil --- 




COOF THREE sins 


irujar 



?itx. HichoU —■-- || 

Hr. Hopea^~—— 

Tiacy — -- >1 


It Mr. Kaibo. — 

r Osilijit. 3sf“o''*' 



tJASJfli’GTCO 61 SAO FRANCISCO A AND BALTIMORE 7‘FROM CT YORK 25 jfeSaR. .— 


Sffino Gtm^y —— 


^DIRECTOR AMD SACS 


UROEMT 


CUEM LATTIMORE, ESP - R. FOLLIJOIMG TEL RECEIVED. FRCM BUREAU APR.. TUEMTY \ 
FOUR LAST—'’SEMATOR MC'.CARTl-iY If] ADDRESS. BEFORE SENATE MAR. THIRTY LAST 
CALLED ATTEMTIOM TO A TRIP MADE BY PHILIP J. JAFFEj, THOMAS A. BISSOM^ j 


AMD LATTIMORE^TO YEMAM IN MIMETEEN THIRTY SEVEN. THE SENATOR REMARKED 
^HAT DETAILS OF-TRIP UILL BE FOUND If'] JAFFE-S ARTICLE. QUOTE Cl!Ii:A-S . 

^ " ■ ' ■ .. ■ M' ■ \ X' 

^COliMUMlSTS TOLD ME UNQUOTE .WHICH APPEARED IN OCT. TWELVE, NINETEEN THIR-(\\ 
-^TY SEVEN ISSUE OF QUOTE. NEW MASSES UNQUOTE. LATTlMORE If’ TESTIMOt-JY OF 

■'A : . . ■ . . ■ ■■ . . 

V APR. SIX LAST STATED THAT SOMETIME IN THIRTY SEVEt! UHEM IfE WAS RESIDING \ 
.‘^IN PEKING JAFFE AND BISSON CALLED ON HIM AND WANTED HIM TO ACCOMPANY * 

^TKEM ON A .TRIP TO YENAM BECAUSE OF HIS KfJOWLEDGE OF THE LANGUAGE AfID ? 

^AREAo HESTAtED HE MADE THE TRIP BECAUSE INFO. OBTAINED FROM .THAT TERRI-§ 
TORY WAS THE-N THE BIGGEST NEWS STORY IN CHINA AND ALSO BECAUSE HE HAD ^ 

1 tJEVER HAD AI3y CCMTAGT WITH COMMUNISTS If] CHINA AND FELT THE TRIP WOULD ^ 

i ROUND OUT HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE COUNTRY, HE SAID THAT UPON REACHING 0^ 


YENAN HE FOUND THE COHMUFilSTS HAD SET UP A PUBLIC RELATIONS SYSTEM 

AND AS A RESULT HE WAS UflABLE TO SECURE ANY DIRECT OR FRESH NEWS. J 


INFO RE BISSON IS iN.-f^Y FILES AND IT IS DESIRED’WE^IENCED AGENTS n'- 

. .. I U-6.S^8a- S. 

I?A RECOBOED 

END P.AG^#E//'G’| -pp;- ' • 132 APR .27 1950 ' . T/'": n/ 

- ■r'-'-- ^ 0 . ., 














FAGS'TOO ,y' b 7 C 

TSIiVIEtJ BISSON BE HIS KN0¥LEDG|: OF lAtTIMOREi , Af-IERASIA CASE® COMMUNIST 
AND ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES, HANDLE At CNSJjEi HOOVER'^. . , 

FOE INFO OF SFV l | IFR 5 NYC> ADVISED TODAY; THAT B1SS0^3 CAN 

BE REACHED AT OWIVO.SITY:0 CALIFORNIA^. BERKELEY, THE ABOVE MENTIONED 
JAFFE ARTICLE 'iN t’NEU' MASSES'^ REPORTS ,ON...INTERVIEtj^^^ lilTH NAO TSE-TUNG, 

THEN POLltiCAL. LEADER. OF THE CH'IN^^^^ C?,f, 'At3D CHU TE-llg THEN; GENERAL OF 

COMMUNIST FORCES IN YENAN, AND 'CHOU EN*LAI, ' JAFFE’ P.EPORTED. ”0UR ..VISITS 
TO YENAN mSV'eLimEED BY A HUGE. ;MASS;-®^^ CHU TEH^ 

BISSON^ lattimore- and myself and attended by fifteen hundred cadet 

STUDENTS OF 'THE' PEOPLE-S ANTI-JAPAfJESE MILITA.RY POLITICAL UNlVEnSlTY 
AND ADOUT FIVE’ liUNDRED FROM OTHER SCHOOLS'’, JAFFE ALSO'NOTED THAT ON 
THEIR ARRIVAL AT YEHAN. THEY MERE■ GREETED; BY AGNES .SMEpLEy^ PEGGY AND 
EDGAR SNON. ; ACCORDING TO fJY •FILES'.;:BISSON NAS BORN NOV, EIGHT^ NlIT:TEEr! 
HUNDRED^ ]IYCi>. PHI SETA KAPPAa MASTER*S DEGREE NINETEEN TNENTY FOUR FROM 
TEACHERS COLLEGES. COLUMBIA U, FRO.M NINETEEN TOENTY FOUR TO TOENTY 
EIGHTa EMPLOYED BY PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS,:' FROM NINETOEN 

END PAGE .TNO . ■ ' . ■ ■ , 













p^Gt rmm '■■Av -.'V ^ '■ 

m^TVEIGHT FOR tHE FOEEIGH POtiCY ASSOCIATION^ FROM 

FORTY, two to forty FOURa TilTK board. OF ECOtiOMIC ■.tJARFAR^ FROM .. . 

OniY FOUR to FORTY SIX WITH IPR* ' OW HATCH ACT INTERVIEW BY BUREAU AGENlS 
IN FORTY TWO 5 BISSON DENIED MEMBERSHIP IN CP,- A.^IERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS, 

OR, YCL. HE ADMITTED LONG ASSOCIATION .WITH ifHE AMESiCAJ? ,FRIENDS OF CHI- 
!.?ESE PEOPLES, HE ,.WAS NATIONAL , CHAIKMAN OF .THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
AMERICAN POLICY IN CHINA, AND FAR EAST, IN ?>?INETEEN .FORTY. EIGHT, WHICH 
WAS SPONSORED By THE COMMITTEE FOR A DEMOCRATIC FAR EASTERN POLICY, 

Ant LATTER BEING ON THE, AG-^S LIST. .SF- WILL INTERVIEW SISSON PER BUREAU 
fINS.TRUCTlONS,, ALSO UACB, WILL SECURE. FROM'SiSSON AMY PERTINENT INFO RE 
AGNES. SMEDLEY . IF SUCH INFO lS OatAlNED, :SUTEL SAME TO BUREAU ANlJ,NYC, 
irHEDXATELY PREPARE REPORT. FOP/ DISSE FURTHER, ANY LEADS 

ARISING RE. SMEDLEY SHOULD■ BE SET . OUT BY TEL WITH THE FOREGOING . INS.TRUC- 
TIONS..UNDEn'SMEDLEY.C:ASE'CAPTlO?n. v. 

: ^ ■ ' gg' /'.'"G;.;'\g/;' , "scheidt'’g ' . 
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X. Harbo_ 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 19 


1-37AM 


DIREerbR 


URGENT 


Tele. Room_| 

Mr. Neaoo_ ^ 

Misrf Goady ... f ’ 


AGNES^MEDLEY, IS R. LO UIS F. BUDE NZ INTERVIEWED TODAY FOR ANY FURTHER 
INFO ON AGNES SMEDLEY. HE STATED THAT HE RECALLED AN INCIDENT WHICH 
TOOK PLACE SOMETIME BETWEEN NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE AND NINETEEN FORTY 
AND HE BELIEVES THAT HE WAS THE LABOR EDITOR OF THE "DAILY WORKER" AT 
THE TIME. HE WAS HANDLING THE SUNDAY ASSIGNMENT AT THE "DAILY WORKER" 
AND SOME PIECE OF BUSINESS IN CONNECTION WITH AGNES SMEDLEY CAME UP. 

HE CANNOT RECALL EXACTLY WHAT THE BUSINESS WAS BUT BELIEVES THAT EITHER 
AGNES SMEDLEY WAS RETURNING TO THE US OR ONE OF HER BOOKS WAS BEING 


PUBLISHED. BECAUSE OF THi: 


|WHO WAS THE FOREIGN EDITOR, 


ASKED BUDENZ IF HE KNEW AGNES SMEDLEY. BUDENZ STATED THAT HE HAD 


MET HER MANY YEi^RS?^EFORE. 



HEN STATED THAT AGNES SMEDLEY 


WAS A COMMUfglSTj A^ WAS ALSO ONE OF OUR MOST VALUED AGENTS IN CHINA. 

HE ADDED TSSES SHE WAS IRRESPONSIBLE BUT THIS IRRESPONSIBILITY 

.... ^ 

^SOMETIMES HEIPEI^H^ BUDENZ STATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD BY THIS THAT 


« 3 se 

-AGNES SMEDLEY WAS mAGENT OF THE CP OR THE COMINTERN OR THE SOVIET 
JJNION. BUDENZ STATED THAT HE BELIEVES THAt|_| MENTIONED AGNES SMED- 

3 £ 

“^.EY TO HIM ON ANOTHER OCCASION BUT HE CANNOT RECALL ANYTHING SPECIFIC 


4 W Jk ^ 

? m 

END PAQE 
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PAGE TWO 

ABOUT THIS. BUDEMZ STATED HE NEVER HEARD AGNES SMEDLEY MENTIONED IN 
A POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING AND HE NEVER SAW HER AT A CLOSED CP MEET¬ 
ING, NOR DID HE EVER SEE HER OTHER THAN IN THE EARLY NINETEEN TWENTIES. 
BUDEN2 stated THAT IT WAS HiS BELIEF THAT AGNES SMEDLEY HAD VERY LITTLE 
CONNECTION WITH THE CP, USA. HE BASED THIS ON THE FACT THAT SHE SPENT 
MOST OF HER LIFE IN CHINA. BUDENZ^STAT ED T HAT HE VAGUELY RECAL LED 
A PRIVATE RECEPTlON^FpR AG.NES^SpDLEY .GIVEN BY„ THE CP USA, 

IN NY WHEN SHE RETURpD TO THE._US BOTEEN NINETEEN -FORTY AND-XQRTY., FIVE. 

HE ADDED THAT HE MIGHT.BE.WRCW.G ON T AND THAT THE RECEPTION MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN FOR SOME OTHER WOMAN. BUDENZ STATED THAT IT WAS HIS RECOL¬ 
LECTION THAT THE "DAILY WORKER" REVIEWED AGNES SMEDLEY-S BOOKS AND AL¬ 
WAYS REVIEWED THEM FAVORABLY. HE COULD NOT RECALL ANYTHING FURTHER 
CONCERNING AGNES SMEDLEY. 

SCHEIDT ^ .r 

e\ ^Vvv^ . 
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IRECTOR AND SAC NYC 
AGNES^MEDLEY, IS R. RE NY TEL APRIL TWENTY FIVE LA'^. 




LANDLADY BELIEVES JOSEPH ZACK/KORNFEDER IN 


NY CONTACT 


FOUR EXCHANGE PLACE, NYC, FOR WHEREABOUTS, 


AND INTERVIEW. 
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NY ADVISED 
ACK AND HOLD PLS 
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PAGE TWO 

ATTENDED INTERNATIONAL LENIN INSTITUTE SAME TIME AS| 


AS- 


VISED THAT AT PLENUM OF COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL IN NINETEEN. THIRTYTWO, 

A? 

HELD IN'bSCOW, THE THEN SECRETARY OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY 
IN MAKING A REPORT ON PROGRESS OF COMMUNIST REVLOUTION IN CHINA, 
MENTIONED SUBJECT AS A CONTRIBUTOR WHO WAS CONVEYING BROAD 
SYMPATHY FOR CHINESE COMMUNISTS,. NEW YORK CITY ORIGIN. 


OCONNOR 

CORR PAGE ON E LINE TWENT WRD TEN TO READ- BURAXXX BUREAU- 

ALSO PAGE TWO LINE THREE WRD THREE TO READ - MOSCOW- 

END ACK IN ORD PLS 
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jr Mr. Wiqhols 

iTMt. Rofiftn-— 



' . ■ / , ■ ■ TELSTYPE' 

Cpr^T UASil 5 AND SANF 2 FROil NEW YOHK' 


26 


lO-lOA 


DinECTOR AND SAC URGENT 


, Mr. Harbo 


Simons. 
Mr. Mohr _ 


Se!s, Room . 


Mr. Kooc©_ 

ESIso Qaadf ^ 


CRyENVLAfTlMOREj, ESPIONAGER. nEOTTEt"APRIL TWENTY FIVEjr^^^J^T^!) 
•;U}-£AU AND SAN FRANCISCO^ nEOUESTING INTERVIEW ,GF THOMAS ARTHUR ' 
DISSON AT SAN FRANCISCO* ,SAN FRANCISCO REFER TO REPORT OF SAN JANES 




T. 0-3RI^N DATED NAY TWENTY SEVEKL FORTY Nil'll . AT NYC IN CASE ENTITLED \ 
^■ A^.!ES SEED LEY , IS-R’V PAGE TWENTY SEVEN, WHERE I?'?FO IS SET FORTH I 


THAT SNEDIEY WROTE TO BISSON IN FEBRUARY, FORTY FIVE STATING THAT SH 


WOULD SEND TO OlSSON THE ADDRESS OF ONE 


SAN FRANCISCO DURING 


INTERVIE U ■ OF B ISS0[3 SHOULD ATTEMPT. TO ASCERTAIN IDENTITY AND WHERE- 
WITHOUT DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE OF INFO. 


ABOUTS ..On 


b7C 
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FBI DETROIT 




4-26-50 T1-4SPM EST NWW 


Ml. iodd-- 

Bfe, Clogg- I 

i 

Mz» Qlavln-| 

m. Nicholo - I 

E5l, RoS€£1-- I 

Tracy-™—| 

/ Bfli. Harbo_ 

S&» Belmonft 

,/ Mr. Mohr_u- : 


Tele. Room 


SAC, SEATTLE AND,^^ECT0R FBI URCENT 

■Ip 

AGNES^SMEDLEY, IS- R. SEATTLE REQUESTED pTERVIEW ONE | 

ADDRESS AVAILABLE THROUGH INS SEATTLE, WHO 

ATTENDED INTERNATIONAL LENIN INST., NINETEEN THIRTYONE TO 

NINETEEN THIRTYTWO, FOR INFORMATION RE SUBJECT. FOR INFORMATION OF 

SEATTLE , SMEDELY IS JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR, SPECIALIZING IN FAR EAST. 

IN NINETEEN NINETEEN SHE WAS ACTIVE IN INDIAN NATIONALIST MOVEMENT 

AT NEW YORK CITY. FROM NINETEEN TWENTYONE TO NINETEEN TWENTYNINE SHE 

RESIDED IN GERMANY, WAS RELIABLY REPORTED TO BE AN ACTIVE SOVIET 

ESPIONAGE AGENT IN SHANGHAI, CHINA, FROM NINETEEN TWENTYNINE TO 

11/ 

NINETEEN THIRTYTWO, POSSIBLY LATER. RETURNED TO f.S. FROM CHINA 

' -J 

IN APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FORTY, LEFT U.S. FOR ENGLAND NOV. , NINETE^' 
FORTYNINE. WHILi:_lN U.S.. WAS ACTIVE IN COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC FA|^ 
EASTERN POLICY-AND. OTHER COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS DEVOTED TO CHINESE 


COM MUNIS T PROPAGANDA. WAS ALSO AN ACQUAINTANCE 0F|_ 

'W 

OTHER PERSONS CONNECTED WITH- AMERASIA CASE-. NEW YORK TWL 


AND /j37c 


APRIL TWENTYFIVE NINETEEN FIFTY INSTRUCTS ALL OFFICES SHOULD FURNISH 
TELETYPE SUMMARY TO THE BUREAU AND NEW YORK WITH ALL INFO OBTAINED, 

RECORDED = 53^ U ^ .v- *•; C'a - j 

AND SHOULD PREPARE A REPORT AT ONCE FOR ^I|fe^I|^A$ION, SETTING / 

INDEXED - 53 

FORTH THIS INFO FULLY. ANY-LOCICAL^LEADS; ARMf^lT FROM SUCH . • 


INFORMATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH B 


LETYPE TO THE BUREAU AND THE 


OFFICE COVERING WITH SIMILAR INSTRUCTIONS.J 
END PAG? QN'?vrtli,il r?\oQPIES,,DESTRO^®5>. 
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Mt. Clegg ^ 
!’ Mr. GlaviE - 

.; !^:a. Kichols . 
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Mi. Hosen — 
Tracy —. 
Mr. Harbo - 
I Mr. Belmont 



Tele. Hoorn . 



WASHIJJSTON 6A BOSTON 3 FROM NEW YORK 


URGENT 


RECTOR AND SAC 


11-29 




AGNE^SMEDLEY, .WAS, IS - R. FOR INFO OF BOSTON OFFICE, SMEDLEY IS AUTHOR 
AND JOURNALIST SPECIALIZING IN FAR EAST. FROM NINETEEN TWENTYONE TO 
NINETEEN TWENTYNINE SHE RESIDED IN GERMANY. WAS REPORTEDLY ACTIVE IN 
INDIAN REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT. SHE IS RELIABLY REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN AN 
ACTIVE AND IMPORTANT MEMBER OF RUSSIAN ESPIONAGE RING OPERATING IN 
CHINA UNDER LEADERSHIP OF RICHARD/I^ORGE FROM NINETEEN TWENTYNINE TO 
NINETEEN THIRTYTWO AND POSSIBLY LATER. SHE RETURNED TO THE US ABOUT 


NINETEEN THIRTYNINE AND HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN COMMUNIST FRONT GROUPS DEVOl 

TO FAR EAST PROPAGANDA. BOSTON REQUESTED TO CONTACT INFORMANT_ 

^ ^ AND TO CHECK RECORDS OF MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE COMMITTEE ON^^|^ 

AMERICAN ACTIVITIES FOR INFO RE SMEDLEY. BOSTON WILL PREPARE A REPORT 

RECORDED-P 

FOR DISSEMINATION SETTING FORTH IN FULL ANY PERTINENT INFO OBTAINED, 

IWDEXF/i kJ- 3 ^ i 

WILL SET FORTH ANY LEADS ARISIN^TR^i THIS INFO BY TELETYPE WITH SIMILAR 


INSTRUCITONS TO OFFICES COVERING LEADS.'- 
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American Embassy 
1, Grosvenof* Square 
London, W. L 
April 20, 1^50 

- . 



DATE: D3”25”2Q05 

CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(6) 03-25-2030 




Director, FBI 
Washington, D. C. 


’ C0iJ^?6piTIAL - AIR.'COURIER POUCH^. 


RE: AGNES Si 



Misg A. G-!»' Erpo, Ed ' 


Dear Sir: 


ioXette ffiobinsdn^ Jltrs 

;§e'cuio:ty 


INT 




^ReBucable A/17/50, request!^),, advice regarding Subject’s activities 
in England since her arrival ii/Nov^ber, 194S^> and also attempt to ascer 
tain the date of her contemplated retwn to America^J The Bureau stated 
that newspapers indicate she is expect^ to return within the next few 
weeks and is scheduled to be subpoenaed by a Congressional Committee. 














DESTROYED 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 . 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 'NEW. YORIC, NEVJ YORK' 


FILE NO. 100-10390 




REPORT MADE AT 


MIAI'-II, FLORIDA'. 


DATE WHEN MADE 


4 - 27-50 


PERIOD FOR 
WHldH.MADE 


4 - 27-50 


REPORT MADE BY 


, LEON 0. PRIOR 


mjs 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


AGKSS^SHEDLEY, was. 


nWERtlAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


PAUI/CROUCH, Miami, Florida, dops not, know 
AGNES StEDLEY but was told by 


b7C 


that SMEDLEY®s writings on .Chinese matters ! 
could be quoted and used iri CROUCH*s' Communist 

.on. X^enals jjgj, gfl^UBgr 


•- -RUG -. 


[m$l]»giilSSIFIED 


DETAILS: 


PAUL fflCHAEL>CROUCH, '10421 N. ¥. 


J. ;^^y^yenue, Miami, 
Florida, foAer Corfimunist Party organizer in -various 
parts of the United States for many years up'Until 



1942 , advised that he has never met AGNES SjyiEDLEY and has no first-hand 
information concerning her or her activities, litiile CROUCH was a 
Communi.s.t Party ^organizer in the south in the . late 1930*s, he was told, by 


that he could quote from the writings of AGfJES SI'-IEDLEY on 
Chinese matters and use her material in discussions with liberals and 
. professionala_Jj 2 .Jihe south to-influence them,iii, their fight against CHiANG 

. ICAI-SilEK. I _lat that time was in charge, ofCommunist Party liaison 

with intellectuals in the.sout h and gave this information concerning StEDLEY ' 


b7C 


not only to GROUCH but also to 


was at that- time 


Communist Party organizer in Alabama and is:.presently the Daily Worker 
correspondent, in Washington^ D. C. ■ ‘ x \ 
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Referred 


p h- f Y 


UPON COMPLETION TO. THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -' 




EC 



bvc 


APPROVED AND 

FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL Agent.; 
IN Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPj 




•ACES / 


/‘H' - ^ 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

^ _ ■ . 'N 


RH!6M)ED - 15 


yl- Buraatf 

3 x Kew York'”'(lCKi43282)(A 


NDEXEb-lS 


Vr Uvuiinit! J> 
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Msij) SifU 




7—2034 












M 100-1Q39P 


Bureau file 6 I- 658 C, 

San Francisco teletypes dated April 24, 1950. 


REFERENCE 













APRIL 26, 1950 - traOENT 

SAC j'JEt? YORK ^ . 


SL'BnLEr, m3,,;.is-E,- RsmEr iipm ih tihich .- 

YOU D^IRB 50 BE AOTiSED\^KIER ATCY Cff’ SlBJECtS. BOOKS SHOULD BE 
PtJBCHASED AED FORmHDED 50 BUREAU* 110 AGflon Oil YHIS MA5TER SHOULD 
BE fAKEl, AT ffliS TPJS* - FURIXStt BUREiiU- Bl^^ OF rAQAZIBE. 

ARTICLE MID ALSO INSCRIBE 3AI3 IN REPORT BBIHO PREPARED B”'’ YOUR OFFICE 
s^rcm poRra A brtep dioest 0F-aaaft//?/4c //. 

V V' V' hoover ^ ■ 


AJl-’tJHV 


COPIES -D® 


85 W« 






' ' ■ ’ ' C" « .‘X7 

■ A ' 

■ ■ • ■. •• l ^ ^ 

I. ' - . Kv ■ > l/kxt 




If.I 


^ V (> Mhr I jj ('^->1 I f. '■ ^ 


^ '1 .:.: 


'V.A^. 

u -.HJ 


tX^ 
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% s isr^fi 


T’lffi'''' .fr^TTP;'"*.: s , 


WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK IS 


URGENT 


1-34AM 



11 Mr. Tofeoa — 

j Mr. Ladd _ 

I Mr. Clegg_ 

j Mr. Glavfe_ 

I Mr. Nichols__ 

Mr. Hosen __ ___ 

^r. Tracy_ 

Harbo _ 

Mr. Bolxnoag . 

Mr. Mohr 
^& 1 q , Kooia 

Mr. Hoaso __ 

Gandy __ 

-Pf=£=iy5^v5\^\j^ 


IlKfECTOR 


•I/:- - 


AGNES SNEDLEY, WAS., IS - R. RECORDS NY PUBLIC LIBRARY REFLECT FOLLOW¬ 


ING BOOKS PUBLISHED BY SMEDLEY TO DATE -^tDAUGHTER OF EARTH, NINETEEN 


TWENTY NINETEEN TWENTY NINE, ORiNA-S RED ARMY MARCHES, NINETEEN THIRTY 

FOUR,'Chinese destinies, nineteen thirty three, daughter of earth 

RE-ISSUE-WITH FORWARD BY MALCOE^^WLEY, NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE, 
felD FLOOD OVER CHINA, NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR,*^HINA FIGHTS BACK, NINETEEN 
THIRTY EIGHT,'%?iTTLE HYMN OF CHINA, NINETEEN FORTY THREE. ALSO AVAIL¬ 
ABLE^ THIS OFFICE ARE THREE ARTICLES BY SMEDLEY IN VARIOUS ISSUES 


OP'^CHINA TODAY” AND TWO ARTICLES IN ” 


the’^a 


R EAST SPOTLIGHT", 


PUBLICATION OF THE COMMITTEE FOR A DEMOCRATIC FAR EASTERN POLICY. 
BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS REQUESTED AS .TO WHETHER ANY ATTEMPT .SHOULD BE MADE 

- N 

TO PURCHASE AND FORWARD ANY OF THE ABOVE BOOKS.- ALSO WHETHER PHOTO¬ 
STATIC COPIES OF MAGAZINE ARTICLES SHOULD BE FORWARDED OR MERELY 
DESCRIBED IN REPORT BEING PREPARED THIS OFFICE. 


HOLD PI 


IftL mwm 


' V- 


<0 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAppf^^^--rr5fn 
IITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


C.ClISO 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION’: 


rTransmit the following message to: 


APRIt 27, 1950 

ami-tm-wm 


^ ^ V A * I ^ , 


AQHES SiSOlSf, WAS, INTERNAL SSOURIfI*-®., RSURTSL I|»R1L T?mNTT-FI7i l^T, 

AUTHmiT? ORANfKD fO fAMKKAfii 4C)0iSNTmABimi ^ 

- /y^ ,, W-:- ■ 

/ t ■ / ■ ^ W /'\ -- } ■ ']i ■ ■ . ' rttwtrara ■ ■ 




AJMteg. 


Das^ a naturalized;American citizen was the subject of a Registration Act case 
initiated ih October, 1943, since it w^ alledged he was a paid agent of the 
Japanese Governnsnt. Das was interviewed by Bureau agents 9/25/44 and denied 
being agent of Japanese Govt* and as a; result, the case was closed. On April; 

30, 1918 Das was convicted and sentenced in San Francisco for conspiring to 
fotment an armed rebellion in India at the instigation of the German Govt,, And 
committed to McNeil Island for twenty-two months, Agnes Smedleywas among those 
indicted in the case^ 


61-457-45 




COPIES BESTROYBX) 
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Mr. Clegg_ 

Ur, Glavln_ 
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Mr. Harbo_ 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm 
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Mlsr Gandy_ 
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JUNE NINETEEN, FORTYFIVE AT ALBANY, NY, PAGE NINE, REFLECTING ONE ■ 


TARAHMATiTIJAS who VJAS a CO-DEFENDANT WITH SMEDLEY AND ^ALINDRANATH 

—SHOSE WHEN SMEDLEY AND GHOSE WERE ARRESTED IN MARCHNINETEEN EIGHTEEN. 

THIS OFFICE HAS A REGISTRATION ACT DASH JAPANESE CASE FILE ON TARAKNATH 
^ Cp/'¥S7 

JOGENDRANATRNJI^S. ALIAS DR. TARAKNATH DAS, BUREAU FILE SIX ONE DASH FOUR 

FIVE SEVEN. CLOSING REPORT OF SA WALTER A. CROW, SEPTEMBER TWENTYNINE, 
FORTYFOUR AT NY REFLECTS INTERVIEW WITH SUBJECT WHO IS APPARENTLY / / 
IDENTICAL WITH PERSON WHO WAS CO-DEFENDENT WITH SMEDLEY IN NINETEEN 
EIGHTEEN ARREST. IT WILL BE NOTED THAT HE ADVISED ON INTERVIEW THAT 
HE WAS ARRESTED AT SAN FRANCISCO SHORTLY AFTER WORLD WAR ONE FOR ’’CONS¬ 
PIRACY TO VIOLATE THE NEUTRALITY OF THE US" AND SERVED TWO YEARS ' ■ 


FOLLOWING HIS CONVICTION. SUBJECT 'WAS APPARENTLY COOPERATIVE WHEN 
INTERVIEWED. . TELEPHONE dI®??®‘ r^FL4^T3j^s/'MSEN'lf Y^ iSs IDINg'TWO 

WXED-91' 

ONE ZERO NINE BROADWAY, NYC. AUTHORITY RiQ^ESTEDFOR IMMEDIATE INTER- 


RES ID ING TWO 


VIEW OF DAS RE SMEDLEY. 


SCHEIDT gk 


BORR—LINE 3 LAST WD "SALINDRANATH" 
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Mr. Tolsoa 
Mr. Ladd Zr 


Mr. Clegg ^1^::— 






.'E”-<v«.'.'Tcr.';'';Tic7 

r/*[' *•'' y *'•' t: t"*?*» ^ . 1 


Mr. Glaiin- 

Kbr. Kichola - 

Mi. F.onon— 

Mr. Tracy-- 

Mi. Haibo 






'JASHINGTOM S13 AMD NEW YORK CITY S3 FROM SFRAM k-21-5'0^ 

URGENT 



DIRECTOR AND SAC 
AGNES'* SMEDLEY, IS - R 


RE NYTELS APRIL TWENTY FIVE AND TWENTY SIX 


LAST, ENTITLED "OWEf^^ATTIMORE, ESPIONAGE - R". THOMAS ARTHORi^SSON 
ADVISED NEVER CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH SMEDLEY, THAT SHE WAS DEFINITELY 


PRO-CHINESE COMMUNIST, HIS OPINION SUBJECT NOT PRO-SOVIET. NO IN¬ 
DICATION SMEDLEY AIDED CHINESE COMMUNISTS EXCEPT THROUGH FAVORABLE 
PROPAGANDA. BISSON STATED HAD NEVER HEARD OF CHINESE ASSOCIATE 
OR ACQUAINTANCE OF SMEDLEY NAMEdI ' 


REPORT FOLLOWS. 


b7C 


KIMBALL 


END4 


SF R 13 WA ALSO RELAY 














FEDEm^mJHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 


•DATE:. 03^25^2DQ5, 


Form No. 1 

This CASE originated at 


' _/• CL'A’S.SIFTED"'.BY 602 9.0 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL Y -T 

HEW yOE^ • DECLASSIFY.- ON : 25X 3 3 (1) 03-25-2030 FILE NO. ■ .■.lQ0«*17o06 


REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON,, D. C.. 

DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

4/20,24-26/50 

• • ' ■ ' '*■ 




MMES SMEDLEY* was* 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


Class'i’fi-aatron per OGA letter dated 0 4-07-2 0 05 


iUSfINISrBikTIVE 


IHEERHAL SECtfRI^Y^l 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




■ . • ■ ■ ■ • '• ■■ aV C/^O 

Reliable confidential informants advised 
■kATi t:oianVinT»ia p-aI T a were made fr^ home ofX co^ 

Palisades* Hew York, to ro8^--',> .75'* 


7 

7 S§t 

V S^* 

SiS 


!ls 

If* 


denoes of| Pa:,/ 

Road, Alexandria, Virginia, and home ol' I* F* ^7^." 
STORE, at 6618 Nebraska Avenue, Northwest, ^ 
Washington, r* C«, during February, March, and 
vJune, 1949, at vfaioh time SMEy iiEY was residing 
at the home of | I Reliable informants 

have ^ ad-vised that I, F* STONE is a Conanunist,^a!i^ 

, that| Iwas close acquaintance of | \ 

I I HRld id also a Communist, according j. / 

to a reliable informant. Stop notice placed with p 
Nureau of Customs. i,«j 

3; ’ ' p ■ V 


0 c- Conf 

S « in Ifeiro h and J 
O ^ home ofl 


v/’ 

. i ' • 


Confidential Infomant j | of known reliability, ad-vised that, i 
in Ifeiro h and JunwC 194 9. long distance telephone calls were made from the 
home of| | Palisades, New York, at vhioh ai jldress subieot -was 

roRidlnF from March l|o .Tvitmi. 1949, to the residence of | 

_Alexandria, Virginia. | wife is| f” 

udio is a noted ci-vic leaner ana peaiaurioian in Alexandria, 

Virginia. - ^77Y- • ; , ^ ’ 

' Files .of the Washington Field Offioe reflec t that Confidential 
Informant| ~~l of known reliability^ has advised that| | 

and his wirej T were close friends on I 
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AJMIHISlCRAJlVE 


This inf ormahtr advised that their, acquaintance was of such a nature that 
they Were knotan to the infonnant to- invite each other to -their- respective 
homes for dinners* . , ■{ \ ^ 


In regard to l _ 

reliab ility, has knot^ 

to have been 'Co^unists in 


Confid ential Informa nt I 
|and her hushand* 
the late I930*s and edriy 


Confidentia l lBfonaant| |of known reliability, has advised 
that I I served as.a trurtee of the Washington Cooperative 

Bookshop in 1940* This organisation has been cited by the Attorney 
General of the United States as being within the purview of Executive, 
order 9835* ; 


in 1943 and 19j 


having then been associated with**BIJSO’ GCEAS," a Hew York Cihy Russian 




was alsb^ known to 

to have held meetings with 

1 


lai^age newspaper* |__|returned to Russia in 1946, where he 

continued newspaper work, and was lajst reported traveling in Europe on a 
Russian diplomatic passports - 


--i Coiifidential Informant l f urther advised that]_[ 

_TOS e^gplbyed by the United States Government in 1945 and 1946 

in France and Genoai^, where she was, in contact with Communists* She 
brought back to the United States a political text of GABRIEL PERI, 
d,eoeased editor of the French Commvinist paper, "L’ Htananite*" , 

MARY JAHE KEENEY testified before the. House Committee on Un- 
American Activities on June 9, 1949ji at which time she denied being a 
member of the Communist Party, but she admitted having ehteitained 
GEREAEF. EIS1.ER, an admitted CommvuiiSt and reported head of the; Comintern, 
in the TInited States* 

■' \ /Confiden tial Informant l l also advised that in December, 1946, 

_ had been a speaker at a meeting of the Institute of 

Pacific Rel ations in Washingtonj D* C*; however, the informant ■did not 
know wdrether ] | was a member of this organisation* 

' ' ; In regard to ishe Institute of Pacific Relations, the files ■ 

of the House-'Cosmittee on Un-American Activities reflect that the 
California Committee bn Un-American Activities by a report in 19,48, 
cited the American Coxmcil, Institute of Pacific Relations, as a 
Communist front ^ich received fimds from the Americeii People’s Fund, 
anbldier front organised and directed by FREDERICK .Vj^FIELD as a repoti-. 
tbry fpr,funds to be distributed to Coimaunist ente^'rises* . . , / ' 
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■ AmiNISTRATIVE • ' 

The files of the Washington Field Off^cA fnrther reflect that_^ 

on iferch 12« 19^6« Soeoltd Agents Oi!?EN B« CHfiijEy and_ 

observedl |, to leave her apartiaent at| 

and proceed to Conneotiout Arenue and L Street, Northwest, •where she 
entered the offices of the POrOigh iScohomic Administration, located in the 
LaSalle Buil ding. She was ovArhAp»d bv the above .^ents to inquire for ,a 
| « Shortly t hereafter, ! ^ and an uzdsnown mani 

believed to be | ~i came out of the office building and proceeded, to.,-. . 

.the Cafe Parisienne, on Connectioi^ Avenue* Approximat ely one and onO- 
half ho turs later,. Special Agents' CHANEY and ! I observed j 

I and this'un known Individual reente r the ^LaSalle Building* It was 
ascertained that a is listed on the information sheet 

in the LaSalle Building AS occupying KOO&j jqf this Foreigh Economic ; 
Administration building. V 


.^■:b7c 


Confiden tial Informant I 
on May 3, 1946, 1 

_in the amount of 

man is identical with 

Virginia* ^ 

' Confidential Inform ant l~ 
March, 1947, that the name of j 
Bellehaven, Virginia, appeared on i 
of I “ 


_Jof. knOWn reliability, ad-Tised that 
d •written a check to the order of pne b2 
22*00* It is not kno'vsn •«diether this 

^ I Alexandria, ^ ^ 


contaj 


le names 


sects OJ 


I Of known reliability, ad-vised in 

a list Of persons in the possession 
I This list was belie-ved to 

lonfidential Informan- j I mentioned 
I was aivmember'of the Communist Party 


,,. Coneefning _i Confidential Inf orman-q_j mentioned ^ 

above, has advised that was aivmeiaber'of the Communist Party 

underground movement in Washii^gton, D*: C*,' in -^e late l93p*s and .early 
1940*S. He -was a close assooia tA of Im own CotmTumi ata and pro-So-p-iefc ' 
sympathizers• Upon one oceasioi j advised Confidential' ihfomant 

that he. had been sent from New York to Washington to difect the' acti-vities 
' of .-this, group*''. 


Files o f the Washington Field Office further reflect that Cwafi* 
dential. Informant | 6f k no-wn 'reliabi liiy, advised that , in the early ' . 
part of February, 1949, -(Aienl | stayed at the Statler Hotel in , ; 

Washing-ton, D* 0*, she had a business oeird in her possession -wMch read 
as follows? ' |~ I Consulting Engineeri New York Qffice, ' 

, 150 Broadway, RE 2-2017z Washington: Office, 917. 15th Street, Northwest • 

- 1 In regard to j_jmentioned abp- ve. Confidential Inf ormant 

of kno-syn reliability, advised Special Agent j l of the 
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TSFO I 9 O-I 7 SO 2 , ' . MMIHISfRATIYE . 

Hew York OffiGie of tha Federal Brn't^u of Investigation,{on October 21, 
1949,, that another informant, u diose identity and rel iability wer e not 
known to Confidential Infortiant | _ t had state d thatf I was as 

Commuhlst.’tlConfidentlal Informan'CI U 


__ A. 

Also,, in regard to_ it is noted that he was . . 

interviewed b^y Agents of the ¥/ashingtoh-Field Office on Apr^ 14, 1950, 
at his off ioe, 1627 K Street, in regard to OSjfEdi^ATIIMORB*. , At this, tiino 
.he advised that he had been a membejt* of t^ Eep'drations Mission to the 
Par East, whiioh had been headed by EUiUIJi^AUIiEy, i n October, 194 5, and^ 

OSSEK LATTIMORE was also a member of this Mission, | | advised 

that he is. oo^idenb that LATTIMOElE»s conclusions on Chinese ratters are a 
result of oareful intense analysis and not motivated by any other reason. 

He further advised that'he considered it L&ITIMORE’s duty to oppose United 
States policy tihen, in LArriMOEB*s Opinion,' such policy is not confomative 
with the best interests of the United States., 


Confidential Infoimiant previously mentioned in this 

report, advised that on Februa ry 17. 1949. a lo ng distance telephone 
call was made from the home of | | Palisades, Hew York, 

to Tfashlngton, D, C,, nvimber Merson 3645, Confidential Informant 
I I of known reliability, has advised that EMerson 8643 is listed to ■ 
Mr; I* S'^^^OHEi of 5618 Nebraska Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D, C* ' 

' Cdnceming Mr. 1, P, STOHB, the reoorde of the Credit Bur eau,' 

Washington, B* C.i reflect that his wife*s name is| | and 

that they formerly resided at 6836 Kessell Street, Forest Hills, Long 
Island, New .York, eind that STONE was the Washington represeaibative of. 

P, M, Newspaper for five years,, and also had been the Washington editbr 7 • 
of the Nation magasine from August, 1940, until 1943, Prior to that time 
he had been with the Nation magazine in Hevr York for several years. 

The. files of the/Credit Bureau further reflected that his name originally 
had been ISIIWR^FEINSTEINE, but was. legally changed in New York City on 
February 18, 1938, _i___ 

Confidential Informant of known reliability, advised that 

I. P. STONB^ (ISjJDORB FINSLBSTBINW®) admitt^ that he was a Cwnmunist 
and expressed his denouncement of business policies at the "Caucus for ■ 
Peace" meeting nhich was sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fasoist Sefiigee; 
Conanittae, and held at Hfenhattan Cenfcer, New York City, on April 9, .1949, 


■■b7D 
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V-'v AimimsTRkTiY^ ; 

. Th^ Joint Aati-Fascist Refugee Committe© is one of the organiaa- 
tiozis ^ioh have been declared by the Attorney Oeneral of the United States 
as being ]^thin the purview of Executive Order 9855* 


Ipril 2.1, 1950, the Rew York Office r equested 
(ington Fie ld Offiot to interview one T I 


By teletype dated 

Bureau au thority for the We __ 

I with alias, I | in order to obtain any information 

^ he might have conce rning AErl^ SMBDiuEY* The files of the Washington Field 
Office reflect that I I is t he subject of a pending Bepioioa ge—R 

investi gation,'Bufil ^ I iin the report of Special A gentf 

I I dated Mareh 14, 1950, at gaahingtoi ^. D. C.. e ntitled. [ 

. was., isspionage~R," it was indicated tha' 
at Tientsin, China, as late as Kovenber, 1949, and presumably is dsill in 
China, ' 


'Jd7C 


was known to have oeen 


By letter dated April 18, 1950, the ETew York Office requested the 
Washington:Field Office to place a national stop with the United States 
Customs Service in order that the nearest field office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation would be notified of subject’s arrival, A letter to the 
Collector of Custojns requesting this stop notice was written April 2'4, 1950, 
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mSHIHJTON' FIELD OFFICE 


• v ADMINISTBATIVE : 
..LMDS: ' : 



• At Washington. D* C«t' Upon receipt of Bureau olearaaoe* 'will 
’ intervrlew j ^ of the Chinese Embassy^ 

ffeshington* D. C* Bureau authorization was requested by Hew York telet^e 
dated April 22, 1950- - / 


■Will also inter'riew 


Alexandria, Virginia, pro'widing clearance is furnished by the Bureau.* The 
Hew York Office, by, teletype d ated Apri l 25, 1950, requested. Bureau 
authorization for inber-iriew ofl 


(U) 
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Anon^ous 

. ■ , ' • •■b2 ■ ■■ : 

Anonymous ■ ^ ■ 

. ■ ■ . ■■ b/D ■ 

Anonymous 
Anonymous. . 

Immigr ation and Naturalisation Servioe file C 
I | at INS Headqioarters, 70 Col« Avenue. New ^ 

City, as set forth in report of SA _ 

dated June IS , 1940, at New York, en'6iniect, | 

I I was.. Internal Seourity—»R & BU»** 



^b7D •• 


SBFERENCBt Bufile 61-6580 


Hew York teletypes dated April 19, 21, and 22, 1950* 
Riohmond teletype,dated April 21, 1950* 
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MILES L. JOEHSEU . xvh 

TITLE (1/ 

AGiiaS SilSDLSY , ^ I 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

IITOEBUAL SECURITY -R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


China about 1927t to 1937; as of October 11, 1934, v;as 
active Conu-iunist Party Member; \vorked x^ith Chinese P.ed 
Army 1937 to 1941,- in recruiting and propaganda activities. 
Subject spoke July 15, 1941, in San Diego at American Peace 
Mobilization meeiting; spoke on radio broadcast Pebruary 
22, 1945, San Di;ego in favor of Chinese Communists and 
urged dissolution of CKIAKG-KAI-SH3K government. Subject 
Vifas member of Cdmmunist Party controlled ",Comnittee of 
Arts, Science and Professions,” as of October 1948, and 
in March, 1949, isigned protest against trial of txfolve 
Communist Party ilcadors^I^ev; York City, Informant further 
advised that duijing 1949, subject was a sponsor for tije^ ^ 
Cultural and Scientific Conference for v»orld Peace, 1 ^ 0 X 7 
York City,£!!Bill of Sights Conference, Kexir Yo^c City and 
Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact, 
all described as Communist Party front group^^by the 
informant, 
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PERSOITAL SISgQRY 


it& T.Dn 
I 


t&o 0/^ 



Die^'o Union newspaper, 


ijOf laio\Anri rcliaUility,advised tlmt the San 
i January 8, 1937, in an article regarding 
AUilHiS SIIBDLIY, indicated thfit she had moved from Olclaliona to Colorado 
when fourteen years old and after graduating from college, taught 
school in northern Colorado*, Further that the subject had lived in 
Shanghai, ^China duripg the ten years prior to January 1937* 
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I-1 /iXhtM l"*^-chdl 

\ _I adviiscA that the San Diego Union, darbod Hay 22, 1937, in 

an article regarding the subject, indicated that she was a resident of 
Sen Diego for several years and a student at the Old ITornal School on 
Parle Boulevard, San Didgo in 1915* 

. □ advised that thp San Diego Sun newspaper, dated May 23, 

1937, in an article regarding,’ the subject, stated that she was formerly 
a, fa-culty nbmbor of the San Diego State Uornal School, She entered this 
school in September, 1912, wa.iting on tables and doing clerical v;ork 
to pay her way, Iho articlb indicated that SliSDIiBY was a daughter 
of a j)oor iiissouri farmer and had taught a country school when only 
fifteen years old. She latter solicited magazine subscriptions to 
support herself. She v;as grateful for any oduca.tion and accepted a 
business training course offered by a wealthy relative. She later 
was ipraduated from a normal [school in Tempo, iirizona, and the period 
of her residence in San Diegb followed, The article continued that 
in addition to her school v;ork, Si-SDLSY vjas prominent in labor movements 
and v/as involved in a free speech fight in 1916 after which she loft 
San Diego for ITcw York, There she joined the movement for the liber¬ 
ation of India, Pollovring the entry of the United States into the 
Uorld Uar, Miss Smedloy was imprisoned in Uow York for six months on 
charges of treason against an ally of the United Sta.tcs. After the 
Armistice, she \iront to England, working hor \iray on a ship as a Stov;- 
ardoss and then to Germany, ; Sho was in Gornony during the Eovolution 
and was sent from there to cjhina as a Foreign Correspondent for tlic 
Franltfortor Zoit'ung*.,<^0P.0DIN andMADiiM^SBITAYiiffi^N, loaders of the 
ICUOilETTAlTG movement, became her friends during tho eight years sho. 
spent in southern China, Hi|tlor*s ’’purge" of tho press, after ho. 
rose to iDoViOr in Germany, saw hor discharged as tho Chinese Corres¬ 
pondent of the Zoitung bocaupo of hor liberal dispatches and asso¬ 
ciation vdth the anti-Inporijalistic movement. Sho, thereafter, re¬ 
tired to a Hussian sanitariuia. From thoro sho wont to Denmark v/horc 
sho VTToto "Daughter of Earthj," Bie 1933 trip to tho United States 
v/as next on hor travels, Thp article stated that SMSDLBY booame 111 
on her return trip to China pnd learned that tho Japanese had sot 
a, price on hor head. She wab spirited off tho boat by tho agents 
' of lulDAI-i SS!I-YAT-S3H and transported for several hours through tho 
streets of Shangliai to throw! off pursuit and was at last concealed . 
in a hospital for four monthjs. She began, thereafter, v/orld.ng 
secretly to organize the Chinese working class, cspccia,lly those 
v/orkers in Japanese textile ifactorios, Hor aim was to unite 
Chinese labor against tho "Imperialistic Masters" as sho described 
the Japanese and all foreign! poxfcrs except Soviet Russia. 


cf>a 
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^ She axticlo concludccl that SliSI)liE!7*S'nt)s4;. recbrrbc/abtiVlMoB 

Sian-iy durine'-; the caiJtivity of General CPIIiUfG—KAI—SISK "by I-iarshal 
^/tJIhYLTG^HSinS^LI^ufG in Dccenher 1936. 




COI-g-IUIIISg PARTY - : ASSOCInTIOYS idlD ACTIYITBS 


I _^advised that the subject v.fTotc nn article ’’Days in the 

N Chinese ice a Ari^y" vmich v;asi published in the May 22, 1934 edition 

a *1. .. _ -H -1 . ^ . I . _. • . 1. . I I _ n _^ ^ "PS. T Ji 


N Chinese 
><r of the 
cation 


:Iow M asses^, whichj accordiiif:; to 




b2 

b7D 


was a Connunist Publi- 


advised tha,t tiip subject was a very active nenbor of 


he Connunist Paxty in Longj Beach, California, as of October 11, 1934, 


_ related that th e sub ject x-tas one of those -pros ont at 

noctino held at the hone pf | [ a 

Coni.Tunist ?c.rty synpathizori in San DiCi';;o during 1935, at which tine, an 
2 individual referred to as ’’jlhc Unofficia.l'Russian juiibassador," was 
present. At this ncotinst, jtho subject Stated that she expected to 


return to China in the near! future. 


b7D 

b7C 


\ cond.uctii\'^ 


Confidential Infornand 


another f^ovcrnncntal af^cncy 
intelligence invlostigations, advised that at a nooting 

r pf the Pirst Anorican Yritolrs Congress held on April 24th to 27th, 
1935 in iTow York City, a Co|nnunist front organization nanod the 
^ League of Anorican Writers iwas forned and at the sane tine elected 
v;hat vn3, s call ed a National jCouncil, one of whose nonbers was AGIES 
SI'iElD L IIY j [ further advised that tlois Hational Cotincil then affilia— 
ted with the International (Union of Eevolutionary ’Jritors, wM^ 


had its headquarters a,t Moscow,F,ussia. By way of explanation, !^ | 


b2 
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explained that the 1UB.W, afjorenentionod, was created at a Contpress 
, of so called ”HevQlutiGnary b'ritcrs,” held in llovcribor, 1930 at ^^2 

^ Kharkov ,F.ussia. At this Congress a progran was laid doii/n for the 
which \i?as to operate in all countries outside the borders of 
4 the Soviet union. The basije purpose of this Union was to organizo 
^ intolloctuols, particularly! writers in .all countries; indoctrinate 
^ then v/ith the philosophy ofjiiarxisn and Corinunisn and then croo-tc 
^cultural organizations for jbho defense of the Soviet Union. These 
^ organizations vjould v;ork inj cooperation v;ith the various sections 
:^f the Connunist International throu-ahout tho world.M 

I ■ ' 

I j advisod thht the January 8, 1937 issue of tho San 
Diego Union nc^^spapor indicated tho-t the subject had lived in Shanghai., 
China for tho past ton yoarjs and w.as then active in trying to ho Ip 
forn a Coui.Ainist State in n[orthv/ostern China-. Further that the subject 
had gone to Sian-Fu, China jfron Shanghai on about Docenber 12, 1936. ^ 
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I_I aaviscd that the San. Dioj^o Sun ncws^io-por dated Hay 22, 

1937 contained an article entitled "I an No Eod»” "Broke, ill, -^IIHIS ] 37 i 3 
SHSDIiBY lashes accusers; y^^xna for Missouri." The article 

v;as a United Press dispatch hearing the date line Hunan, China, Hay 
22, 1937, The article indicated that the subject stated she was vraging 
a, grin battle against "powerful interests" which sought the withdraxiral 
of her Ar.icrican Citizenship. She stated that these "interests" de- 
nai.ided that the State Depantnent withdraw her citizenship on the 
grounds that she v;as a nenber of the Chinese Connunist Party and a Ecd 
Oi,'; it a, tor. The article further stated that the charges were then being 
investigated by American Gonisular authorities in Shanghai, Miss SMEDLSY 
was quoted as stating, "I an| not a'nenber':of the Conr.Tunist Party or the 
Sod limy or an adviser to the Chinese Sovictso There is no foundation 
for the hundreds of lies tol^L and even published about nc, I can not 
give up certain principals oi" democracy that v/cre born with no. I 
could never become a nembor of the Connunist Party. Anyone vdio laiovjs 
the pitiful condition of theiChinese peasants and iTOrkors cannot help 
syrpathizing with some of the aims of the Chinese Communists and I 
suppose that makes no a Gonmnlmist sy:.pathizcr but I an no more than 
tha.t." The article further stated that Kiss SMSBISY, author of "Daughter 
of Earth","China’s Bed Army|Marches", and other works, Xiras - 

suffcriiif; from a heart affliction in December 1936, when the Sian coup- 
d* otat startedo Provincial i troops broke into her room at Si.^ui and 
took all her money and valuables, V/lien she was able to leave her 
sick bed, she was v/itliout funds and accepted an offer to "broadcast 
ncv;s btillctins from Sinn^. Those broadcasts wore mentioned in the 
cor.iplaiats against her but Miss SMBDEBY claimed they were only nev/s 
bulletins. The article indibated that ^tor &oabfal-€HlAE’GwEAIi:rSH3K 
v;as released and the incidonC cane to a close. Kiss SHBDLEY cane to 
Hunan, The Comunists, vdio had already declared for peace v;ith the 
Chinese nationalist Grovornmoht, gave her living quarters and an 
allov;anco of twelve dollars a iionth. In return, she was to aide in 
English corrcspondonco and maintain the English Language Library. 

□ advised that asjof September 1, 1937, the subject v;as 
reported to be with the hcad(|uartors of the Chinese Coni.Tunist Army, 
at v/hich time she v/as cngtigcd in recruiting for the i-rny and vraging 
a Communist propaganda cnr.paign from the front line trenches. 

□ rclatod that tho San Dior;o Sun newspaper dated January 
15, 1938 contained an article hcarinj;; a Eankow, China dateline of 
January 15, 1938, entitled ''ij^onan Foes Chinese Ecds Starve Japanese 
troops#^ G?ho article rcflociod that AG3ES SilEDISy, who had resided 
in Cnina for a decade, r^nd accorrpenied the Chinese Eighth Houtc Arny 
on nany of its cainpaigns, had stated that the forner Connunist 
forces wore starving Oapanosd Arny colunns in northern China hy 
evacuating rcsiconts and food stuffs fron toms in the path of their 
advance* 0?he subject was quoted as sto^tin^; that the Chinese /generally 
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■believed that she v/as a Soviet Staff Officer, She added that she had 
not scon a single Soviet Eusjsian among the troops, ^ 

A publication entitled ’’Hew Frontiers" accordinj-; to|_ I 

stated on Pago 34 that a nov/jiy organized Young Communist League "branch 
in San Diego had "been named the AGUES SMSDISY "branch, ^ ^ 

It is noted that the Yoiong Coaiminist League has "been declared 
"by the Attorney General to "bp within the purvicv;' of Executive Order ITo* 


4/A 

Vw 


I L dvi! 


I _ladvisod that onje Mrs. HAITi'IAIi SIMS LEE,, 115 1/cst Seventh 

Street, Charlotte, iTorth Carolina, stated that she iifas the vrf.do\i,' of 
^ a Chinese Missionary and tha,t she met AGUES SIIEDLSY in Hanlcow, China 

at a party in Septcra'bcr, 1933. SiSDLSY wn,s under the influence of drink 
>^at the time and stated to i'irjs, that she had "boon associated vri-th 
^ the Pods for tlorco years, |p^ l-TjC JrJ 93 

JL I I rqportcd that ttic San Diego Union dated Octo"bor 14, 1939, 

^*<c^tainod an article ontitlc|i "American Uonan 'Writes of Helping Chinese 
^ Guerrillas in ¥ar on Japan," ITho article was an Associated Press 

dispatch da-tclihod at San Francisco on Octo"bcr 13, 1949, Shis article 
^ reflected that the subject had v.'ritton a letter to a friend in San 
Francisco v/hich was dated July 25, 1939, soaowhorc in Anhijoi Provence, 

^ China, v;hilc v/oundod soldiers \\roro being brought into a small field 
hospital sho operated for thj.') national Hod Cross Society of China, She 
told of the a,ctivitios of th|D Chinese Guerrillas behind the Jepaneso 
K linos, ; 

I-1 ^ 

t |_ladvisod that asLof Juno 13, 1941, the subject visited 

v/ith her sister Mrs, IIYRYLS^IEITSY of Chula Vista, California, 

^ I-1 ^ 

T |_[advised that thp subject, in an intorviev; v/ith the San 

Diego press, stated tha.t shei had recently returned to the United States 
from China and further that jin h er or)in ion, the Chinese would eventually 
drive the Jeg/aneso out of China, | jadvisod that the subject had former¬ 
ly contributed articles to tho iTow Masses and other publications. 




I _[reported that the subject v;as tho main spo/ikcr at a meeting 

held in the "House of HosTvitjnlity" San Diego on tho evening of July 8, 
1941, by the "League for Dcf{Dnso of Democracy," At thj.s mooting, 
the subject v/as presented tO; the audience b y Ma-ior E 7MS F,X^^'fflLS01'T, 
a Communist Party sympathizer, according toladvisod that tho 
League for Defense of Domo erkev was a Communist controlled organization 
in San Diego at that time, sta-tod that StIEDLEY, in her speech, 

criticized the United States! for supplying oil <and guns to Japan, 

She told of many instances iii which sho had been asked to address the 
Chinese soldiers on their v/ay to doa,th, and in nnsv/or to the Chinese 
questions as to why the Unitbd States was furnishing supplies to Japan, 
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she told then that the pooplo of Anorica wore not rospohsihlo hut tliat 
oxir "faith is in the hands of non who think only of profits," She prais- 
Chinos* Conriunist Industrial Ccoporativcs as the salvation of 
^ China and stated that they tlicn had a dictatorship hut \irould \d.n 
^ cvontually, Tho subject, iiji answerin,'; the question re^'^arding v;ho 
^ \7crc the friends of the Chinese ijooplo, stated that the donocracios of 
^ iUAorica and the Soviet Union {were. She praised the vjork of the Chinese 

f ' Corujunist Fourth and lifjhth ^oute ^i-rnios and stated that in the areas 
covered hy these .irnios, the jpcoplo have sone degree of se lf govornriont 
v/iiich she chained v/as denied j then elsev/hcrc in China. advised that 
Ly ,tho suh.icci; had ous t prior to th is da te hocn th e guost, in th o hono of 
i in San Diego. | |added that I ~| thon head 

of thc^'Sah liicgo Connunist Party, \ 7 as in the audience. 




I poportod tliat tl]io suhjoct spoko at a nooting of tho San 
Diego Branch of tho ijioricnn iP caco Hohilization hold on tho evening 
of July 15, 19d-l at tho honejoJ I 


Tho iir.icrican Peace jliohilization has hocn declared hy the 
Attorney General to cone witljLin the purview of Executive Order lIo» 

rc;^^%o^^t^t^^ou^lica^^I^^ti'WL^BiiFU SHIMPO dated 
Octoher 1911, contained an article reflecting that tho suhjoct 
was one of throe authors on ^ar Dcastcrn Affairs who had discussed 
"The Far Eastern Crises" on ihc "UTaat's it all About?" radio progran, 

Sundry evening at 9:30 P.H. over Coluribia Broadcasting Syston,Hadio Station 
KilX,];.os AngoloaTtearticlo indicated that ^IGIIES SilEDLSY was a noted 
author and newspaper correspondent for the Chinese Guardian who had 
traveled thousands of nilos in recent years v/ith tho Chinese iirriy. ^ 

I I roportod that tlie Novenher 24, 1942, edition of tho 
People's '.vorld nowspaj)or, \ 7 hilch ho described as a Columnist ncx7spapcr 
on the host Coast, contained ian article reflecting that tho suhjoct, 
identified as on author, had;signed a petition do nandi ng that the 
Governor of California, pardori ono F3SIUS COlEIhilT. I | o:xplaincd tha.t 
these petitions were sponsored hy the Cormunist controlled International 
Labor Defense, v;hich organization was a forerunner of tho present 
Civil Eights Congress,^ Off- 

The Civil Sights Cprii’^ross has boon declared hy the Attorney 
General to cone within tho pqrviov; of Executive Order ITo. 9835. 

I I reportod that the People's h’orld nov/spa;^cr dated July 
22, 194-1-, contained an article on Pago 2, refloctin^g that iiGliES SilEDLSY 
v/ould toll tho story of the Chinese Connunists over radio station 
KBO 10 = 30 P.11.. Jul. P3. ^ 
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^ r ^ ■'' ’ »' ^2/>.i? ^ 

advisod that sui’ojcct’s hook, "The Ba.ttlo Hynn of China", O 
appoaroci on a niraoographed leaflet listing hooks to he road in connection 
v/ith the East and !/ost Assoc^iaticn which was distributed at a nccting 
of an Adul t Eiscussion ClassI of the Unitarian Church, Saa Diego, on the 
Doming of | explained that the nature of the East 

and 'Jest A ssociation was unknoiini to hin hut that Profcssor l 
I I was the leader of jthc Adult Discussion Class, 

□ reported that t'ho subject had been scheduled to speak 
before the Jov/ish Gonnunity IContor in Bridgeport,Connecticut, on 
January 15, 1945 at a five star forun on the International sconb at 
which one o f th e other spoakors was to ho JOIDu^lOS SGSEIE, who, 
according to l L was a Conr.Tiinist Party Ilonhc r and writer for the 
Daily People’s Uorld nc;/spap’cr in 1944, | | adviscd that the subject 

was one of four spcalccrs on |a radio progran entitled, ”To\m Meeting 
of the Air," heard at StSO l|,M. on the evening of Echr uary 22. 1945, 
over radio station ICPIIB in jSan Diego, On the progran. I [ stated 

the subject nado a violcntljj prejudiced talk in favor of the Chinese 
Coiinunists and advocated that the \<;holo of China should ho placed under 
their donination and that tlic KUOillUTAKG he dissolved, 

I I roportod that ■^hc subject, in a speech at Hartford, Connecti¬ 
cut, during thd week ending; jilarch 10, 1945, stated that during the 
pa.st seven years she had v/orked as a war correspondent and volmitoer 
Pod Cross v/orkor with the Connunist forces in China, In her speech 
she attacked the Hatiohalisti Governraent of China as being "an instru- 
nent in the hands of a fcvi iand owners," She stated that the so- 
called CoDiunist groups in China were not Soviet controlled in any 
sense, but "conprised the nearest approach to dcnocracy in China 
today," She charged that before General JOSEPH STILL’.ELL left China, 
he received letter froa the Conaandcr of the Coni.iunist iixnies, offer¬ 
ing hia their services, but |that General CHIAITG-Kx'il-SIIBK reported that 
the Gonr.iunist araics would riot fight under the United Sto.tcs leaders, 

I [ continued that the subject stated that in Connunist controlled 
villages, the people wore btjing encouraged to elect their o\-m leaders 
and to prevent Corxmnist dorjiination of these elected bodies, Eurthcr 
tliat Connunists were linited to one third of the nonbership of those 
bodies. She stated that doriccracy could not be practiced by the 
nationalist Governnont in which, she cliargcd, the people had no faith, 

I [ reported that durint':; the v/oek ending March 24, 1945, 
i\GlIES SiEDLEY appeared at the Con:iunist controlled "Samel Adans 
School for Social Studies" in Boston, Massa-chusotts, \tfhoro sho praised 
the v/ork of tho.t organization. In this speech she charged that 
there v;as absolutely no dcnocracy in nationalist controlled China, and 
clalncd that the only group Ifightinf; for democratic policies in China 
then v/as the Conr-Tunist Arrayi 
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b2 

b7D 

b2 

b7D 

b2 

b7D 


b2 

b7D 


b2 

b7D 


^ '-7 ,« 

<•• w>«5 

The SatTacl Adnns 'School, Boston, Massachusetts, vjas doclarocl 
"by the Attorney General to cone vathin the purview of Bjcocutivo Order 
Ho. 9835. ' / i / / 

^ JAVO -Y / f 

r'opWl’tcc. that !on Au^st; 12, 1945, Br. iTIBTG-? I-|i'HtJ visited 
AGIES SISBLBY at Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, Hov/York. | ~ oiqjlainod that 

PI-jU v;as a delegate fron the Conrmnist Party of China to the United 
Nations Conference held in Sinn Francisco, California, in April, 1945. 




stated that tlio subject was scheduled to appear at a 


’’Ford Eall Forun” in Boston,| Massachusetts on January 6, 1946 at which 
tine she was to spcalc on thej subject "The Btrui'^gles for Bonocracy in 
China." ti i 

I-1 

I_[advised that t'hc subject was one of the sponsors of the 

National Conference on Ancrijean Policy in China and the Far Bastj hold 
in Nev/ York City fron January 23rd throut^h January 25, 1948. The 
National Conforonco on Ancrijean Policy in China and the Far 3ast(a 
Conference called by the Corlnittco for a donocratic Far Ea.stcrn Policy) 
v;a.s declared by the Attorney General to cone within the 2mrvicw of 
Executive Order No, 9835, 


of a, nunber of 


reported that’ 
pcojplc v;ho sol 


on March 8, 1948, the subject was one 
int solidarity greetings to the wonon 


of t he Un ion of Soviet Socialist Hcimblics on International Uonen's 
Bay, I I c:qplaincd that the 
Connunist Pa,rty in the Unit< 


scnc’-ing of greetings v/as pronoted by the 
d States, ^ \ ( ( j 

^ Iri^drJ ^ 

the Baily People’s '.Jorld edition doAod ^ 

d aaarticlc rcflcctin(~ that the subject 
ttcc" for a new T>rogr r.n ca lled the "writer’s 


b2 

b7D 

b2 

b7D 


pdyisod that 

Septenber i52, 194-8, containo 
was on the "initiating conni 

for Ucllacc" v/hich had roccnjtly been established. □ c:q>lainod tlia.t 
this progran v;as ostablishcdi for the purpose of furthering the Ooniiunist 
Party controlled campaign toj elect Henry Uallacc to the presidency of 
the United States on the Progressive Party ticket, 

I I advised that jin October, 194-8, subject v;as a nenber 
of the "Conr.iittoc of Arts, Sjcienccs and Professions".^ ^explained 
that this was a Conrmnist cohtrollcd organization 


D adi 

a 1 


ivised tliat in Novenber, IS-iS, SIIBBLIBY, liras one of 
the signers of a loctition adilrcsscd to President Harry S. Timnan, 
Chief Justice Vinson of thciU, S, Suprono Court .and Attornc;* General 
Ton Clark, asking that the convictions of the eleven nenbero of the 
Executive Connittcc of the Jbint lAiti-Fascist Pofugoc Connittoo bo 
sot aside, ! 
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b2 
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b2 . 
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b2 

b7D 

b2 

b7D 
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Iho Joint Anti-Fas6ist Eofogoo Cor.inittcc was dcclaxocl to 

coac within the pTSTview of Executive Order Ho* 9836« "by the Attorney 
General,^_ 

I _[advised that the March 7, 1949* edition of ALESS nafjazinc 

contained an article rcfloctinG that in March, 1949, AGilES Si'EBLSY 
had signed a protest against! the trial of the tvfclvo National Conmnist 
Party Leaders of the Cor.inunist Party which was then "being hold in New 
York City. i 

Ihc Conaunist Party, United States of ikiorica, has "been de¬ 
clared "by the Attorney Goncriil to cone within the purview of Executive 
Order No. 9835. : i' 


advised th^ thp suTojcct*s sig’nat;il4 appeared on a statc- 
nent issued Dy the ’•Cor.u.iittop for Free Political Advocacy*^ on March 9, 
1949, which organization, aejsording tc | | v;as a Comiunist controlled 
group. r I advisod tliat the Now York Tines newspaper dated March 24, 
1949, contained an article reflecting tha,t SMEBLEY v;as one of the 
sponsors for the "Cultural ajid Scientific Conference for '.Jorld Peace", 
to "be held in Now York City, in April 194-9, □ advised that this 
Conference was Connunist Party sponsored and influenced "by loading 
CoruTunist Party Monbers of viarious parts of the world.g^ 

n advised that the su"bjoct signed a sta.toncnt callirg; for 
the peaceful sottlonent of the U, S, - U.S,S.H« differences vdiich 
v/orc circula,tcd by the National Council of Ancrican-Soviot Friendship 

in May 1918. Jril "h/Stt/ry 

\ 

The Nationa.1 Cotinbil of itocrican Soviet Friendship was 
declared by the Attorney GonjDral to cone vdthin the i^iarviov; of Executive 
Order No. 9835. i 

I [ advised that subject v/as one of the si^onsors for " Bill of 
Sights" Confcrcnco held in iT3v/ York City, in July 16-17, 1949. 
c;-qplaincd that this Ccnfcrancc was Connunist Party organized and 
controlled. iX pJlA^ 


□ 


_^advised that ini Auipast 1949, SMBELSY wa,s one of the 

s-Qonso rs of the "Conference pn Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic 
Pact." I I advised tha, t thi si was a Coiumiiist Party sponsored and 
controlled conference. r34 <atccl tlia^tho su'bjcct v;as ono of the sponsors 
for the Alncrican Co ntine ntal Peace Coni^rcss, held in iiczico City, Mexico, 
in Septenhor, 1949• o advijsed that nany leading Connunists fron tlio 
l/cstcrn Ilenispherc participa,|tcd in this Congress. 


I - H U C - 


fsATlXtU. 
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advised that this subject on a radio M^roadcast over 
San Dic.';o radio station KGB pn the evening of June 26, 1941, stated 
that she then contcnplatod ai lecture to\xr to the U nited States to 
■yp raise noncy to enable her tojvirrito two books j | osprosaod the opinion 

that the contcr^plated books yrould deal vdth Cliina and the Conounist 
effort in tha.t coxintry* I 


U advised that the Long Beach Tolograi .1 newspaper dated 
. 42, contained an axticlo indicating that SiiBBLBY was 

a leader of the lIo.tional Council of Protestant and l^iscopal Churches 
aiid ^^as also active in a Losj imgolos “Connittoc in support of China,.” 
I [ advised that ho had no iniomation regarding the sponsors or the 
purposes cf the aforonontlonisd organizations, of ' ~ 

I l advised tliat thjj subject had been active in the Boston , 
llassacliusctts area during thb tiaro weeks prccoodiog March 24, 1945, and 
that on ilarch 18, 1945, she gave a speech before a group v;hich \7as 
sponsored by the Corinunity Church of Boston. On this occasion she 
addressed a largo audience which contained nany jpersons of Chinese 
descent and negroes«(^ I 


Che San Diego Union dated February 11. 


contained an. 


article reflecting that the subject’s brother]_ I . was then 

livini'; at I' ■■ ■ ^ Clmla Yista, California. The current 

San Diego telephone directory da,tod April 1950 reflects that | | 

I n s still residing atj tho sar.io address. 


•/. Kki V- 

hk 
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OOIiFID3tT|pi.J. IlgQEIiiilCT SIISBT 


is 


is 


who furnishod infornntion to Spccinl .t^cont 
iiilcs L. Johnson. 

i 

! 

wiho furnishod infornation to Special 
Miles L, Johnson. 


I 

iQFBISli'TCB: Nev/ York Conferoncej Teletype to San Dic^v^o^ Portland and 

Seattle, dated Aprijl 22, 1950# 


i 

i 


I 

I 

i 


11 











FEDERAL BUREAU OF^IMVESTIGATIQN 

FILE NO. 105-279 


Form-No. 1 ‘ ' 

Th is case originated at HEW YORK- CITY 






j REPORT MADE At 

; ■ DETROIT, rMICHIGAN ''' 

DATE WHEN 

7 ^ MADE 

.4/27/5« 

. period for'WHICH MADE 

report MADE BY .'- r7 ; 7. 

IRVING R. ii®ERSC®r ' "' ' ^- ^dGA 

-TiTus" ^ 7 -7■. -• ,"'7 "77... » y 

; AGNES klEDLEY ^ B' I* 

CHARACTER OF case’ '■ ‘ 

INTERNAL; SECURITY:-'■R* ^ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


never inet Subject 


persona lly. Has no first-^hand information, 
adviOed. that while attending 





n 


n- 


■A” 

c>- 

&h?.. 


b2 






TH 


-7T 


et V'r 

t) 

’b" 


International Lenin-institute at a plenum 
of Gomraunist Intern'atidridl in 1932, held in 
Moscow, th@ then secretary of the Chinese 
Communist Party in making a report on 
progress of ■ Commuhist rev^olution id 
mentioned numerous contributors who ' 

cultivating’bread, sympathy, for ChineW^ . . 
Communists, amongst whom was Subject. In : 
about Decem ber. 1932. in discussion with 
I L the editor of; an edition of, the 

”Dailv ?J6rker” published, in Detroit, in 
speaking of. intellectuai writers it was . 

J estima;te that SMEDLBX was a ‘’Party- 
liner'l. Irt conversation,with a Professor ■ 
SCdT?^feAEING, despribed.as secret .( 

Gommumst Party member, in latter part of 
.1933, NMHING tas of the opi nion that ^ ■ 
SMEDLEY was a .*Party-liner.”. I T 

believed that by ‘'Party-liner*’ above two 
meant that although. Subject possibly not 
■ actually a Coimhunist Party member, she was 
of more use as a front bOci 
writings^i' 
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DETAILS: . |_ | : an. ex-Conununist . Party'.member!j , 

’ , ' presently employed, as an:investigator for the y 

■ y ■ Immigration and Naturalization Service, United .State's y 

Department of Justice,. 3770 East Jefferson .Avenue-, Detroit, advisedi that 

he had neven met .Subject personally and could .furnish no first-hand . 
•information concerning heri,';'-- • , . ^ 

■ . .• advised that, he attended;.the Ihte'rna.tiohai^i.'..'- 

Lenin Institute in .mosco'vs' from the .late summer or early fell of 1931j» .. 

Until about November of 1'93S* He recalled: that.'some time .in■'November Pf 
I932, a plenum of the:'Communist International ■was held, {in ah; auditorium . { 

of the Lenin School .in Mosco-w, Russia,; arid: that at it his :plenu m.the then, 
secrettry of the Chinese Communist 'Party, ..yrtioS^^e riame l [ could not- 

recall'i'inm&ing a; .report On the -progress, of the Cbiiununist revolution; { . 
in China, mentioned a number of cqntributo.rs . who -were ■Pultd'tatih^ '. ; ..- 

broad;sympathy for the Chinese ComniihlSts;, amorigat ■whom .was mentioried . 
.AQIES SMEDIEY. The secretary of .thb Chinese .Goimnhnist,. Party also mentioned 
at the time that essentially,the Ghinese- revolution in its, initial.phases 

{was an agrarian; reyolutiori. against ;.imperialism.., in-volving almost . the Whole 
of the Chinese people, but .'cPUid be ;de'veloped along lines set out by LENIN 
as laid down in, bis •writings on the,'Cploriial dLuestion into an alliance . 
with Russia, under the lea dership of the proletariat of Ghlna/and the 
Soviet Uni6n« r | did {riot recall' that, this person, mentioned' ! { 

specifically how Subject had contributed to the' Chinese cause, but assumed 
that it wais through {her* ■writings on the Chinese and Far East situation*. 

_further stated that it -was his recoUe.ction'. 

that while he attended the Interriatlonallenin Institute,, there was a 
..Chinese delegation also in attendance and .that it was general talk that 
Subject -was fa'vorable toward the Chinese Communist cause in herwritings.* 

' . I I recalledthat in About December of ap ,er 

his return to,the United.States, during a discussion with \ who 

was then; an editor of an edition of^ the “D aily ?forker”. pubiish®ri.; riri. ’V, t .• t; 
Detroit, ;whiie discussing I | was of the impression, that •.{ ■ . 

.SMEDLEY was a~ “Party-liner”. I I also st ated that in a conversatioh''/ 

with a Professor SCOTT NEARING. I [ stated was. a secret Comrp.uh,in'! 

Party'member at the time, sotie. time in’ 1933 ha'd been in'vited to visitor, 
Detroit at.the request of. the Communist Party to appear as. a speaker*^efore 
. the Detroit ’Workers School,’ which schoo j -ad-yi^sed was o perated by the 

Communist Party. Some time during .NEARING*s.visit .in Detroit j 
had- a discussion with him concerning various- writers, who dea.it pr.lncipally 
on. Chinese anS Far'.East ’matters,- arid it was NEARING* s opinion that SMEDIEY 
.was a'’'Party-liner,-’■■•■--’Nfc."' : :{'■ 




t' ■■ b 


■f,:- f;V 

_ : v",-. 










_ , expla ined that' it wa4 his oplniori that both 

;Pro.fesso]^; NEAKCKG; and l I meant by "Party-liner" that altho.ugh 

Subject-^as possibly not actually, a,Cojmnunist.Party member, she was of 
ipre use as a front because of her writing concerning the Chinese and Far 
East situation* . " , ; ' . VV • 


.BSFERREi) UPON COMPlETl.ON TO' THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-- 
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jmmisTMTim PAGE 


he' believed have' either 


jaeiieved that' the. follo'wing individuals, whom, , 


been contacted, by the FBI or the Ijiunigration' 

, and Naturalization Service in New .York'City,'may have informatiori concerning 
the Subject: "!•. 


b7C 

b7D 



A 


. 7 ; Their addresses are.possibly available to, either the 
New York Office of the FBI or INS, and such information wpy set out'in a 
teletype, to New York City and the- Biireau on 'April>2$, 19 

l also believed that ipDEU^SING^^elieved to ' 

^ possibly "reside in New York City, ex'-wife of_ C^;iHAEpT. EISLEiR, may also ' :> 
^b7D possibly have, information regarding. Subject sIKc^ she was intimate'with 




' b 


bb7C 


d 


nC O' 


many intellectuals in the Communist Movement* This information was also 


.'5 i 

*> r-. • * 




reflected in the above mentioned teletype, 

■ JOSEPH ZACH KORNF^DERTs landlady advised.that she 




believed he was presently in New. York City,, and a teletype.was 'submitted. .S'’- 


New' York on April 2jSj 1950,'' advis.ing' thereof, 


"I who also 


. also .mentioned that one 

attended the Lenin Institute, may possibly have information concerhiiig 
Subject and. accordingly, a telfiiumkj£ad, ,wa's sent Seattle On April 26, , 1950< 


b7C 


He mentioned that he believed 
INS office at Seattle* 


could be located through the..- 


b7D 


REFSiffiNCE: . ' . New York teletype dated'April, 25, 1950. 
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:KINGTON FROM NEW YORK 48 
DIRECTOR URGENT 


27 


tv 


b7C 
b7D 

AGNES SMEDLEY., INTERNAL SECURITY - R, 



RE DETROIT TEL APRIL TWENTY SIX 


LAST ADVISING THAT INFORMANT 


BUGGESTED INTERVIEW WITH 


BUTEL ON APRIL TWENTY FIVE LAST IN CASE ENTITLED QUOTE 

SHOULD NOT BE 


OWEn\lATTIMORE., ESPIONAGE - R UNQUOTE STATED 


INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH LATTIMORE. UACB NEW YORK WILL NOT 
INTERVIEW 


b7D 


ADVISING 


RE SMEDLEY. RE DETROIT TEL APRIL SIX LAST 

BELIEVED TO BE IN NEW YORK. DETROIT 


REQUESTED TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO INTERVIEW THIS INFORMANT AS SOON AS 
HE RETURNS TO DETROIT. 


' 7 "': ■: .i-, /(// 

DETROIT ADl^SED f; ' 
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To: COMMUNICATIO>_..-^*^wH. A ,1127, I95O 
Transmit the following message tov-.#, i;r. v‘,v i. 


-^'HOEKT 


- lu jiruiu^L X:m.. nm uet 


M'gw:^r;a to TfirERViEi* 

/ \ , rf’Cvr 




A'ti’ORITY ar?AOT:: 



ATOxPTIMi 

_According to_ eniploysd as an | 

in Residence at the Yaddo Estate, Saratoga V.prin^s, Kew York, 
I who visited Yaddo in 1946 £ar a period of ti^^ffimths, advised 
her that there v/ere only two real C.orr,R:variists of the uppftr'strata who came 
to Yaddo, they being he and Agnes Gradley. 


I, advised 
who came 


1 


is a British subject and as of Pecember, 1949, 
assigned to tnc ijivision of General Education, Kew York University. 
Investigation disclosed tliat he was a ComBilssar of the International Brigade 
in the Gganish Civil Aar and after iranco’s victory he escaped to the inited 
States. Ke h^as been active in cormectiaa with alleged Communist iferty iVent 
organ!aatlcms which are sympathetic toward the Spanish Republican Movement* 

He has spoken inriy! erable times before me etings of the Veterans of the Abraham - 
lincoln Brigade. He is a close friend of l 
I I It is reported that he broke with the Conmunlst Jrarty during the period 

or the Kazis-Sovlet Pact but that he is again sympathetic to the Crarmuniets. 
There is no Indicatlcwi that he is a card carrying meaaber, but he is referred 
to as a fellow traveler. 

REoc^TenmCTiy: ? 

)7C Since l 1 according to Agnes Smedley»s file, is well acquainted 

with her and in view of the remark that he made concerning her, It is im¬ 
perative that we interview him and therefore it is being recommended that he 
- - be interviewed by Bureau Agents. 

OOPms DSSTEOYED 

;^p|| 2.1 1531 . 


^ Mr. Tolaon 
Mr. Cleat 

Ur. gUvK- 

Mr. Lad d - 

Mr, Nichol s 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr- Tracy_ 

Ur. “ 

Mr. Gumea 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr, Moh r 

Mr, Penning'co n 

Mr. Quinn Taa m 

Tele. Roo m 

Ur, Nease_ 

Wise Gandy_ 


/ vv I 




w 


sei^t; via. 


t>r i 


ni' "V . 

.i ^ 


















lUlimftlliHieOItTlIIID 
KSEiil IS OHCLASSmiO. 


UASHINGTpl>I 84 FROM NEW YORK 


URGENT 





.T,crcJt' . 

»7r. GlavJii - 


i'-ia'. JiTcfVrit; 

. .^/v, Bolsaort:; 

! ~^T. r.lolijr ___ j 

I i-’o, ticoia ^.. I 

k ‘^Jocico_/j 
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Gcat^ 




DiagfTTOR 




?. Iv 


AGNES'S MEDLEY, IS-R. RPT OF SA J. T, 0~BRIEN, MAY TVJENTYSEVEN, FORTY 

NINE AT NYC, PAGE TWENTY, REFLECTS INFO THAT_ 

I EAST, NYC, VISITp>?^DD^OUNDATION IN FORTYSIX FOR TWO 
MONTHS. ON THIS OCCASION HE IS SAID TO HAVE STATED THAT "THERE WERE 
ONLY TWO REAL COMMUNISTS OF THE UPPER STRATA" WHO VISITEd'yADDO, HE 

AND SMEDLEY B EING THOSE TWO. _ NYQ HAS PENDING A SECURTTY MATTER - C _ 

INVESTIGATION _ 

FILE REFLECTS THAtI IiN INTERNATL BRIGADE IN ' 


FILE REFLECTS THAT IN INTERNATL BRIGADE IN ' 

- '-' b7C 

SPAIN, WAS ACTIVE IN CP AND SPANISH VET ORGANIZATIONS. REPORTEDLY 

BROKE WITH CP DURING PERIOD OF NAZIS SOVIET PACT BUT IS REPORTED TO 

BE AGAIN SYMPATHETIC TO COMMUNISM IF NOT A MEMBER, IS PRESENTLY EMPLOYED 

7 ; > 


AT NYU, NYC. FILE ALSO REFLECTS THAT 


IS A BRITISH SUBJECT 


AND IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR DEPORTATION PROCEEDINGS BY INS. BUREAU 
AUTHORITIES REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW I ~ 


HOLD 


SCHEIDT 




^ 'W 


■•■Ay 
\r;' ■ 


/ 











REPORT MADE AT- 


NEW HAVEN, CONN 


A(2ffiS smD 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DKTAILSs 





COPXSS DESTjaOYET> 


APPROVE!!^ 

FORWA^M 


AmUNISTRAUVE REPORT 

JIrs. HEPBURN of Hartford, Conn., a contact of the subject,, 
is a ■well kncmn syn 5 )a‘ 6 nj[;zier^of So'vlet Russia and a contact 
of various CJoramunists at Hertford, ’ Conn.^ttomey GEORdJ 
DAY is a -well knos^' attorhey^and"forme^^dge of the 
police court at Hartford, and ^ars ajiraccellent reputation 
in the conanunity and iS*leg^ circlesi^ ' 

■' 


Investigation at Hartford, Conn, ^reflected that telephone 
2-9718 is lis-bed to the resid^Ice of Mrs. THOMAS Mj[i HEPBURN^ 
•wife of.a noted surgeon and ^"bher of the motion picture 
and stage actress, KATHERINl/H^BUEN. Mrs, HEPBURN is well 
knovm to the New Haven-Divi^on as an apologist for Soviet 
Russia and is a contact^at various times of members of the. ^ 
Communist Party at Hartford, Conn, ' 


The "Daily Worker" for 2/8/43 included Mrs. HEPBURN in a 
list of individuals -who had urged Congress to discontinui^J 
the Dies Un-American Activities Committee, I 

Ihe report of SA LOREN D. SifAIHE dated 1/26/44 at New ^ 
Haven, entitled “National Council for American-Soviet 
Friendship - Internal Security - R“, named Mrs. 
as a member of the State Committee for the Ameaii^P^^Tff!^ ^ 
on Soiriet Relations, and described the orgamjB^. Coijn* 
a fore-runner of the National Council of Ag(|^. ^ 

Friendship, Inc. j. r . ^ iP^^can-Sovi ■ 


0 


DO NOT WRITE IN TiJ 


»ese spaces 
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(5J- Bureau 
3 - New York 
2 - New Haven 































100-10666 


admnistractve beport 


"National rmiiii n~"i?T^iii| 11 iii"! dated 6/25/45, entitled 

- B’*, listed Mrs. I^EPBURN as a mArnh^r Internal Security 


New York letter to Mew Haven dated 11/3/47, captioned in the 
same manner, listed Mrs. HEPBURK’ as a contributor of $10.00 to the^organization 


Ifee Hartford Section of the CP sponsored a rally at Ha(rtf6rd on 
1 / 12 / 46 , the purpose of the rally being directed to the necessity o^ returning 
the men from, the armed services, and was referred to as a "Bring-Em Back* 
Rally, Mrs, HEPBURN permitted the use of her name as a sponsor of the 
rally. 

The name of Mrs, HEPBURN also appeared as a sponsor in an advertise¬ 
ment which appeared in the •Bridgeport, Conn, Herald* on 4/6/47, opposing 
proposed legislation to ban the CP as a legal or gsnizatibn, 

Mrs, HEPBURN was ilso the sponsor of a dinner of the ConnecF'i^^^^H 
Citizens Political Acti on ^ nmaittee at New Haven on IO/IO /46 at which 
dinner U.S. Senator CLAUD^PEPPEE was the guest speaker. Informants ^ 
the New Haven Diyision advise the GCPAC was dominated and controllecPY 
CP in Conn, 

Hartford telephone numbers 7-9166 3-5050 ^e listed jspe* 

ively to the office ^d residence of AttoTnc 7 /( 5 SC^^® H.E|)AT4. Ihe 
of the Hartford t3red|tt,^ting Bureau reflect ■chat Attoiney DAY, whose^^^^^B 
wife's name is approximately 60 years of age and formerly 

served as prosecutor, and for six years as Judge of the Hartford Police 
Court, He is a partner in the idell known law liim of Shipman and 
Goodwin at Hartford and is a Director of the Aetna Fire Insurance Co,, 
the Riverside IRrust Co,, the State Savings Bank, and the Hotel Bond 
He also serves on the board of directors of the Niles, Bement and Pond 
Cprp,, the Chandler'Evans Co,, and the Metropolitan District Commission^^^^H 
~*'5jj|eoverning group cbntrolling the water supply facilities of the 

Conn, area; is a graduate of Harvard Law School, and was 
'' ^^ticut Bar in 1916. 

currSnfig^ra w. COONEY, former Assistant U.S. Attorney 
standi ®°. pAI a^-esl^nt of the Hartford County Bar Associat 

tha+ 4 +f 111 legal circles in substance and an attorney of excell 

orney Day possesses uhdoribteSftK^ area. Attorney Cooney state. 


to the US, 


REFERRED UPON COMPIETIOM 
TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGaEN - 
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references 


Teletype from New York dated 4/19/50. 













Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT I 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

_PORTLAND_ 

-kiZkb 


TITLE 

CHARACTER OP CASE 

/ 

AGNES SlfEDlEY, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject unkno^m to Portland confidential informants. 

- RUG - ■ b2 


DETAILS: ^Portland Confidential Informani a 

of known reliability^advised that they nave no knowledge 
of the subject. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



The libraries of the Oregon Journal and the Morning 
Oregonian, Portland newspapers, contain no information which'reflects subject 
has ever been in the state of Oregon. 

/ The files of the Library of the Oregon Journal contain a 
clipping dated January 15, 1937 with a New York date line of a story by 
ROGER DyfGREENE. The article begins with the sentence, "Heralded as a 
power in forging a new Conununist emoire in North China, AGNES SMEDIEY 
troubled U. S. authorities in the First fiorld ./liar." The article then 
reflects that SIvIEDLEY was indicted on Kay 27, 1918 for a violation of the 
wartime espionage statute, but that the case was dropped because of lack 
of evidence. The article further reflects that she was indicted in San 
Francisco by Federal Grand Jury, June 11, 1918, on a charge of attempting to 
defraud President WOODROW WILSON through representing herself as a member 
of an acredited mission to the United States from the Nationalist Party of 
India. The article continues that she was also accused of attempting to 
bring about an alliance between Indian and Bolshevik Russia. 

The article reflects that she was born in Missouri and at 
the age of fourteen attended a normal school in California. The article 
states that she went to China in 1928 and was a correspondent for five 
years for the Frankfurter Zietung. The article then makes reference to a 
visit here (apparently Now York City) in 1934 and then quotes subject as 
follows: 


"The Red army is th • soul of China. From a poor, bedraggled, 
ragged, ill-equipped fighting force going to battle often only with stones, 
sticks, and spears, the Red army is now a beautifully trained body of 
almost 400,000 regulars with 600,000 irregulars." 


The Journal files also contain a United Press release daf^ 
January 12, 1938 at Hangkow, China, reflecting that the subject accomoaniev 
Chinese Eighth Route Army. This article reflects that Miss S1/3EDLEY said 
that Chinese g3neraj.ly believe she is a Soviet staff officer, but that she 
has not seen a single Soviet Russian among the troops. The article reflects 
•that Miss SKEDLEY insisted she accom-oanied the arn^ only as a correspondent. 


although she is knovm' to have traveled to the front and to have ministered 
first aid. 


January 17, 1938 by 


The Journal files cont ain a teletype or telegram dated 


This document contains no identifi¬ 


cation as to news service, but refers to AGI'JES S1®)IEY as roaming with the 











Chinese Eighth Army 3,000 miles from a treaty port. | | refers to subject 

as a radical journalist with the Chinese Army since 193b, and comoares her 
to ANNA LOUISE STRONG and RAYNA PRAHI®. The communication reflects that 
PARTON has known all three of the above mentioned and has no desire to see 
what they have seen. 
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REFERa^CE: New York teletype to Portland, San Diego, and Seattle dated 

March 22, 1950 










